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Crlth-lsms  of  the  Scratching  Shed  Plau. 

A  ,i;etitleuiiiii  0:11110  to  see  us  last  week,  ami 
stateil  some  objections  which  he  had  heart!  to 
tlic  seratehiufi;  shed  phm  of  house,  ami  as  he  is 
iiiteiuling  to  build  a  poultry  house  some  four 
bundred  feet  loii?,'  lie  wanted  to  feel  sure  that 
the  plan  he  adopted  would  be  the  best  for 
him.  His  location  is  some  twenty-tive  miles 
iierthwcst  of  Boston,  and  a  successful  poultry- 
man  in  an  adjoining  town  to  him,  a  man  who 
keeps  live  or  six  hundred  head  of  fowls  and 
makes  them  pay  him  well,  said  to  him  :  "  Do 
not  build  the  scratching  shed  plan  of  house 
for  this  climate;  it  is  too  cold,  and  too  severe 
winds  in  winter."  Another  experienced 
poultryman,  who  is  also  a  writer  and  lecturer 
ui>on  poultry  topics,  advised  strongly  against 
the  scratching  shed  plan,  and  saiti  :  "  It  will 
not  do  for  this  climate ;  in  a  warmer  climate 
the  open  front  shed  would  be  all  right,  but  for 
us  here  I  believe  the  best  plan  of  house  is  a 
semi-monitor  top,  with  ventilating  windows 
in  the  monitor  projection;  then  you  get  plenty 
of  light  and  air  without  the  exposure  of  the 
open  front  shed." 

It  is  worth  noting  that  neither  of  the  parties 
have  iise'l  a  scratching  shed  poultry  house; 
their  objections  to  it  are  conjured  up  out  of 
their  own  imagination.  One  can  hardly  get  a 
more  drufty  building  than  the  semi-monitor 
top  building.  For  objections  to  drafts  and 
"chill,"  see  April  1st  F.-I\,  first  and  second 
pages. 

We  have  heard  all  of  these  objections  before, 
in  fact  over  and  over  again;  and  although  we 
have  practically  answered  them  before,  it  may 
be  well  to  look  at  the  scratching  shed  plan 
again  from  the  point  of  these  objections.  It 
is  u  great  mistake  to  think  the  scratching  shed 
plan  of  house  is  not  adapted  to  our  cold 
climate.  It  is  just  such  climate  as  this  that  it 
is  best  adapted  for.  Our  friends,  too,  are  care- 
less readers  if  they  think  we  advocate  an 
"  open  front"  shed. 

True,  we  sometimes  speak  of  it  as  an  open 
front  shed,  but  practically  the  shed  is  only 
open  front  when  we  choose  to  open  the  cur- 
tains. We  intend  to  do  this  almost  every  day 
in  winter,  the  amount  of  time  they  are  open 
depending  upon  how  cold  it  is,  and  whether 
it  is  stormy.  On  a  cold  blowy  day  when  the 
snow  is  flying,  or  a  very  stormy  day,  we  may 
not  open  them  at  all;  but  there  are  few  days 
iu  winter  when  they  are  not  opened  at  least 
an  hour. 

The  jirimary  advantage  of  the  scratching 
shed  and  roosting  pen  plan  of  house  is  to  give 
the  fowls  a  bedroom  and  a  livingroom;  that 
is,  not  to  compel  them  to  eat,  live,  sleep,  etc., 
all  iu  one  room.  Every  sensible  man  knows 
the  advantages  of  having  more  than  one  room 
to  live  in  ;  the  manor  family  \vhich  is  compelled 
to  live,  work,  eat  and  sleep  in  one  room  is  in 
poorer  physical  condition  and  in  less  cheerful 
surroundings  than  where  tlie\-  have  one  room 
for  sleeping  and  another  for  eating,  working, 
etc.  Equally  if  they  have  several  difterent 
rooms,  each  for  ditVerent  offices  of  life,  still 
better.  It  is  to  give  such  change  as  this,  such 
change  as  can  consistently  be  given  without 
too  extravagant  outlay,  that  we  advocate  the 
scratching  shed  plau  of  house. 

The  roosting  room  is  the  bedroom  of  the 
family.  It  can  be  closed  up  in  extremely  cold 
weather;  in  mildly  cold  w-eather  the  doors 
between  the  roosting  room  and  scratching 
shed  can  be  left  open  to  give  additional  venti- 
lation. In  temperate  weather  the  curtains  in 
front  of  the  shed  can  lie  left  wiile  open,  ;iiid 


the  fowls  have  all  the  fresh  air  available, 
being  protected  from  drafts  by  the  partition 
walls  of  the  roosting  pen. 

The  scratching  shed  is  the  livingroom  and 
workroom ;  there  they  conic  in  ilirect  contact 
with  fresh  air  and  sunshine,  and  if  compelled 
to  scratch  for  their  food  will  be  as  happy  and 
healthy  as  well  ordered  fowls  ought  to  be. 
Fowls  do  not  need  to  be  shut  up  in  tight  close 
houses  in  this  climate.  The  poiillrynuin  who 
so  confines  his  fowls  will  very  soon  find  them 
going ofl'in  health  and  egg  yield  ;  and  colds,  etc., 
will  most  certainly  break  out.  Give  them  the 
cheerful  iiilluence  of  the  scratching  shed ,  open 
to  the  sunshine  and  fresh  air  for  a  partof  very 
nearly  every  day  in  winter,  and  the  conditions 
seem  to  be  as  nearly  right  for  good  health  as 
can  be  imagined.  Every  thinking  man  knows 
that  contact  with  fresh  air  quickens  the  circu- 
lation, inVites  to  exercise,  and  promotes  health. 
If  it  does  that  in  human  beings  is  it  not  rea- 
sonable to  say  it  will  do  that  for  poultry'/ 

Another  objection  which  one  parly  made  to 
the  scratching  shed  plan  w'as  the  expense  of 
it,  which  shows  that  he  had  not  carefully  con- 
sidered the  conditions.  It  is  less  expensive  to 
build  than  all  closed  pens,  since  the  construc- 
tion is  more  simple  and  easier.  If  one  would 
really  test  the  two  sitVe  by  side  he  would,  if 
he  was  an  observing  man,  very  speedily 
liecoine  converted  to  the  scratching  shed. 
Built  as  we  lecommend,  the  highest  front 
south,  all  open  to  the  sunshine  on  sunny  days 
—  it  is  an  object  lesson  to  see  how  thoroughly 
the  fowls  enjoy  the  sunlight  and  fresh  air. 

Our  visitor  was  considering  the  possibility 
of  an  overhead  track,  such  as  is  used  iu  meat 
packing  establishments,  in  this  case  to  trundle 
a  car  of  food,  etc.,  from  one  end  to  the  other. 
In  such  case,  of  course,  the  front  should  be 
eight  feet  high,  to  give  head  room  below  the 
trolley  track.  Equally,  of  course,  the  doors 
and  gales  should  be  hung  with  spring  hinges, 
so  as  to  swing  both  ways;  that  is  a  mere 
matter  of  detail  which  can  be  arranged  for 
each  individual  want.  The  curtain  frames 
could  not  be  hinged  to  front  plate  and  swing 
up  against  the  rafters  out  of  the  way;  the 
trolley  track  woul  l  interfere  with  that.  It 
would  be  wiser  to  have  sliding  frames,  as 
advised  in  the  "  scratching  room"  plan  of 
house  given  in  May  1st  F.-P.  It  would  be 
well  to  divide  the  front  of  shed  into  three 
sections,  adjusting  the  curtains  so  that  two  of 
them  would  slide  behiml  the  third.  As  this 
gentlemau  intends  to  shingle  his  roof,  obvi- 
ously he  must  get  a  steep  pitch,  and  it  would 
be  advisable  for  him  to  build  eight  feet  high 
in  front  and  four  feet  high  at  the  back,  then 
he  will  have  height  sufficient  for  his  trolley 
track,  and  get  sufiicicnt  pitch  in  ten  feet 
width  for  a  shingle  roof. 

A  correspondent  in  Florida  speaks  of  fowls 
needing  protection  from  the  rains  there,  and 
tells  us  that  roup  in  the  season  of  rain  is  one 
of  their  greatest  trials.  Florida  is  in  the 
extreme  south,  and  has  aliout  as  tropical  a 
climate  as  any  part  of  the  I'niled  Slates,  ;uid 
if  roup  is  one  of  the  scourges  of  that  climate 
we  would  strongly  advise  the  scratching  sheil 
plan  of  house  for  use  there.  The  scratching 
shed  would  give  the  fowls  the  same  protection 
from  rain  that  it  docs  hcie  in  the  north  from 
snow  and  cold  northwest  winds,  and  rightly 
constructed  would  be  a  decided  help,  we 
would  think,  to  warding  oft'  the  scourge  of 
roup.  In  that  climate  we  most  certainly 
would  arrange  sliding  wiiulows  for  the  front 
of  the  roosting  jieii,  so  that  that  could  be 
nractii-ally  wide  open,  exi'ept  for  the  wire 


netting  front,  in  warm  weather.  Equally,  of 
course,  tlicy  would  not  need  to  double  wall 
the  bai'k  and  half  the  roof  of  the  roosting  pen, 
and  hang  a  curtain  in  front  of  the  roost  for 
zero  weather. 

That  matter  of  double  wall  for  the  back  of 
the  roosling  pen  and  half  way  up  the  roof, 
then  a  hinged  curtain  to  drop  down  in  front 
of  the  roost  at  night  in  cold  weather,  is  not 
siilliciently  understood  by-sonieof  our  readers. 
Such  an  enclosed  space,  which  can  be  made 
at  comparatively  moderate  cost,  makes  prac- 
tically a  bedroom  within  a  bedroom,  and 
would  be  a  double  protection  against  severe 
cold.  We  have  not  found  it  necessary  in  our 
own  scratching  pen  house  to  adopt  that 
expedient,  but  probably  shall  do  so  in  the  not 
distant  future. 

Our  visitor  asked  us  the  plain  (juestion  — 
"Would  you,  if  you  were  intending  to  build 
this  season,  build  the  scratching  shed  plan  of 
house?"  Most  decidedly,  yes.  We  believe 
all  things  considered,  and  that  means  economy 
of  construction,  economy  of  operation,  with 
good  results  also  considered,  and  the  health- 
fulness  and  happiness  of  the  fowls,  that  the 
scratching  shed  plan  of  house  as  we  illustrated 
and  described  it  in  June  l.")th,  '98  F.-P.  is  the 
best  all  around  poultry  house  yet  devised.  It 
is  true  our  own  two  long  houses  are  not  built 
that  way,  but  the  reason  is  they  were  built 
before  we  had  made  the  acquaintance  of  the 
scratching  shed,  and  we  must  get  along  with 
them  as  they  are  until  such  time  as  they 
require  to  be  rebuilt.  If  we  ever  rebuild 
them  they  will  be  rebuilt  upon  the  scratching 
shed  plan;  and  were  we  to  build  houses  for  a 
thousand  head  of  fowls  this  year  they  would 
most  certainly  be  built  that  way. 


Why  They  Don't  Buy. 

A  few  weeks  since  we  had  a  letter  from  a 
F.-P.  reader  in  Washington,  iu  which  he 
expressed  himself  as  disgusted  with  the  treat- 
ment he  had  received  at  the  hands  of  eastern 
breeders.  We  told  him  that  we  thought  his 
suspicion  was  unfounded,  or  at  least  not  well 
founded,  and  he  writes  us  in  reply  : 

"  You  seem  to  think  it  strange  that  we 
Pai-ific  coast  people  hesitate  about  iiuying 
stock  or  eggs  from  the  east.  If  you  were  at 
this  end  of  the  route  \  on  would  cease  to  do  so. 
Last  vear  1  sent  a  order  for  eggs  to  a  man 
whose  ad.  1  had  seen  in  F.-P.  lie  acknowl- 
edged the  order,  and  stated  that  he  would 
ship  the  eggs  in  about  seven  days.  lie  never 
did  send  them,  and  it  was  three  nionths  before 
I  got  my  moncv  back,  although  1  did  ulti- 
mately get  it.  Before  that  I  sent  S2..jO  to  a 
man  in  Ca/.cnovia,  N.  Y.,  and  I  never  could 
get  a  word  from  him  in  return,  although  1 
got  from  the  postmaster  a  statement  that  Ihc 
money  order  was  cashed  bv  the  man  [lerson- 
ally." 

This  is  a  rather  sorry  statement,  and  we 
would  hanlly  believe  it  possible  that  men  who 
presumably  want  to  build  up  a  bu.siness 
would  so  treat  their  customers.  Take  the 
first  case  mentioned;  why  should  a  poultry- 
man,  after  receiving  his  advertised  price  for 
eggs,  fail  entirely  to  ship  them,  and  only 
return  the  money  after  some  mouths,  and  no 
doubt  much  badgering  for  it?  >lost  certainly 
such  a  man  cannot  hold  his  trade,  and  we 
venture  the  opinion  that  he  is  one  of  the  kind 
that  advertises  for  a  year  or  two,  and  then 
retires  from  the  business.  (  erlaiiily  the 
sooner  such  retire  from  the  business  the 
better. 

.  Here  is  another  experience  from  a  lady  in 
Tennessee,  who  wrote  us  last  May  as  follows  : 
"  I  ordered  eggs  this  spring  of  of   , 


Mass.,  who  advertises  in  F.-P.  From  him  I 
got  eggs  packed  in  a  woodi  n  box  which  had 
been  formerly  used  to  ship  Babbitt's  lye  in, 
nailcil  iij)  wilii  live-penny  nails,  with  sawdust 
pa(;king, express  charges $1  ..'iu.  From  another 
Mass.  advertiser  I  got  a  similar  lot  of  eggs 
on  which  the  express  charges  were  ilo  c<nts. 
<»iie-fourth  of  the  eggs  that  were  packed  in 
the  box  were  crushed  or  cracked,  and  I  am 
not  disappointed  that  now  on  the  twenty- 
second  day  of  incubating  I  have  not  a  chick. 

I  wrote  Mr.          aliout  tlie  condition  the  eggs 

were  received  in,  and  1  told  him  1  n marked 
upon  opening  the  box  that  '  probably  he  had 
never  shipped  eggs  for  hal<'hing  befoie — is  u 
beginner  in  the  bu.siness.'  He  very  courteously 
replied  that  I  certainly  had  never  shipped  eggs 
any  distance,  or  1  would  know  that  way  of 
packing  was  the  very  best  employed.  I  am 
sorry  there  arc  so  many  frauds  practiced  in 
the  [joultry  business." 

In  a  subsequent  letter,  this  Tennessee  hidy 
writes : 

"  I  hjive  just  one  little  W.  W.  clii<-k  from 

the    eggs;  two  cripples  were  hatched , 

and  I  killed  them  to  put  them  out  of  their 

misery.    I  wrote  Jlr.          stating  the  facts  to 

him,  and  tokl  hhii  I  would  not  <lictale  to  him 
what  his  duly  was  in  the  case,  but  would 
leave  it  to  his  honor;  but  this  much  1  would 
say,  that  I  never  would  jiay  expressage  (  n 
another  bo.x  of  eggs  with  the  box  iiailetl  up, 
unless  compelled  to  do  so  by  the  expiess  com- 
pany regulations,  and  in  that  case  I  wouUI 
inform  the  publisher  of  the  party's  ailvcrtise- 
ment,  that  others  might  not  be  treated  in  that 
fraudulent  manner;  it  certainly  is  time  that 
there  was  weeding  out  in  the  poultry  busi- 
ness." 

Such  examples  are  painful  reading, but  it  is 
a  duty  to  publish  them  as  a  warning  to  the 
parties  themselves,  as  well  as  po.ssible  cus- 
tomers. There  are  occasionally  frauds  in  the 
poultry  business.  AVe  try  to  weed  out  the 
advertitements  of  such  fiom  F.-P.,  and  will 
consider  it  a  favor  if  our  readers  will  inform 
us  of  any  cases  of  this  kind.    There  certainly 

was  no  need  for  the  party  to  ship  eggs  in 

a  box  bought  at  the  grocery  store,  and  he 
ought  to  know  that  boxes  are  thrown  about 
unmercifully  liy  expressmen.  If  he  will  stand 
near  an  express  car  door  some  day  when  a 
train  comes  in,  he  will  see  that  with  half  an 
eye. 

Eggs  for  hatching  should  bo  packed  in 
baskets,  w  liich  make  a  light  and  convenient 
package,  and  one  which  expressmen  hamlle 
with  much  greater  care  than  the  boxes.  As 
we  said  before,  we  believe  such  fraud  cases 
are  rare,  and  it  is  quite  certain  that  men  who 

ship  eggs  in  boxes,  like  this  Mr.  ,  as  well 

as  men  who  do  not  fill  tlicir  orders  and  only 
return  the  money  under  compulsion,  very  soon 
quit  the  business. 


Plow  ITp  the  Yards.  ' 

Do  not  allow  the  hens  to  run  month  after 
month  over  the  same  ground,  treading  it 
down  and  making  it  filthy.  Plow  or  spade 
frequently,  and  keep  fiesh  earth  where  they' 
can  scratch  and  burrow.  Better  for  them,  bet- 
ter for  you.  —  Miiiae  Farmer. 


It  is  impossible  to  walk  through  the  markets 
at  any  time  without  seeing  large  <iuantitics  of 
extremely  poor  turkeys,  fowl,  ami  chickens. 
It  is  seldom  that  one  sees  a  poorly  fattened 
hog  iu  the  market.  If  it  pays  to  stuti'  w  ith 
corn  a  hog  that  won't  net  his  fetder  live  cents 
a  pound  dressed,  why  isn't  it  good  business 
sense  to  Use  some  of  that  corn  to  fatten  a  bird 
that  will  bring  twice  as  much  per  pound? 
Will  the  same  corn  make  twice  as  hiany  pounds 
of  pork  as  poultry?  If  not,  it  would  seem 
wiscrto  put  thecorn  where  it  will  do  Ihe  most 
good.  —  lluriU  Ni'V;-  Yorker 
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Acciflcnts  in  the  Chicki'ii  'V'itrils. 
WrllK  ii  for  KaI!M-I'<>i;i.tuv. 

I'erliup^  tht;  iM<)>t  irritaliii;;^  ocoiirreiiccw  in 
ponltryiloru  jit  tUiw  season  arc  tlie  i-e(!urriiig 
losses  from  petty  iiucident.  One  may  derive  a 
moilioum  of  ironsolation  in  the  Joss  of  chieks 
tliroU{,'h  hawks  or  other  liunlly  preventable 
causes,  throuf,')i  the  ffelinf^  that  one  is  scarcely 
responsible;  but  when,  day  after  day,  one 
chick,  or  two  or  more— often  the  most  promis- 
ing in  the  flocli,  falls  a  victim  to  i)reventable 
accident,  there  is  no  salving  the  hurt  to  one's 
self  respect.  Kven  the  most  careful  must 
sufler  an  oc(;asion:il  loss  of  this  sort,  and  tlie 
naturally  careless  mustgnush  their  teeth  sadly 
often. 

Of  accidents  \vlii(!h  good  judgment  and 
care  might  have  prevented,  1  see  so  many 
that  I  sometimes  feel  that  this  i)oint  needs 
more  attention  than  tliat  of  feed.  Indeed, 
with  all  the  care  which  1  can  give,  I  still  lose 
more  chicks  through  petty  accident  than 
through  any  other  one  source.  A  chick  at  a 
time  is  a  small  loss,  but  it  does  not  take  very 
long  to  lose  ten  per  cent  of  the  hatch  in  this 
scarce  noticed  small  way.  If  a  brood  of  ten 
loses  one  of  its  number,  there  is  your  ten  per 
cent  gone  already.  This  one  in  ten  isn't  much 
of  a  loss  from  a  brood,  you  think,  but  when 
the  brooder  chicks  go  at  the  rate  of  one 
in  every  ten,  it  shows  as  something  more 
important. 

This  morning  I  was  looking  over  the  record 
of  losses,  and  found  that  we  had  lost,  to  date, 
eleven  per  cent  of  all  chicks  taken  from  the 
nest.  One-third  of  this  loss  was  of  chicks 
which  our  grandmothers  called  "  pimps  "  — 
that  is,  wee  ones  which  did  not  get  strong, 
and  which  succumbed  in  a  few  days.  These 
numbered  about  three  in  a  hundred.  Next  to 
accident,  this  has  been  the  largest  loss  from 
any  one  cause.  The  loss  from  accident,  plus 
a  very  little  neglect,  has  been  just  one-half  of 
the  entire  loss  to  date.  This  portion  of  the 
loss  belongs  wholly  to  the  division  mothered 
by  hens,  as  we  have  been  fortunate  enough, 
and  careful  enough,  so  far,  not  to  lose  a 
single  incubator  or  brooder  chick  from  acci^ 
dent,  and  as  the  youngest  are  now  about  two 
weeks  old,  the  promise  is  that  the  brooder 
chicks  will  make  a  very  good  record. 

If  the  would-be  chick  raiser  could  see  in 
advance  where  the  chances  of  accident  lie, 
most  of  it  might  be  prevented ;  but  even 
though  one  can  always  see  that  common  sense 
ought  to  have  shown  the  weak  point  before- 
hand, it  is  seldom  that  the  mind  is  able  to 
grasp  all  these  small  points  at  once,  and  thus 
save  the  losses. 

Aside  from  larger  losses,  like  wholesale 
ones  through  rats  or  through  tire,  the  list  of 
dangers  always  threatening  is  not  short. 
Chicks  will  get  hung  on  the  top  of  low  fences, . 
or  in  the  wire  mesh;  or  choked  in  a  fringe 
that  may  ravel  a  bit.  Cats,  rats,  and  hawks 
are  always  lying  in  wait,  and  good  sense 
would  seem  to  advise  that  one  eschew  poultry 
rearing  in  locations  where  these  are  especially 
difficult  to  overcome.  Mother  hens  are  a  dire 
source  of  danger  in  yards  where  the  broods 
are  of  "  all  sorts."  This  is  a  sound  argument 
In  favor  of  having  uniform  stock.  Varying 
age  counts  somewhat,  but  most  hens  are  not 
so  viciously  disposed  toward  an  older  chick 
as  toward  one  of  varying  color  from  their 
nvn.  Hanging  doors,  carelessly  fastened,  are 
I  source  of  danger,  and  boards  on  edge  or 
on  end  in  the  yards  may  be  guilty  of  the 
slaughter  of  the  innocents.  Even  a  coop, 
unanchorcil,  may  be  blown  over  to  their  harm. 
.'^unst^oke  may  carry  oil"  few  or  niany,  accord- 
ing to  the  intensity  of  the  summer  heat  anil 
the  care  to  provide  abundant  shade.  Even 
with  this  last,  there  may  be  a  few  weak 
wilted  things  to  coquet  with  the  sun  till  his 
kisses  become  deadly. 

A  danger  ever  threatening  among  brooder 
chicks  is  that  they  may  accidentally  get  a  taste 
of  blood.  'A  l>it  of  bloody  sparring  between 
two  three  weeks  Leghorns  may  result  in  the 
demoralization  of  the  whole  pen,  if  yarded; 
they  will  literally  eat  each  other.  This  trouble 
demands  more  room.  I  have  not  known  it  to 
occur  with  chicks  at  large.  An  allowance  of 
meal  in  the  ration  is  also  a  .-.afe  preventive 
here. 

The  brooder  may  suddenly  spring  aleak, 
and  cause  some  loss,  this  being  ditlicult  of 


pi-evcnliun  unless  one  exercises  the  same  care 
that  a  railroad  engineer  gives  to  his  engine  in 
his  lookout  for  possible  weak  places.  Salt, 
poison,  or  other  dangerous  substances  some- 
times come  in  the  way  of  the  unwary  chick, 
and  losses  like  these  may  or  may  not  have 
been  pi'cventable.  Among  strange  hurts  niight 
be  mentioned  the  case  of  a  young  chick  impaled 
on  the  sharp  dry  stub  of  a  stout  weed  which 
ha<l  been  cut  at  twelve  inches  from  the  ground. 

Inileed  one  might  say  that  the  beginner 
wilh  itoultry  who  keeps  the  intinite  number 
of  inliinlesimal  things  in  mind,  the  things 
necessary  to  complete  success,  may  well 
become  a  victim  to  nervous  prostration  if  he 
allows  himself  to  be  worried  by  them.  An 
intinite  capacity  for  detail  is  the  best  outfit  for 
a  i)oullry  raiser;  but  if  this  capacity  can  be 
exercised  in  advance,  so  that  all  these  ac('idenls 
are  prevented  by  provitlent  care,  it  is  thrice 
more  valuable  than  if  exercised  later. 

-V  i-ecord  of  casualties  and  other  losses  is  a 
valuable  thing  for  any  worker  with  chicks,  if 
it  be  studied  at  the  beginning  of  the  season. 
It  helps  the  mind  to  grasp  anew  many  points 
which  would  otherwise  be  overlooked  until 
fresh  accidents  brought  them  freshly  to  mind, 
too  late  to  be  of  fullest  value.  They  may  well 
be  studied ;  for,  though  one  soon  passes  \he 
point  of  mourning  the  loss  of  a  weaklii.g 
which,  if  saved,  would  have  proved  only  a 
damage,  one  may  pose  as  a  philosopher  indeed 
if  able  to  take  with  equanimity  any  loss  from 
preventable  accident.       Myua  Y.  Norys. 


A  Farm  That  Wasn't  Abandoned. 

My  friend  and  I  had  been  talking  about  the 
growing  tendency  in  America  to  a  return  to 
country  life,  and  then  I  learned  for  the  first 
time  that  his  was  but  a  ten  acre  farm,  or  had 
been  for  twenty-two  years,  until  three  years 
ago,  when  five  more  acres  were  added  to  it. 

"  Do  you  really  mean,"  I  said,  "  that  oft 
these  ten  acres  you  have  supported  your  large 
family,  and  in  rugged  New  England  ?" 

"  Yes,  and  sent  the  two  elder  boys  to  college 
for  the  junior  and  senior  years,  and  had  with 
my  wife  a  trip  to  Eui  ope."' 

The  memory  of  the  thousand  acre  farms  I 
had  seen  in  the  west  rose  up  very  vividly 
beside  this  toy  afl'air,  and  I  frankly  confessed 
to  my  friend  that  his  ways  and  their  results 
were  beyond  my  understanding. 

"  Well,"  he  said,  "  there  is  a  great  deal  in 
choosing  the  work  we  are  best  fitted  to  do.  I 
like  farming,  and  I  do  not  like  the  noise  of  the 
world  —  so  I  chose  farming  for  my  work. 
Then,  when  I  left  college,  and  was  casting 
about  for  the  clearest  road  on  which  to  settle, 
I  stumbled  upon  a  good  number  of  young  men 
returned  from  the  west,  bankrupt  in  almost 
everything  but  theireloquence  to  plead  against 
emigration  westw\ird.  In  theeast,  they  said, 
we  hear  of  the  one  man  who  has  made  a 
success  of  western  emigration,  but  almost 
never  of  the  hundreds  who  have  made  dismal 
failures;  and  so,  it  was  perhaps,  in  this  way, 
that  I  was  led  to  conclude  that  a  few  acres 
cultivated  every  foot,  and  with  neighbors, 
aB.l  schools,  and  churches,  and  doctors,  and 
middlemen  or  near  markets,  and  in  a  health- 
ful neighborhood,  was  a  better  outlook  than 
many  acres  in  the  west  all  studded  over  with 
chills  and  fever  traps  and  loneliness.  So, 
starting  with  a  patrimony  of  §4000,  I  paid 
_$S00  for  this  place  (  its  owners,  unable  to 
make  a  living,  had  gone  west  )  and  I  spent 
$1200  more  in  repairing  and  furnishing.  I. 
brought  my  bride  to  it  one  summer  morning, 
and  told  her  we  had  the  farm,  the  interest  of 
§•2000,  and  our  faith  to  start  life  with.'' 

"  The  surprising  tlung  is  not  that  you  have 
done  so  much  with  so  little,  but  that  you  have 
done  it  on  worn  out  soil." 

"  That  the  New  England  soil  is  worn  out,  is 
the  most  amusing  argument  that  is  ever  pre- 
sented against  New  England  farming.  The 
soil  is  not  worn  out,  and  is  only  hard  by  com- 
parison with  western  virgin  soil.  Old  Eng- 
land is  smaller  than  the  state  of  New  York, 
and  has  been  feeding  her  millions  for  cen- 
turies, and  exporting  as  well.  Germany  sends 
to  great  America  cargoes  of  veget;ddes,  and, 
fad  disgraceful  and  almost  unbelievable,  hun- 
dreds of  barrels  of  eggs  yearly.  Mountainous 
little  Switzerland  takes  care  of  herself,  and 
exports,  too;  while  comparatively  small 
France  has  worked  over  and  over  again  every 
inch  of  her  soil,  and  given  to  all  the  world  a 


share  of  its  delicate  proiluds.  I  ^v^^h  I  could 
telljou  the  exact  nunil*r  — I  have  it  some- 
where—  of  the  hundreds  of  thou>auds  of 
chickens  raised  in  P'rance  yearly,  and  of  the 
great  income  therefrom." 

'■All  these  people,  you  forget,  are  just  liv- 
ing; there  is  no  tomorrow  for  them." 

I  don't  think  the  tillers  of  the  soil  in 
France,  for  instance,  need  come  to  America 
to  learn  the  lesson  of  tomorrow.  Their 
tomorrow  is  assured  in  the  peacefulness,  con- 
tent and  quiet  industry  of  today.  The  fact  is, 
I  believe  I  am  coming  to  the  conclusion  that 
vast  territory  is  not  an  unmitigated  blessing. 
(Jur  young  men  are  led  by  it  to  reach  afar  oft" 
for  what  lies  unheeded  at  their  very  doors, 
and  they  are  often  wrenched  to  pieces  by  the 
eflbrt.  Hundreds  of  them,  after  dreary  fail- 
ures, are  now  wearing  their  lives  out  on 
miserly  wages,  while  the  farms  of  their  ances- 
tors are  going  to  ruin." 

"  You  must  confess  that  fortunes  are  not 
made  on  farms." 

"Perhaps  not,  great  fortunes;  but  the  rest 
and  peace  and  homeness  and  healthfuluess  of 
a  country  life  may  'well  be  taken  in  exchange 
for  the  bare  dream  of  a  fortune;  and  more 
than  you  think  would  take  them,  if  they  were 
not  crippled  by  a  fear  to  move  a  step  from 
their  assured  crust." 

"  "Well,  now  let  us  go  back,  and  tell  me, 
pray,  how  you  have  brought  up  a  large 
family  on  ten  acres."' 

"It  has  been  done  by  industry  and  economy, 
and  by  turning  every  shadow  of  an  oppor- 
tunity to  advantage.  Everyone  of  uii  has  been 
a  producer.  Everything  possrtble  has  been 
made  to  produce.  Even  our  three  sugar 
maples  have  contributed  their  share.  My 
eldest  daughter  has  made  bees  her  study,  and 
has  a  regular  market  in  Boston  and  Spring- 
field for  her  honey.  My  two  elder  sons  when 
home  devoted  themselves  especially  to  the 
raising  of  asparagus  and  celery,  and  became 
famous  in  the  growing  of  both.  It  was  for 
these  two  vegetables  that  I  have  bought  the 
extra  five  acres  for  my  two  younger  sons 
who  will  be  farmers.  Our  chickens  and  our 
turkeys  in  winter  have  steady  sale  in  near 
cities,  and  we  sell  hundreds  of  eggs  besides. 
This  very  parlor  carpet  is  the  result  of  the 
sale  of  blackberry  preserves — berries  gathered 
on  these  Franklin  hills,  where  hundreds  of 
quarts  of  them  yearly  go  to  waste;  and  you 
know,  perhaps,  that  we  import  from  England 
and  Scotland  enormous  quantities  of  preserves 
and  marmalade  yearly.  AYe  have  even  sent 
choice  flowers  from  our  conservatory  to 
Boston  florists  during  the  winter." 

"  This  reminds  me,  what  do  you  do  on  this 
ideal  farm  in  winter?" 

"  A  farm  in  winter  has  disclosed  to  me 
what  possibilities  lie  in  every  human  being. 
Our  indoor  life  has  developed  in  our  children 
the  most  curious  talents.  The  eldest  boy,  for 
instance,  now  studying  art,  actually  mended, 
when  he  was  home,  all  our  shoes  — the  lesson 
learned  through  occasional  visits  to  the  village 
shoemaker.  The  second  son,  who  has  elected 
to  be  a  Unitarian  minister,  built  that  door  in 
the  wall,  and  made  the  sofa  on  which  you  are 
sitting.  Necessity,  in  fact,  has  made  them  so 
quick  to  do  everything,  that  calls  for  outside 
help  with  us  are  almost  unknown.  As  for 
my  own  winters,  I  have  generally  had  three 
or  four  lads  to  teach  with  my  own  sons;  and 
my  wife  has  given  music  lessons.  It  was,  in 
fact,  by  these  winter  methods  that  we  got  our 
trip  to  Europe." 

My  friend  was  apt  to  become  garrulous 
when  his  family  and  his  farm  were  under 
discussion:  so  here,  I  turned  away  awhile  to 
compare  things. 

That  evening  there  was  a  great  wood  fire 
on  the  sitting  room  hearth,  for  the  October 
nights  are  cool.  Said  my  friend,  after  a 
silence,  with  his  eyes  fixed  on  the  dancing 
flame:  "F'arming,  too,  is  the  safest  occupa- 
tion. A  farm  can't  burn  up.  One  can't  be 
robbed  of  it;  and  its  products  are  always 
growing  and  increasing,  even  while  its  owner 
idles  or  sleeps.  And  then  too."  he  added  a 
little  tenderly,  "  a  farm  gives  the  children  a 
homestead."— (lALHoi'N,  in  Evening  Tran- 
script. 


Hatching  must  be  late  this  year,  but  the 
chicks  mu.st  be  hatched,  and  therefore  the 
machinery  must  be  kept  busy  for  some  little 
time  longer.  —  J/aine  Fanner, 


Don't  \\:iiit 

It  is  wonderful  what  great  expectations 
some  amateur  poultrjmeu  indulge  in.  We 
recently  saw  a  letter  from  a  man  who  was 
disappointed  that  he  got  but  twenty-eight  or 
nine  chickens  from  three  sittings  of  eggs  that 
he  had  bought,  and  he  said,  "  men  about  here 
who  ought  to  know  tell  me  I  ought  to  have 
gotten  at  least  thirty  chickens  from  three 
sittings  of  eggs." 

The  worst  we  have  ever  seen,  however,  is  a 
letter  shown  us  by  a  F.-P.  advertiser,  who 
sells  eggs  from  good  stock  at  $1  per  sitting. 
The  letter  euclo.sed  a  dollar  for  a  sitting  of 
eggs,  and  is  dated  .June  .")tli,  and  reads  as 
follows: 

"  Dear  Sir: — I  have  for  some  time  wanted 
to  try  White  Wyandottes,  and  have  decided 
to  as  I  have  a  good  hen  to  set,  and  although  it 
is  some  late  I  will  try  it.  Ple:;se  ship  me 
fifteen,  as  oft'ered  in  your  advertisement,  for 
§1.  Send  me  from  large  birds  with  good 
yellow  legs,  and  dark  eggs.  I  have  thought 
of  waiting  until  next  spring,  and  hatch  a 
hun<lred  or  so,  but  will  try  one  sitting  thiii 
season,  but  if  they  are  as  good  as  some  claim 
them  to  be  1  will  be  satisfied.  Please  pick 
out  good  large  eggs,  or  at  least  as  large  as 
possible,  and  have  them  perfect. 

"Please  ship  as  soon  as  this  order  is  received, 
as  I  am  waiting.  I  want  as  large  dark  brown 
eggs  from  large  snow  white  hens  with  nice 
yellow  legs;  eggs  from  two  year  oKl  stock 
this  spring  if  possible." 

Our  friend  told  us  his  first  thought  was  to 
send  the  order  back  to  the  man,  as  no  one 
living  could  fill  it  as  ordered,  but  after  Sleep- 
ing over  it,  he  decided  to  ship  him  the  sitting 
of  eggs  such  as  he  advertised  to  ship,  and 
abide  the  result.  In  the  first  place  he  does 
not  advertise  to  ship  fifteen  eggs  for  a  sitting, 
aud  believes,  as  we  do,  that  thirteen  is  all  that 
any  hen  can  reasonably  be  a>kcd  to  cover; 
that  putting  more  than  thirteen  eggs  under  a 
hen  is  increasing  the  chances  of  a  poor  hatch. 

We  told  our  friend  that  probably  the  writer 
of  the  letter  was  absolutely  green  at  the  busi- 
ness, and  did  not  know  that  two  year  old 
White  Wyandotte  hens  did  not  as-a  rule  have 
rich  yellow  legs;  that  the  legs  grow  pale  as 
the  hens  grow  older.  Neither  do  they  have 
snow  white  plumage,  at  least  not  one  in  a 
thousand.  The  man,  too,  would  probably 
get  fewer  chickens  from  thirteen  extremely 
large  eggs  than  he  would  from  the  same 
number  of  average  size.  Our  experience  is 
that  the  average  fertility  is  lower  in  great  big 
eggs,  and  they  hatch  poorer.  We  think  our 
friend  took  a  large  risk  in  filling  the  order; 
such  a  customer  will  most  certainly  lie  dissat- 
isfied, whatever  the  result  he  gets  from  the 
sitting,  and  :is  there  is  very  small  margin  of 
profit  in  eggs  at  81  per  sitting,  he  would  have 
saved  himself  the  probability  of  a  vicious  kick, 
and  saved  his  own  self  respect  by  returning 
the  money  to  the  sender. 

The  poet  says,  "  Man  wants  but  little  here 
below,'' but  if  the  poet  had  been  in  the  poul- 
try business  he  would  have  changed  the  word- 
ing somewhat,  aud  it  might  read  : 

"  Some  men  want  a  good  deal  from  a  sitting 
of  eggs,"  then  he  would  add,  in  parenthesis, 
"  (but  they  do  not  always  get  it,  just  the 
same)." 


Marking  Poultry. 

In  growing  pure  bred  chicks  among  a  lot  of 
grades,  or  when  growing  for  breeding  pur- 
poses another  year,  the  marking  of  the  birds, 
to  distinguish  them  w  hen  matured,  becomes  a 
necessity.  This  may  be  done  by  the  use  of 
leg  bands  placed  on  the  chicks  before  being 
weaned  by  the  hens ;  or  by  punching  a  hole  in 
the  web  of  the  foot,  keeping  the  record  of  the 
punches  made.  In  this  way  a  number  of 
broods  can  be  marked  and  kept  separate  for 
breeders,  and  this  becomes  a  practical  neces- 
sity when  attempting  to  build  up  a  flock  of 
great  layers  or  most  rapid  growers.  No 
improvement  can  come  by  selecting  breeders 
indiscriminately.  Some  system  must  be  per- 
fected by  which  only  the  best  will  be  used  for 
breeding  purposes,  and  this  renders  the  mark- 
ing of  the  chicks  a  matter  of  importance.— 
Maine  Farmer. 


To  go  into  the  poultry  business  blindly  is  to 
lose  money  as  rapidly  as  in  any  other  pursuit. 
— Maine  Farmer. 
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A  >Ieat  Mfal  Talk, 

Kpiteiitly  we  nceivid  a  letter  from  one  of 
Farm-1'()I  I.ti{y's  readers,  as  follows: 

"  [  wouKI  like  to  know  more  about  the 
keeping  qualities  of  meat  mejil.  I  have  valiieil 
it  iis  a  most  desirable  ration  for  my  tlock,  piir- 
ehasable  at  a  cost  too  small  to  warrant  tlie 
expense  of  a  ijooil  bone  cutter. 

"  Last  winter  I  bouijht  some  meat  meal  of  a 
loeal  ilealer.  Where  he  obtained  it,  or  liow 
long  he  had  kept  it,  I  do  not  know  ;  but  1 
never  had  so  large  a  per  cent  of  mortality  in 
my  lloek  as  seemed  to  follow  its  use. 

I  fed  only  first  elass  grains,  so  the  grain 
could  not  have  been  the  cause  of  the  sii-kuess. 
Sickness  abated  when  the  meat  meal  was  dis- 
continued. The  meal  may  have  been  tdl  right, 
yet  I  am  suspicious  of  it.  I  would  like  to 
know  about  the  keeping  (lualities  of  meat 
meal,  especially  in  hot  weather.  Obviously, 
the  owner  of  a  small  llock  cannot  order  it  in 
quantity,  if  it  will  not  keep.  S.  I'." 

Good  meat  meal,  put  up  by  reliable  manu- 
facturers who  make  a  business  of  keeping  a 
standard  article  on  the  market,  will  keep  for 
a  long  lin\e.  The  standard  product  is  made 
of  good  meat  thoroughly  cooked,  ground,  and 
kiln  dried.  Unless  exposed  to  wet  and  insects 
it  should  keep  sufBciently  long  for  all  practical 
purposes.  We  recently  had  some  meat  meal 
which  was  perfectly  good  that  had  been  kept 
over  a  year,  and  had  probably  been  shipped 
from  the  abattoir,  where  it  was  manufac- 
tured, some  weeks  prior  to  re;iching  the  place 
where  it  was  stored. 

Some  of  the  meat  meals  that  are  now  ottered 
for  sale  are  better  fitted  to  be  used  as  fertilizer 
than  for  poulti'y  food.  For  the  most  part 
these  are  the  output  of  small  concerns,  and 
find  their  way  on  the  market  in  nameless 
sacks.  If  a  sample  of  meat  meal  looks  and 
smells  like  fertilizer,  it  is  a  pretty  safe  thing 
to  avoid.  Any  meat  meal  is  liable  to  have  a 
slightly  disagreeable  odor,  but  if  it  is  a  good 
wholesome  article  it  will  not  stink. 

The  most  desirable  meat  meal  should  be 
made  of  good  fresh  meat  and  bone.  Where 
the  fresh  waste  is  collected  at  an  abattoir, 
and  immediately  cooked,  ground  and  dried, 
(the  excess  of  fat  being  removed),  it  makes  a 
most  desirable  pure  food  product,  and  one 
that  is  bound  to  give  only  good  results  when 
properly  used.  If  the  meat  from  which  the 
meal  is  to  be  made  is  diseased  and  in  a  state 
of  putridity,  no  amount  of  cooking,  grinding 
and  drying  will  render  it  fit  for  food.  The 
putrefactive  changes  create  poisonous  chemical 
compounds  which  are  dangerous  to  the  health 
of  the  fowl.  The  boiling  and  baking  the  meat 
is  subjected  to  may  kill  the  germs,  but  it  does 
not  eliminate  the  putrid  elements  contained  in 
reeking  rotten  fle.sh  and  bone.  If  the  food  be 
impure  it  is  bound  to  emlanger  the  organs  of 
digestion. 

In  selecting  a  meat  meal  we  should  be 
guided  by  the  reputation  of  the  manufacturer, 
his  guaranty  of  the  purity  of  the  product  and 
the  material  from  which  it  was  made;  by  the 
appearance  and  odor,  freedom  from  must, 
mold  or  worms;  by  the  effect  of  a  sample  fed 
to  fowls,  and  lastly  by  the  chemical  analysis. 
This  last  factor  we  do  not  place  a  great  deal 
of  dependence  in,  since  a  sample  that  is  prac- 
tically unfit  for  food  on  account  of  its  eflect 
on  the  digestive  organs,  may  show  by  analysis 
more  protein  than  a  meal  that  is  a  purer  food 
and  more  digestible.  The  honesty  of  the 
manufacturer,  his  guaranty,  and  his  reputa- 
tion are  the  things  on  which  you  will  have  to 
place  the  most  dependence  until  actual  test 
has  been  made  in  feeding  the  product. 

Never  buy  any  meat  food  for  poultry  w  hich 
conies  from  an  unknown  source.  Unless  the 
manufacturer  has  suflicient  confidence  in  his 
meal  to  stamp  the  sacks  with  his  name  and 
guaranty  it  is  a  pretty  safe  thing  to  steer  clear 
of.  Even  the  best  may  vary  some  in  com- 
position and  digestibility,  and  it  is  wise  when- 
ever a  new  lot  is  purchased  to  feed  sparingly 
at  first  until  the  fowls  become  accustomed  to 
it.  Some  of  the  cheap  meat  scraps  sokl  by 
soap  boiling  establishments  are  worse  than  no 
meat  food  at  all,  and  are  a  fruitful  source  of 
disease  in  chicks  and  fowls. 

A  good  meat  meal  is  a  valuable  article,  and 
is  almost  the  equal  of  fresh  cut  beef  bones. 
As  the  bones  are  not  always  to  be  had,  and 
an?  on  account  of  their  perishability,  difficult 
t'>  h;uidle  in  quantity  in  warm  weather,  meat 
meal  is  a  neeessitv.     It  must   alwavs  be 


remembered  that  it  is  a  highly  concentrated 
food  ;  a  little  of  it  goes  a  gn'at  ways, especially 
in  warm  weather.  In  feeding  it  it  is  a  good 
plan  to  begin  with  a  very  small  quantity,  and 
work  up  until,  (for  adult  fowls),  you  have  it 
form  no  more  than  twelve  per  cent  of  the 
mash  food.  It  takes  the  place  of  and  iilli  r- 
nates  with  cut  bone. 

In  feeding  it  to  little  chicks  care  must  be 
exercised  not  to  useHoo  much.  A  very  little 
of  :my  kind  of  meat  food  goes  a  long  way 
with  small  chicks,  and  too  much,  especially  if 
accompanied  by  overheating  and  lack  of  sutli- 
cient  exercise,  is  liable  to  result  in  bowel 
troubles  and  rti  gouty  cramps  of  the  toes,  and 
swollen  "rheumatic"  joints  and  legs.  Like 
all  good  things,  you  can  have  too  much  of  it. 

When  you  buy  get  a  good  standard  article, 
and  you  need  not  worry  about  its  keeping 
(pialities  unless  the  dealer  has  been  willfully 
careless  in  keeping  and  handling  it.  Never 
buy  anything  because  it  is  "  cheap."  Real 
cheapness  in  food  is  to  be  estimated  by  what 
return  you  get  for  your  money.  lUiying 
seventy-five  cent  goods  at  a  "bargain"  for 
$1.50,  when  you  could  get  the  best  $2  goods 
for  $2,  is  poor  policy.  Any  meat  meal  that  is 
fit  for  use  will  cost  $2  a  hundred  pound  bag 
in  small  lots.  Dit.  W(X)l)S. 


"  Water  Glass,"  — An  Egg  I'resei'vativc. 

Having  received  numerous  inquiries  from 
farmers  during  the  past  two  months  respect- 
ing the  merits  of  "  water  glass"  as  a  medium 
in  which  to  keep  eggs,  we  are  led  to  think 
that  certain  conclusions  drawn  from  an 
experiment  lately  brought  to  a  close  with  this 
and  other  preservatives  will  be  of  interest  to 
your  readers. 

The  investigation  was  commenced  last  Sep- 
tember, perfectly  fresh  eggs  from  the  farm 
poultry  house  being  used  for  the  test,  which 
consisted  in  immersing  the  eggs  for  varying 
lengths  of  time,  from  a  few  hours  to  six 
months,  in  (a)  limewater,  and  (b)  10  per  cent 
solution  ot  water  gjass.  Those  eggs  which 
were  treated  for  a  few  hours,  days  or  weeks, 
as  the  case  might  be,  were  subsequently 
placed,  together  with  the  untreated  eggs  to  be 
used  as  a  check,  in  a  rack  within  a  drawer  in 
the  laboratory  till  the  close  of  the  experiment, 
March  30th,  1890.  All  the  eggs  were  at  a 
temperature  from  05°  to  72°  F.  throughout 
the  trial. 

The  testing  consisted  in  breaking  the  eggs 
into  a  glass  and  noting  the  appearance  of  the 
white  and  yolk,  whether  the  yolk  was  stuck 
to  the  shell,  size  of  air  space,  odor,  etc.  The 
eggs  were  then  poached,  and  again  the  odor, 
appearance,  etc.,  noted.  "Without  giving  in 
detail  the  results  of  the  various  trials,  it  may 
sutflce  for  present  purposes  to  sunmiarize  the 
conclusions  reached,  as  follows  :  — 

1.  In  no  instance,  cither  of  treated  or 
untreated  eggs,  were 'any  "  bad  "  eggs  found. 

2.  In  all  cases  where  the  eggs  were  not 
kept  covered  with  the  preservative  solution 
throughout  the  period  of  the  test,  shrinkage 
of  the  contents  had  taken  place,  as  shown  by 
the  larger  air  space,  the  less  globular  form  of 
the  yolk,  and  in  many  instances  by  the  adher- 
ence of  the  yolk  to  the  shell.  The  eggs  treated 
for  seven  days  and  less  with  lime  water 
showed  somewhat  less  shrinkage  than  those 
treated  a  similar  length  of  time  with  silicate 
of  soda. 

.3.  It  would  appear  that  lime  water  and 
water  glass  used  continuously  are  equally 
efiicacious  in  preventing  shrinkage.  They 
may  also  be  said  to  give  practically  the  same 
results  as  regards  both  external  and  internal 
appearances,  flavor,  etc.,  of  the  eggs  pre- 
served. Since  water  glass  (silicate  of  soda) 
is  more  costly  and  more  disagreeable  to  use 
than  lime  water,  we  could  not  from  the 
present  results  recommend  the  former  as  the 
better  preservative. 

4.  The  albumen  or  white  in  all  the  pre- 
served eggs  was  vei-y  faintly  yellow,  though 
not  to  the  same  degree  in  all  the  eggs,  the  tint 
becoming  deeper  on  boiling. 

5.  No  oflensive  odor  was  to  be  perceived 
from  any  of  the  eggs  when  broken,  but  in  all 
instances  a  faint  but  peculiar  musty  or  stale 
odor  and  flavor  developed  on  poaching. 

6.  It  is  probable  that  no  preservative  will 
prevent  the  loss  of  flavor  possessed  by,  the 
fresh  egg,  but  those  which  wholly  exclude 
the  air  (and  thus  at  the  same  time  prevent 
shrink.iire  from  evaporation)  will  be  the  most 


successful.  CorUinuous  submergence  is  evi- 
<lently  better  than  trealnient  for  a  few  days. 

Water  glass,  known  chemically  as  silicate 
of  soda,  is  u  fluid,  quoteil  at  00c.  per  gallon. 
It  is  highly  caustic,  due  to  excess  of  soda, 
and  conse(iuently  is  more  disagreeable  to  use 
than  lime  water. 

The  lime  water  may  be  ni:idc  bv  pulling 
two  or  three  jiounds  of  good  fresh  lime  in  live 
gallons  of  water,  stirring  well  at  intervals  for 
a  few  hours,  and  then  allowjil  to  .settle.  The 
clear  supernatant  fluid  cim  then  be  poured 
over  the  eggs,  which  have  been  previously 
I)laced  in  a  crock  or  water-tight  barrel.  Some 
authorities  reconnnend  the  addition  of  a 
pound  or  so  of  salt  to  the  lime  wsiter,  but  the 
writers  are  of  the  opinion  that  this  is  umieces- 
sary,  and  probably  leads  to  the  imparting  of  a 
limy  flavor  to  the  eggs  by  inducing  an  inter- 
chan^'e  of  the  fluids  within  and  without  the 
egg. 

The  all  essential  points  to  be  remembered 
arc:  (1)  that  the  eggs  to  be  preserved  shall 
be  perfectly  fresh ;  and  (2)  that  they  shall  be 
covered  with  the  preser\ative  fluid. 

FitANK  T.  Sin  Tl  ,  chemist. 
Dominion  Experimental  Farms, 
Ottawa,  Canada. 


The  Farmer's  Poultry. 

"  What  breed  of  chickens  is  the  most  profit- 
able for  the  farmer?  Is  the  pure  bred  poul- 
try practically  as  good  for  the  farmer  as  the 
mixed  breeds? " 

This  question  can  be  answered  two  ways  — 
yes,  or  no.  It  depends  entirely  on  what  the 
above  query  means.  T  presume  that  the 
meaning  intended  is,  which  is  the  more 
preferable  for  the  farmer,  the  flock  of  mixed 
breeds,  or  where  the  flock  is  kept  pure  by 
sticking  strictly  to  one  variety  of  a  certain 
breed  ?  It  could  still  be  taken  another  way  — 
does  it  mean  one  breed,  or  a  mixture  of 
several  of  the  several  varieties  of  the  bi  eed? 

I  believe,  all  things  considered,  that  the 
flock  of  pure  bred  poultry  is  generally  the 
more  satisfactory  to  the  average  farmer;  but 
as  to  whether  a  flock  of  Barred  Plymouth 
Rocks,  for  instance,  would  be  of  more  prac- 
tical value  than  a  flock  of  Plymouth  Rocks, 
instead  of  being  made  up  of  a  single  pure 
variety,  composed  of  a  crossing  of  the  half- 
dozen  varieties  of  the  Plymouth  Rock  breed,  is 
a  question.  Arguing  on  the  theory  that  cross- 
ing varieties  produces  stronger  and  more  vig- 
orous progeny  generally,  the  latter  flock  would 
be  the  most  satisfactory  generally.  On  the 
other  hand,  accepting  the  ideas  of  the  pure 
bred  breeder,  the  pure  variety  woukl  be  the 
one  most  liable  to  be  the  more  practical  from 
a  money  making  standpoint.  Person:illy,  I 
much  prefer  the  pure  bred  variety.  I  believe 
in  the  end  they  will  be  found  just  as  practical 
in  every  I'espect  as  any  crossing  could  possibly 
be.  This  is  a  matter,  however,  that  will  not 
stand  in  all  cases;  it  depends  directly  on  how 
the  flock  is  kept  up.  If  the  owner  is  careful 
t5  introduce  new  blood  each  year  that  is  vig- 
orous, there  will  be  no  trouble;  but  on  the 
other  hand,  if  he  is  inclined  to  inbreed  closely, 
no  one  will  care  to  vouch  for  the  results. 

In  a  pure  bred  flock  the  owner  has  one 
result  that  he  can  not  possibly  secure  in  a 
mongrel  mess  of  breeding,  and  this  is  uni- 
formity of  color,  size,  temperament,  and  gen- 
eral requirements.  The  fact  that  the  best 
possible  records  have  been  secured  from  the 
strictly  pure  bred  fowls  is  evidence  that  they 
are  superior  to  the  cross  bred  breed  in  prac- 
tically every  position  that  they  can  be  placed. 

The  pure  breed  often  i>i  handicapped  by  the 
fact  that  the  owner  expects  that  the  fowls  are 
better  able  to  care  for  themselves;  or,  in 
other  words,  that  they  are  bound  up  in  some 
peculiar  circumstance,  and  are  bound  to  do 
better.  This  theory  is  entirely  wrong;  the 
pure  bred  fowl  is  no  more  capable  of  doing 
and  producing  superior  poultry  results  than 
other  ot  the  domestic  animals.  At  the  very 
best  they  are  all  machines,  and  the  result's 
that  they  produce  depend  entirely  on  what 
they  are  eusineered  to  do;  or,  in  other  words, 
the'fowl  will  do  as  it  is  able,  according  to  its 
surroundings. 

Sometimes  it  is  a  fact  that  a  breed  is  entirely 
condemneil  simply  because  the  owner  has 
selected  a  fowl  that  is  not  suited  to  his  wants. 
The  lireed  should  be  something  that  is  to  be 
consistent  with  the  conditions  to  which  it  is 
to  be  suiijected.  As  a  rule,  never  buy  Leg- 
horns for  marketable  fowls;  nor  a  Brahma 
for  eggs.  If  one  wants  a  general  purpose 
fowl,  do  not  take  either;  try  the  Plymouth 
Rock  or  Wyandotte.— C.  P."  Rkvnoli>8,  in 
Fnrmer^s  Guide. 


DurabiUty  ts 
Better  Than  Show. 

The  wealth  of  the  niulti-niillionaires  is 
not  equal  to  good  health.  Riches  without 
health  are  a  curse,  and  yet  the  rich,  the 
middle  classes  and  the  poor  alike  have,  in 
Hood's  Sarsaparilla,  a  valuable  assistant 
in  gettiiiK  and  niaintaining;  perfect  health. 
Be  sure  to  get  Hood's  because 


BREEDi  STOCK 

For  Sale. 

Ilavlii;;  lliiislieil  liatcliliit;  for  Hits  season,  I  will  sell 
llu- slocl:  I  liavc  Ijreil  from  lii  IoIb  Id  suit.  Must  1)0 
solil  lo  make  room  for  tlie  j'ouuKsters. 

Barred  Plymouth  Rocks, 

(HiiiwH  Eirir  Strain:  "tlie  business  fowl  of  the 
liltli  ccniui-y)." 

White  Wyandottes, 

(Brown  Egg,  TroUflc  Laylnc  Stock). 

A.  F.  HUNTER, 

South  Natick,  Mass. 

"210  EGG  STRAIN" 

•         C  V  

White  Wyandottes. 

Breil  tor  ulllltv.  TuUets  ot  this  strain  nialnie  vhen 
five  months  old ^  are  of  standard  iceight,  and  have  aver- 
aged 210  broien  eqqs  per  year. 

Visioious  cockerels  for  sale  after  Septcniliev  1st. 

F.  K.  WOODS, 

Formerly  at  Natick.  Mansfield,  Masg. 

REMINGTON'S 

BLACK  LANGSHANS. 

As  the  season  is  now  ended,  I  will  sell  a  few  of  my 
this  season's  breeders  to  make  room  for  youn;;  stock, 
at  rcasonal)lu  prices,  Young  stock  for  sale  after 
.September  Ist. 

J.  S.  KEMINGTON, 
P.O.  Box  136.  Greeuville,  K.  I. 

RAYMOND'S 


WHITE 
BUFF 


Wyandottes 


SILVER 
GOLDEN 


AregrcaMaycisaswellas  PRIZE  'WINNERS, 
and  liavc  rich  vcllow  lej-'s  and  corj-eol  i>lumaKe. 
A  few  line  vcarllug  breeders,  $l..'iU  and  S2  eaeli. 

WILL  H.  RAYMOND, 
BoxfiSfi,      Central  Falls,  R.  I. 


B 


alley's 
ROWN  LEGHORNS. 


Noted  layers,  prize  winners,  and  non-sUters. 

J.  A.  BAILEY, 
No.  738  14th  St.,  Denver,  Colo. 

BLACK  LANGSHANS 

At  Your  Own  Price. 

I  am  about  to  leave  the  city,  and  must  dispose  of  my 
entire  stock,  ir  you  want  anylblug  in  Langtrlians 
wiiie  anil  (Jtet  tlie  lii^Kest  values  oHertd  Ibis  year. 
Will  sell  ill  any  (luanliiy.  Address, 

J.  H.  LORD,  Box  20,  Lawrence,  Mass. 

DECKER'S  NOVELTY  LEG  BANDS, 

for  poultry  and  pltreons.  I'erma- 
sneiit  success;  five  years  In  use;  a 
|beautiful  band  for  tbesliow  room. 
I  Marked  w  itii  any  letters  or  nuni- 
(bersyou  wisli.  Forpedigreebreed- 
van  wi!  make  sizes  to  eany  chicks 
fiiini  shell  to  maturity.  Brldpe- 

fiort.  Conn. — It  is  tiie  only  l)and  1 
lave  liad  that  Is  sure  lo  stay  on. 
—  W.  E.  Howe.  When  orderinj;  mention  breed. 
I'rice,  '25  cts.  per  doz. ;  4()c(s.  for  two  doz. :  $1.2.5  perlOO. 
Send  tor  cir.      W.  .J.  DECKiCR  &  CO.,  Leonla,  N  .J. 


For  Sale. 

Black  Langshans.  Wliile  Wyandottes,  Brown  Leg- 
horns, and  I{.  I.  Reds,  at  from  $4  to  $6  per  dozen, 
according  lo  age  and  oualitv. 

C.  I.  DlioWNE,  SandOTvn,  N.  H. 
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ARM-  FOIJ  LTR  Y 


Ifnwlse  Treatment. 

[Tbere  are  limes  when  we  liave  lo  ililTer 
with  opinions  un'l  advice  given  by  ►onie  of 
our  contemporarief',  and  this  is  one  of  them. 
—  KiJ.] 

"  GapeH  and  a  Remedy. 
"  There  are  several  remedies  for  gapes,  but 
the  difficulty  is  that  sometiiues  the  chicks 
must  be  handled.  The  difficulty  occurs  mostly 
on  farms  upon  which  fowls  have  been  kept 
for  years.  It  is  caused  by  a  collection  of 
small  thread-like  worms  in  the  windi)ipe  of 
the  chicken.  To  kill  these  worms  and  not 
injure  the  chicken,  is  laborious.  Take  a  glass 
tube  with  a  small  rubber  bulb  (which  apothe- 
caries j^elj.  for  a  '  medicine  dro[)per'),  half  fill 
it  with  camphorated  oil,  and  insfTting  the  tip 
in  the  windpipe,  discharge  the  oil.  A  small 
oU  can  used  for  sewing  machines  may  serve 
lu  place  of  the  medicine  dropper.  Operate  as 
follows:  Place  the  chicken  backdown  between 
your  knees,  and  hold  it  gently;  open  the  bill, 
and  draw  the  tongue.  Seize  the  lower 
mandible  and  tongue,  thus  drawn  out  between 
the  forefinger  and  thumbnail  of  the  left  hand. 
This  will  bring  into  view  the  opening  into  the 
windpipe  at  the  base  of  the  tongue,  into  which 
gently  in.-ert  the  tube  and  discharge  the  oil. 
Using  about  one  drop.  Close  the  bill  and  hold 
the  head  still  for  a  few  seconds.  Then  let  the 
chicken  go, and  it  will  cough,  splattering  some 
of  the  oil  out,  but  enough  remains  to  destroy 
the  worms,  and  they  will  be  coughed  up  and 
swallowed.  The  gapes  continue  for  some 
time  after  the  treatment,  but  the  remedy  will 
be  effectual  in  every  case  if  properly  applied, 
and  it  may  be  readily  repeated,  if  considered 
worth  while,  as  often  as  necessary.  After  a 
little  practice  it  is  very  easily  applied,  and 
always  succeeds.  A  bread  crumb  upon  which 
is  one  or  two  dro|)s  of  a  mixture  of  camphor- 
ated oil  and  oil  of  turpentine  forced  down  the 
throat  is  sometimes  effectual,  but  it  does  not 
always  reach  the  windpipe.  Pulling  out  the 
worms  with  the  strip  of  a  feather  is  painful 
to  the  chick." 

[The  aljove  clipping,  which  we  take  from  a 
farmers"  paper,  comes  pretty  close  to  being 
pernicious  advice.  Ninety-nine  readers  in  the 
hundred  do  not  possess  a  sufficiently  delicate 
touch  and  the  skill  to  perform  this  operation 
successfully.  The  average  poultrymau  who 
was  foolish  enough  to  try  this  lemedy  for 
gapes,  would  probal)ly  kill  at  least  fifty  per 
cent  of  the  chicks  he  attempted  to  treat. 
Which  would  do  the  most  harm,  the  gapes  if 
let  alone,  or  this  treatment,  which  is  not 
always  etVectual,  an<l  requires  repetition?  It 
is  a  difficult  thing  to  drop  oil  with  a  medicine 
dropper,  and  one  only  has  to  try  the  operation 
to  become  convinced  that  injecting  oil  into  the 
windpipe  of  a  struggling  chick  is  no  sinecure, 
and  it  comes  pretty  close  to  being  cruelty  to 
animals.  Unless  a  very  skillful  operator,  one 
would  be  very  apt  to  fill  the  chick's  windpipe, 
with  the  oil,  and  so  kill  it.  The  windpipe  isn't 
built  like  the  oil  hole  in  a  sewing  machine. 
The  writer  of  the  article  quoted  says : 
"  Pulling  out  the  worms  with  a  strip  of 
feather,  is  painful  to  the  chick."  Probably  it 
is;  any  treatment  to  be  effective  would  be 
accompanied  \n  ith  some  disagreeable  features. 
The  worms  are  in  the  windpipe,  and  must 
come  out;  the  best  treatment  is  that  which 
gets  rid  of  them  promptly  and  eflcctively  with 
the  least  injury  to  the  chick.  "With  a  strip  of 
feather  dry  or  barely  moistened  with  oil  or 
albolene,  it  is  possible  to  clear  the  windpipe  of 
worms,  and  another  treatment  is  seldom 
necessary.  It  may  be  painful,  but  it  is 
effective,  done  with  comparative  ease,  and 
less  dangerous  to  the  life  of  the  chick  — for  if 
any  care  is  exercised  the  chick  need  not  be 
choked  to  death.  If  the  author  of  the  treat- 
ment quoted  thinks  that  it  is  not  painful  to 
the  chick,  let  him  try  squirting  camphorated 
oil  down  his  own  windpipe;  we  will  warrant 
thiit  one.  operation  will  be  sutlicient  to  last 
him  some  time,  and  to  remind  him  of  a 
warmer  climate. 

The  passing  of  a  gape  worm  extractor  or  a 
feather  strip  barely  wet  with  oil  (or  even  dry) 
and  withdrawing  the  worms  w  ith  it,  is  suffi- 
ciently dangerous  operation,  and  a  disagree- 
able one  for  the  operator  and  the  patient;  but 
it  is  most  elVective,  and  it  is  not  in  the  least 
degree  as  dangerous  as  oiling  the  windpipe 
with  an  oil  can  or  a  medicine  dropper  half 
full  of  oil.  This  manner  of  treating  gapes  is 
a  gooil  one  to  Steer  clear  of. —  Kn.  F.-P.] 


Venetian   Kert  as  a  INniltry  Kcniedy. 

Venetian  red  has  long  been  a  popular 
remedy  with  some  poullryuien.  Personally 
we  have  never  had  any  experience  with  it, 
and  until  recently  had  not  had  any  authentic 
cases  reported  to  us  of  its  usefulness  in  poul- 
try diseases. 

On  general  principles  we  were  averse  to 
buying  medicine  in  a  paint  shop  —  not  on 
account  of  its  being  a  paint  shop,  but  because 
of  the  many  commercial  substitutes  for  pure 
articles,  we  might  experience  some  difficulty 
in  getting *he  real  thing.  Still,  if  one  could 
buy  pure  Venetian  red  at  a  paint  shop  cheaper 
than  at  a  drug  store,  we  do  not  see  any  objec- 
tion to  doing  so,  and  as  the  stuff  is  cheap, 
there  is  not  a  great  deal  of  danger  of  getting  a 
substitute  if  you  ask  for  the  pure.  AVe  have 
not  met  any  cheap  substitute  for  the  red. 

A'enetian  red  is  the  red  oxide  of  iron,  and 
undoubtedly  possesses  medicinal  virtue.  Its 
value  is  vouched  for  by  reliable  men,  and  we 
can  see  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be  tried 
in  the  diseases  for  which  it  is  recommended  ; 
more  especially  as  it  is  found  useful  in  troubles 
which  have  hitherto  been  considered  iucuraljle 
and  fatal. 

Personally  we  have  given  preference  to  the 
druggists'  preparation  of  iron  oxide  known  as 
saccharated  red  oxide  of  iron,  solulde  iron, 
or  iron  sugar.  In  using  this  the  dose  would 
be  dirterent  from  the  "S'enetian  red,  and  it 
differs  from  the  red  by  being  soluble  in  water, 
while  the  red  is  only  soluble  in  acids.  In  the 
economy  of  the  fowl,  the  results  would  prob- 
ably be  about  the  same  with  either,  as  the 
digestive  fluids  would  act  as  solvents  for  the 
red.  Iron  sugar  represents  almost  three  per 
cent  metalic  iron. 

Venetian  red  is  used  in  the  drinking  water 
al)out  a  teaspoonful  (for  fowls,  less  forchicks) 
in  a  quart  of  water.  It  does  not  dissolve,  and 
in  time  settles  to  the  bottom  of  the  vessel. 
The  water  is  renewed  without  rinsing  out  the 
powder  which  rises  to  the  surface  >vhen  fresh 
water  is  added.  In  using  soluble  iron  we 
should  put  about  thirty  grains  in  a  pint  of 
drinking  water  for  adult  fowls;  less  for 
chickens, —  say  ten  grains. 

Those  who  have  used  Venetian  red  are 
inclined  to  attribute  to  it  "  cure  all"  virtues, 
much  the  same  as  any  enthusiast  is  liable  to 
overrate  the  curing  capacity  of  his  special 
favorite  remedy.  There  is  reason  to  believe 
in  the  value  of  Venetian  red  in  the  treat- 
ment of  the  following:—  canker,  some  bowel 
troubles,  (more  especially  those  accompanied 
liy  wasting  of  flesh),  "  growing  light,"  "  past- 
ing up  behind"  in  chicks,  and  iu  all  diseases 
where  a  blood  tonic  would  be  useful. 

We  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Jodrey,of  Dauvers, 
Mass.,  for  some  interesting  and  reliable  facts 
regarding  the  use  of  Veneti:in  red.  lie  has 
used  it  with  good  success  for  fowls  affected 
with  bowel  trouble,  that  were  "  going  light." 
Here  is  an  extract  from  a  personal  letter  that 
will  be  found  interesting:  ''One  of  my 
neighbors  had  a  very  sick  hen  alVected  with 
canker  and  bowel  trouble.  He  used  Venetian 
red  in  her  drinking  water  in  treating  the 
bowel  trouble,  and  to  his  surprise  the  canker 
got  well  without  other  treatment.  This  bird 
has  since  scored  97  under  Felch,  and  even  won 
a  second  at  Boston.  She  seems  in  perfect 
health,  and  her  chicks  are  strong  and  vig- 
orous." 

A  recent  letter  reads  as  follows  : 

"Dear  Doctor: — Recently  by  an  oversight  I 
neglected  to  close  one  of  my  brooders  at  night. 
The  next  morning  was  cold,  and  of  course  the 
chicks  were  out  bright  and  early.  About  G..'iO 
I  found  them  all  huddled  and  cold.  I  gave 
them  .some  aconite,  but  it  did  not  prevent 
trouble.  In  a  few  days  nearly  all  had  bowel 
trouble,  and  were  stuck  up  behind.  I  lost 
two,  and  it  looked  as  if  about  half  in  the 
brooder  would  follow.  Last  Jlonday  I  gave 
them  about  a  third  of  a  teaspoonful  of  the  red 
powder  which  I  sent  you  (Venetian  red)  in 
their  drinking  water.  Today  (Friday)  they 
are  all  as  well  as  ever.  I  have  added  water 
each  day  tothc  fountain,  but  have  not  removed 
the  powder.  Tomorrow  I  will  give  pure 
water  only.       Very  truly  yours, 

J.  C.  JonuKY."' 

If  the  red  will  only  prove  itself  as  useful  in 
all  cases  of  '•  pasted  up  behind  "  !is  it  did  in 
this  case,  it  will  indeed  prove  a  valuable 
remedy.    M'ishing  to  obtain  all  the  facts  pos- 


sible concerning  the  use  and  value  of  Venetian 
red  as  a  poultry  remedy,  wc  again  wrote  to 
Mr.  .Todrcy  asking  him  to  give  us  more  par- 
ticulars, and  to  state  how  long  he  had  used  it. 
,\n  Intelligent  observing  "hen  man"  who 
has  been  many  years  in  the  business,  must 
necessarily  have  had  some  valuable  experi- 
ence, and,  the.-efore,  what  he  is  able  to  tell  us 
of  his  experience  with  this  remedy  is  of  value. 
We  give  below  extracts'  from  Mr.  Jodrey's 
reply,  and  from  personal  acquaintance  with 
him  we  are  sure  that  he  is  giving  us  actual 
honest  e.\perience,  and,  as  such,  it  is  valuable 
testimony  in  regard  to  the  remedy  in  question. 

Mr.  Jodrey  says:  "I  have  flsed  Venetian 
red  for  ten  or  twelve  years,  perhaps  more. 
Have  used  it  for  desperate  cases  where  death 
seemed  sure,  and  to  my  surprise  the  birds 
recovered.  For  bowel  trouble  (diarrhu-a) 
would  give  one-half  a  teaspoonful  in  a  half- 
pint  to  a  pint  of  water;  renewing  the  water 
every  two  or  three  days  by  pouring  off  and 
leaving  the  red  in  the  drinking  dish  as  it 
settles  to  the  bottom.  One  spoonful  of  the 
red  has  cured  nine  cases  out  of  ten. 

"  For  birds  that  were  growing  light,  with- 
out any  perceptible  disease,  excepting  that 
the  droppings  were  of  greenish  color,  I  have 
found  it  a  valuable  restorative.  1  have  a 
valuable  bird,  now  '  (?i  e'j'js,^  which  was  so 
much  reduced  in  weight  that  I  felt  sure  she 
was  a  'goner,'  but  I  penned  her  up  and  gave 
her  nothing  to  ilrink  but  the  red  in  water  as 
aljove  mentioned,  and  she  is  now  perfectly 
well,  and  laying  fertile  eggs. 

"  I  had  one  case  of  diarrh(ca  that  the  bird 
refused  to  eat  or  drink  for  three  or  four  days, 
and  I  used  to  make  her  take  some  of  the  red 
iu  drink ;  iu  a  few  days  she  commenced  to  eat 
a  very  little,  ami  finally  she  got  well. 

"Have  used  it  iu  the  food,  but  I  did  not 
have  such  good  results,  as  I  was  uualjle  to 
give  careful  attention  to  using  it  in  that 
manner. 

*•  I  never  used  it  for  chicks  until  this  season, 
aud  I  wrote  you  about  that.  I  did  not  use 
above  half  a  teaspooufuKfor  eighteen  chicks, 
and  I  did  not  lose  a  chick  after  I  began  to  use  it. 

"  Have  given  the  powder  to  my  friends  for 
their  fowls,  and  they  have  bail  like  good 
results  from  its  use. 

"  This  has  been  my  experieuce  with  Vene- 
tian red  (the  pure  Venetian  red  powder  such 
as  can  be  bought  at  any  reliable  paint  shop), 
and  I  consider  it  a  most  valuable  medicine  for 
use  in  the  poultry  yard,  and  would  not  be 
without  it." 

The  above  evidence,  based  on  a  dozen  or 
more  years  experience  of  a  reliable  and 
observing  poultryman,  must  have  weight,  and 
warrants  our  giving  the  remedy  a  trial  when 
we  have  similar  cases  of  disease  to  deal  with. 
We  would  be  pleased  to  have  Faum-Poi-ltry 
readers  give  this  remedy  a  trial  in  the  treat- 
ment of  the  di^eases  herein  mentioned,  and 
we  will  esteem  it  a  favor  if  they  will  report  to 
us  the  results.  Dk.  Woods. 


Wide  or  Narrow  liation. 

Another  interesting  experiment  was  tried 
to  determine  the  diflerence  between  what  is 
known  as  the  narrow  and  wide  ration.  Most 
people  think  that  the  food  of  the  laying  hen 
must  be  very  rich  in  nitrogenous  food.  In 
this  experiment,  corn  meal  was  substituted 
for  wheat  middlings  and  gluteu  feed  in  the 
morning  mash,  and  about  one-half  of  the  oats 
and  wheat  was  replaced  with  corn.  The 
same  amounts  of  cut  clover  and  animal  meal 
were  given  in  both  rations.  To  put  the  thing 
exactly,  the  following  table  shows  how  these 
r:itions  dill'er.  This  gives  the  food  consumed 
from  December  12  to  April  30,  a  period  of 
one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  days: 


Narrow  Kalinn.  VVi»Ir  Ration. 


Kinils  of  Foot). 

Wheat, 

2.')7 

120 

Oats, 

147 

(Jo 

nran. 

43 

39  . 

Middlings, 

43 

(Jliiteu  feed. 

43 

Animal  meal, 

43 

39 

Clover, 

44 

39 

Corn  meal. 

lOS 

Corn, 

13G 

Calibage, 

IS  5-lG 

IG  .T-IG 

The  same  experiment  was  tried  in  summer, 
and  after  carefully  noting  the  result,  it  was 
concluded  that  the  hens  fed  most  corn  laid  a 
gre;it  many  more  eggs  in  both  the  winter  and 


summer  experiment.  During  the  winter  the 
hens  on  the  narrow  ration  laid  SGO  eggs,  tho>c 
on  the  wide  ration,  1,071.  In  the  summer  the 
narrow  ration  pen  laid  S59  eggs,  the  other 
1,005.  While  this  will  undoubtedly  surpri>t 
many  of  the  so-called  authorities,  it  will  agree 
with  the  conclusions  of  many  practical  men, 
who  have  found  that  corn  or  corn  meal  fed 
properly,  is  one  of  the  most  useful  grains  for 
poultry.  The  value  of  this  experiment  is  that 
it  shows  that  it  is  not  absolutely  necessary  to 
pay  high  prices  for  wheat,  but  that  corn  and 
meat  reasonably  mixed,  will  prove  a  perfect 
substitute. —  liural  A'tir-  Yorker. 


There  Are  Many  of  Him, 

A  sort  of  freak  is  the  innocent  young  man 
who  has  gone  into  counting  room  or  shop  and 
has  lost  his  health.  He  has  read  returns 
which  prove  to  him  that  there  is  money  in 
hens,  and  he  wants  to  know  the  quantity  of 
land,  description  of  houses,  acreage  of  grain 
to  be  grown,  and  number  of  fowls  necessary 
to  make  a  comfortable  competency.  You  a»k 
incidentally  if  he  knows  anything  about 
poultry  management.  Oh,  no;  hut  it  is  soon 
learned.  He  has  probably  served  an  appren- 
ticeship of  years  to  learn  the  business  in  which 
he  has  lost  his  health,  but  he  can  keep  a  few- 
hundred  hens  successfully  with  very  little 
knowledge.  The  country  is  full  of  such  fail- 
ures, who  will  tell  you  that  "  there  is  no 
money  in  hens,"  What  should  he  have  done? 
Why,  learn  all  about  the  business  thoroughly. 
It  may  take  him  years,  as  it  doubtless  did  to 
learn  his  dry  goods  or  hardware  business. 
After  he  has  thoroughly  learned  the  business 
he  will  find  that  there  is  plenty  of  money  in 
it:  but  it  takes  brains,  skill,  perseverance  and 
energy  to  make  it.  The  day  when  any  old 
woman  could  keep  hens  and  make  them  pay, 
is  gone,  and  forever.  Another  mild  form  of 
lunacy  is  in  the  man  who  has  a  son,  a  brother 
or  cousin  who  has  one  leg,  one  arm  or  one 
eye,  and  who,  "  unfitted  for  every  other 
business,  he  thinks  of  starting  in  poultry 
keeping,"  And  then  follow  the  usual  ques- 
tions as  to  number  of  hens,  description  of 
houses  and  plant,  and  probable  revenue.  Now 
every  poultryman  who  has  successfully  kept 
poultry,  knows  that  it  takes  a  man  sound  in 
mind  and  limb,  with  a  clear  brain,  two  eyes, 
two  hands,  and  two  feet,  to  get  there:  and 
having  got  there,  while  he  is  willing  to  answer 
all  reasonable  questions,  he  is  not  likely  to 
give  away  his  business  to  all  the  world  on  the 
slightest  provocation,—  A,  G.  Gii.UEin-,  in 
Can.  F.  Itevieir. 


Sick  Women  Advised  to  Seek 
Advice    of    Mrs.  Pinkham. 

[letter   to    MRS.    FINKHAU   NO.  94.Sf3] 

"I  had  inflammation  and  fulling 
of  the  ■w'omb,  and  inflammation  of 
ovaries,  aud  was  in  ^eat  pain,  1  toolc 
medicine  prescribed  by  a  physician, 
but  it  did  me  no  g-ood.  At  last  I  heard 
of  Lj-dia  E.  Pinkham's  Vegetable  Com- 
pound, and  after  using-  it  faithfully  I 
am  thankful  to  say  I  am  a  well  women. 
I  would  advise  all  suffering  women  to 
seek  advice  of  Mrs,  Pinkham." — Mbs. 
G,  H,  Chappell,  Gkasx  Fakk,  111. 

"  For  several  years  my  health  was 
miserable.  I  suffered  the  most  dread- 
ful pains,  and  was  almost  on  the  verge 
of  insanity.  I  consulted  one  of  the 
best  physicians  in  New  York,  and  he 
pronounced  my  disease  a  fibroid  tumor, 
advising  an  operation  without  delay, 
saying  that  it  was  my  onlv  chance  for 
life.  Other  doctors  prescribed  strong 
and  violent  medicine,  and  one  said  I 
was  incurable,  another  told  me  my 
only  salvation  was  galvanic  batteries, 
which  I  tried,  but  nothing  relieved  me. 
One  daj'  a  friend  called  and  begged  me 
to  try  Lj-dia  E.  Pinkham"s  Vegetable 
Compound.  I  began  its  use  and  took 
several  bottles.  From  the  very  first 
bottle  there  was  a  wonderful  change 
for  the  better.  The  tumor  has  disap- 
peared entirely  and  mj-  old  spirits  have 
returned,  I  heartily  recommend  your 
medicine  to  all  suffering  women." — 
Mrs.  Van  Cleft,  416  Sal-ndebs  Ave., 
Jkbsey  City  Heights,  N.  J, 
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mindiicss  in  Chicks. 

This  season  there  has  liren  an  uiiusiially 
larye  niinilier  of  complaints  alioiit  younu 
ehii  ks  l)ei-()iuiML;  bliml.  In  tlic  majority  of 
cases  I  his  meant  that  the  eyelids  became  ijlucil 
,  together  so  that  the  chick  was  unaUle  to  see 
to  eat.  In  a  few  cases  the  eyelids  grew 
hardened  and  gradually  contracted  so  that 
the  chick  was  unable  to  see. 

The  s  arting  point  of  nearly  all  cases  of 
blindness  in  chicks  is  in  roiipy  breeding  stock. 
By  this  we  do  not  mean  that  the  parent  stock 
has  necessarily  had  true  roup,  although  this 
is  not  unlikely,  but  that  they  were  atVected 
with  colds,  having  what  are  commonly  known 
as  roupy  symptoms.  The  use  of  such  birds 
while  still  ailing,  or  soon  after  apparent  cure, 
aud  before  entire  recovery  is  possible,  is 
H  common  and  bad  practice.  The  chicks 
hatched  from  the  eggs  of  such  stock  are  sure 
to  be  susceptible  to  eye  troubles  and  catarrhal 
diseases  of  all.  sorts.  'l"he  sooner  breeders 
come  to  the  realization  of  the  fact  that  there 
is  more  loss  than  gain  in  using  for  breeders 
fowls  that  are  out  of  condition,  the  sooner 
shall  we  be  free  of  these  troublesome  and 
sometimes  mysterious  diseases  which  crop 
out  in  young  chicks. 

A  slight  chill  or  cold  is  sutlicient  to  start  aif 
epidemic  of  this  so-called  blindness  in  a  flock 
of  chicks  if  they  already  possess  the  inherited 
tendency  to  weakness  of  these  parts  from 
parents  that  were  not  in  fit  breeding  condition. 
This  blindness  is  a  result  of  an  intlammation 
of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  eye  and  iids, 
which  produces  a  sticky  exudate  which  gums 
the  eyelids  together,  producing  blindness. 
There  'may  be  no  appreciable  amount  of 
exudate,  or  there  may  be  a  discharge  from 
the  eyes  that  is  quite  noticeable.  Sometimes 
recovery  takes  place  spontaneously,  with  no 
after  symptoms;  it  may  go  on  into  a  pro- 
nounced intiammation  of  the  eyes,  with  con- 
siderable discharge  and  some  swelling  of  face 
or  head  ;  or  there  may  be  induration  (harden- 
ing) of  the  lids,  followed  by  contraction  until 
lids  are  completely  closed.  With  ordinary 
care  and  treatment,  if  not  of  too  long  stand- 
ing, the  cases  will  usually  respond  well  and 
make  a  fair  recovery. 

.Sometimes  the  inflammation  of  the  lids  is 
excited  by  irritating  substances  like  lime, 
sharp  dusty  sand,  insect  powders,  or  kero- 
sene getting  into  the  eyes.  These  causes  may 
produce  the  blindness  in  chicks  that  do  not 
have  roupy  ancestors.  Thatformof  inflamma- 
tion of  the  lids  accompanied  by  hardening  and 
contraction  is  not  uncommonly  caused  by  irri- 
tants, kerosene  particularly. 

Of  course  the  best  way  to  remedy  such 
cases  is  to  prevent,  or  failing  in  this,  to 
remove  the  cause  if  possible.  Removing 
roupy  ancestors  after  the  chicks  are  hatched, 
will  not  suflice.  The  only  way  here  Is  not  to 
breed  from  fowls  that  are  not  in  condition  — 
but  where  lime,  sand,  insect  powder,  or 
kerosene  caused  the  trouble,  the  cause  can  be 
removed. 

It  is  sometimes  necessary  to  dose  a  ijrooder 
with  kero.scne,  but  it  is  not  necessary  to  keep 
chicks  in  it  until  the  kerosene  has  been  cleaned 
out  sufficiently,  so  that  it  cannot  harm  the 
chicks.  The  kerosene  does  its  work  when  it 
is  applied,  and  after  a  brooder  has  been  kero- 
sencil  it  should  be  thoroughly  washed  out 
with  hot  soap  suds,  and  carefully  dried  before 
chick.s  are  allowed  in  it.  The  usefulness  of 
good  hot  soap  suds,  a  scrubbing  brush  and 
cloth,  as  means  for  cleansing  brooders  is  not 
as  fully  appreciated  as  it  should  be.  A 
brooder  ought  to  be  scrubbed  out  after  every 
batch  of  chicks  has  left  it.  We  do  not  believe 
in  using  du>t  in  brooders;  chart",  or  cut  clover 
hay,  with  a  little  chicken  grit,  is  much  to  be 
preferred  ;  coarse  sand  changed  frecjuently  is 
also  good. 

Uncleanliness  is  another  cause  of  blindness 
of  this  sort,  and  too  many  who  attempt  to 
raise  chicks  are  careless  in  this  respect.  Lice 
and  mites  also  do  their  share  to  cause  the 
trouble. 

Because  the  chicks  may  have  sprung  from 
parents  that  were  out  of  condition,  the  chicks 
need  not  be  condemned.  It  is  possible  with 
good  care,  proper  food,  and  a  good  range,  to 
help  them  to  oiitgtoiv  any  evil  tendencies 
which  may  have  been  inherited.  When  any 
one  has  bought  expensive  eggs  he  is  anxious 
to  raise  the  chii  ks,  and  with  proper  uttentioii 


there  is  a  chance  to  grow  the  chick  so  well 
that  the  evils  transmitted  by  the  pait  iit  stock 
may  lo  an  extent  be  overcome. 

ISIindness  in  little  chicks  just  hatched  is  not 
uncommon  where  the  breeding  stock  was  not 
all  it  should  be,  although  here  also  vei  niin, 
liith,  irritants,  and  cold  may  be  the  exciting 
causes. 

Local  treatment  gives  the  best  result-*,  and 
it  is  diHicult  to  get  anything  like  satisfac- 
tory results  from  dosing  small  chicks  with 
medicine.  Jlild  cases  will  only  reipiire  gentle 
opening  of  the  eye  with  a  linger  tip  moistened 
with  a  little  sweet  oil.  In  cases  where  then? 
is  any  appreciable  amount  of  exudate  it  will 
be  well  to  bathe  the  eyes  with  water  contain- 
ing a  little  witch  hazel  extract  (aqueous  pre- 
ferred) or  with  a  weak  solution  of  hydrogen 
dioxide  and  water.  Cold  water  is  ])referable 
to  warm,  but  it  should  not  be  ice  cold.  After 
bathing  dry  with  a  soft  cloth,  and  apply  a 
little  sweet  oil.  Severe  cases  will  need  daily 
treatment. 

This  is  one  of  the  few  diseases  of  chicks 
that  yields  readily  to  treatment  when  taken 
in  time,  and  if  well  treateil,  care  being  taken 
to  ell'ect  a  |)crmanent  cure,  and  the  chick  well 
cared  for  afterwards,  the  chick  will  grow  to 
be  a  good  fowl,  though  not  the  equal  of  the 
bird  from  sound  parents,  and  which  was 
sound  and  healthy  from  liirth. 

There  is  another  form  of  blindness  in  chicks 
that  is  not  easily  treated,  and  from  which  if 
the  bird  does  apparently  recover  it  seldom 
amounts  to  much.  In  this  form  of  blindness 
the  lids  do  not  gum  up,  but  the  chick  is  unable 
to  see  with  eyes  wide  open.  It  is  due  to  a 
brain  trouble  caused  by  overfeeding.  It  may 
occur  in  chicks  of  any  age,  usually  comes 
on  suddenly,  and  the  chick  staggers  when 
attempting  to  walk;  it  may  have  fits.  Some- 
times a  small  dose  of  sweet  oil  will  efl'ect  a 
movement  of  the  bowels,  and  give  temporary 
relief.  The  amount  of  food  should  be  reduced, 
and  the  manner  of  feeding  improved,  so  that 
the  chicks  will  get  more  exercise  in  the  fresh 
air  and  sunshine.  Only  those  cases  which 
have  not  been  badly  affected  will  recover. 

Where  blindness  is  the  result  of  direct 
injury  to  the  eye,  usually  but  one  eye  is 
aflected.  Such  cases  usually  recover  without 
treatment,  although  the  injured  eye  is  often 
permanently  blind.  Dk.  Woods. 


Protection  for  Fresh  Eggs. 

We  understand  that  there  is  a  movement  on 
foot  in  Massachusetts  to  protect  both  buyer 
and  seller  of  strictly  fresh  eggs,  says  R.  AV. 
Davison,  in  Agriculticral  Epitomisl.  This.is 
a  very  wise  movement.  It  is  really  surprising 
how  many  buyers  there  are  who  cannot  tell  a 
fresh  egg  from  a  stale  one,  unless  it  is  wholly 
bad  or  nearly  so.  Stale  eggs  are  anything 
but  wholesome  food.  Many  an  invalid  has 
been  prevented  from  recovery  from  this  one 
cause,  and  yet  not  realizing  just  where  the 
fault  was.  When  eggs  are  scarce,  crate  eggs, 
or  preserved  eggs,  and  cold  storage  eggs,  are 
often  the  only  egg  food  on  the  market.  There 
is  no  way  to  suppress  this  sale,  and  it  is  not 
desired  to  do  so,  yet  we  ought  to  have  such 
laws  enacted  as  will  compel  dealers  to  sell 
such  eggs  for  just  what  they  are,  and  not  as 
fresh  eggs,  as  is  done  at  all  times.  Butter  is 
so  protected,  and  why  not  protect  freshly  laid 
eggs?  With  the  characteristic  energy  of  New 
England,  we  e.xpect  to  see  such  a  law  put  into 
effect  in  the  near  future. 

True,  all  eggs  are  the  production  of  the  hen, 
yet  there  is  just  as  much  difl'crence  between  a 
fresh  and  a  preserved  egg,  or  cold  storage  egg, 
as  there  is  l)etween  cow  butter  and  manufac- 
tured butter.  A  stale  egg  is  neither  clean  nor 
healthy.  Eggs' absorb  impurities  from  their 
surroundings  ()uile  as  readily  as  anything  else. 
Let  the  people  know  just  what  they  are  buy- 
ing, and  the  only  way  to  do  it  is  by  compelling 
dealers  and  sellers  to  mark  plainly  all  eggs  or 
packages. 

The  best  legislation  against  stale  eggs  is  for 
the  iniliviilual  to  laiy  only  fresh  stock,  and 
return  the  old.  It  isjust  as  easy  to  tell  a  fresh 
egg  as  a  sound  apple  or  sweet  milk.  Leave  an 
egg  in  the  nest  twelve  or  twenty-four  hours  to 
be  kept  warm  by  some  i)roody  hen,  and  it  is  no 
longer  fresh.  The  process  of  incubation  will 
tell  the  story,  for  it  will  have  commenced.  A 
fresh  egg  carries  the  unmistakable  evidence 
on  the  surface  of  the  shell.  It  looks  as  though 
uoaled  wllli   >i'iiiii<  loiruli  jiri-piiriitiim,  wliii  li 


exposeil  to  the  air,  rapidly  disappears.  Eggs 
may  not  be  stale  when  the  shell  become^ 
smooth,  but  if  there  is  any  appearance  of  a 
glassy  surface  or  the  thickness  of  the  shell 
seems  uneven,  beware  of  its  inward  strength. 
The  better  way  is  to  establish  a  market  for 
absolutely  fresh  goods,  ami  cultivate  the  con- 
sumer to  an  ap|>reciation  of  the  same.  There's 
as  nuii'h  dillerence  between  an  egg  one  day 
and  one  week  old  as  between  a  mealy  and 
soggy  potato.  Once  fix  in  the  mind  of  your 
customer  the  worth  of  fresh  eggs,  and  he  will 
never  be  content  with  .anything  else  —  more 
than  this,  his  taste  being  aroused  for  some- 
thing choice,  he  will  be  willing  lo  pay  for  the 
same.  There  arc  dimes  and  dollars  for  him 
who  puts  his  eggs  on  the  consumer's  table 
before  the  lirst  blush  has  departed.  —  Maine 
Farmer. 


Why  So  Many  Die. 


Two  (;hlckoiis  From  the  Same  Kgg. 

For  Thre<>  WcekH  They  Wt-rc  Fed  on  M»1t<><I 
milk  ikiid  Itriindy,  Scrve<l  from  li  nictli- 
i'tiio  Di'opper. 

A  rather  unusual  sight  was  witnessed 
recently  during  a  visit  to  a  poultry  farm  near 
the  "  Heart  of  the  Commonwealth."  Two 
chickens  from  the  same  egg  arc  here,  and  as 
they  have  already  lived  live  weeks  and  are 
apparently  as  well  as  any  of  the  others,  the 
chances  arc  that  they  will  grow  up  and  become 
healthful  members  of  poultry  society.  The 
owner  says  he  has  already  received  an  ofler  of 
$2.5  for  the  pair,  but  prefers  to  keep  the  chick- 
ens. His  attention  was  called  to  them  first 
when  he  saw  two  bills  trying  to  break  out 
through  the  shell.  The  egg  containing  the 
twins  was  carried  into  the  house,  the  shell 
was  carefully  removed,  and  the  two  infant 
chickens  were  given  their  first  sight  of  th»^ 
world.  They  were  wrappeil  up  in  cotton  bat- 
ting and  were  placed  in  the  oven  of  the  kitchen 
stove,  and  kept  there  for  some  time. 

For  the  first  three  weeks  they  were  not 
allowed  to  go  out  of  doors,  and  were  fed  on 
malted  milk  and  brandy  served  to  them  from 
a  medicine  dropper.  The  little  fellows  art; 
now  strong  and  able  to  look  after  themselves, 
and  run  about  in  a  large  yard  with  a  hundred 
or  more  of  their  relatives. 

One  peculiarity  aliout  these  chickens  which, 
by  the  way,  are  of  the  variety  known  as  Bull' 
Brahmas,  is  their  extreme  exclusiveness. 
They  have  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the 
others,  and  are  constantly  together.  Where 
one  is  seen,  the  other  is  sure  to  be  within  a  foot 
or  two  of  it.  If  one  of  them  is  picked  up,  or 
separated  from  the  other,  both  start  in  calling 
to  each  other,  and  keep  this  up  until  the  one 
which  has  been  taken  up  is  placed  on  the 
ground.  Then  they  immediately  "join  forces 
and  start  oft"  on  a  foraging  trip. 

The  owner  of  this  remarkable  pair  of  chick- 
ens says  that  he  has  written  to  the  publishers 
of  two  poultry  magazines,  and  has  received 
word  that  he  has  been  particularly  fortunate 
in  keeping  these  twins  anve  as  long  as  he  has. 
Instances  of  two  chickens  from  one  egg  have 
been  reported  before,  but  it  has  never  been 
proved,  so  it  is  said,  that  they  lived  more  than 
seven  or  eight  days.  —  Bustan  Traiiscri]it. 

Eggs  for  Weak  Stomachs. 

Our  cooking  schools  are  teaching  that  eggs 
properly  cooked  are  not  only  a  most  nourish- 
ing food,  but  what  is  of  still  more  imiiortance 
to  many,  that  they  are  very  easily  digested 
and  as.similated.  A  number  of  instances  have 
come  under  the  writer's  personal  notice  where 
persons  who  were  simply  starving  to  death 
because  of  indigestion,  aggravated  by  taking 
many  useless  dyspepsia  nostrums,  have  been 
restored  tirst  to  strength  and  then  to  health 
by  simply  confining  themselves  wholly,  or 
almost  wholly,  to  a  diet  made  up  of  raw  or 
only  slightly  cooked  eggs;  although  in  two 
cases  these  victims  of  indigestion  and  drugs 
were  so  far  gone  from  downright  starvation 
that  their  whole  nervous  systems  were  shat- 
tered, and  doctors  were  unable  to  builil  them 
up  becau.se  there  seemed  ab.solutely  nostrength 
left  upon  which  to  build.  They  were  simply 
taking  a  raw  egg  two  or  three  times  a  day  to 
begin  with,  soon  able  to  take  them  slightly 
cooked,  and  before  long  were  sutliciently 
strong  to  grapple  with  and  digest  other  foods. 
Many  unnecessary  iloctor  bills  could  be  saved, 
and  many  a  broken  down  constitution  built 
up,  if  more  properly  cooked  eggs  were  used  in 
pla<'e  of  the  indigestible  non-nutritious  pies, 
cakes,  et<-..  we  now  feed  ourselves  and  our 
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To  Assure  Success 


nnd  l<'urti  how  to  inrvfut^  tln>  hi«  Ioshi-h  bo  cnminoii  In 
poullrv    riiirtiiiff   it   1h   on  ly  in(cnniiry  to   owti  o   c«>py  o( 

Practical  Poultry  Culture 

wliirh  will  Blurt  you  rlslit  riud  kiM-p  you  ri^ilil.  Telia  ot»- 
cryi  liiiiK  tho  tii^Klonur  should  know,  and  aids  th«  expor. 
It^-iin-d  In  a  hundred  wnys.  It  ronslBts  of  150  pagi'8  tt 
Up-to-date  poultry  lor«  from  tho  p<>iifl  ol  proctl- 
cal  mid  expcriunccd  Imiid«.  KiidiirHcd  by  ul  I  lending  poul- 
try iiuthnrltii-8  Dn<l  4;dil(ir8  of  poultry  puhlirationa.  Don't 
ho  BiitiHlii^l  until  ynu  Ri't  it.    It  will  hnth  iiiiiki'  tiiid  snvo 
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Continental 
Poultry 

Food   ■ini 

A  bulam'rcl  i":it  ion,  coinpobct!  of  six  kinds  nf  uiln, 
.Meal  :iii<l  KIsli  inoai. 

PRICK,  »l.50  PKIl  HUNDRKU  LBS. 

GREEN  GUT  BEEF  BONE. 

Prk-e  2J  c-ls.  pi-r  lli.:  lots  of  K<l  llis..  $2.  (iralii  anil 
I^oiiltry  !5iil>pli>'s  of  all  lilnds.   !Suni|>li's  free. 

E.  H.  DOBLE&CO., 
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EGG  RECORD 


This  iMiuk  ilUis- 
tralos  117  dcsigUB 
for  poiilli  y  houses,  riiops.  roosts,  nest  boxes .  and 
other  Mi  i-rssarics  foi-  the  ponilry  yard,  willi  prat'Iical 
i  iifoniialloii  on  their  cuiislructioii.    I'riee  '20  cents. 

and  roullry  Aretninl  liook.  Most 
simple,  praclioal,  and  easily  kept 
hook  of  (he  kitifl :  for  one  or  ten  vai'ds.  Price  1?5  cents. 
(JUIDiO  and  eatalofrne  of  other  llooks  free. 

H.  A.  KUHNS,  I5()X4(K)C.  Atlanta,  Ga. 


PLAINVILLE  FARM 

RHODE  ISLAND  REDS. 

Having  mated  my  best  slock  of  llio  following 
hreeds;  llhodt!  Island  Kods,  single  or  doiihle  oonih, 
Uarred  Plynioiilli  Koeks,  Felcli  si  rain:  Wlille  I'hni- 
oiitli  Koclis;  Hawkins  strain:  Wliile  Wyandotlefi, 
Diiston  strain;  Gold  and  Silver  Wvanilotles,  Hawkins 
and.loilrev  strain.  Kggs  $1  iier'M:  incnlialor  ejjgs, 
$:i..'>nper  iMinili  ed.  Have  a  line  lot  of  Wliitc  Wyan- 
dotte eoekerels  at  $'i  eaeli. 

HKNKY  A.  HOLCOMB,  New  Bedforil,  Mags. 


FREE  SAMPLE  COPY  .  .  . 

Of  ilie  best  pradlcal  ponilry  paper  niallid  Iciany 
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THE  POULTRY  ITEM,  Tricks,  I'a. 
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Guesswork  Methods  in  the  Poultry 
Yard. 

Wrilfi  ri  f'M-  FAUM-l'ol  l.ruY. 


K  A  R  M = Rot  J  [.TR  ^' 


lulls  1 


It  is  :i  reriiarkiiL.lc  fad  that  a  j,'ieat  numlie'- 
of  those  engageil  in  keeping  fowls  put  into 
practice  nietboils  reganliiig  which  they  cau 
give  no  intelligent  reason  whatever.  Too 
many  people  let  some  one  else  do  the  thinking 
and  formulating  of  methods,  accepting  what- 
ever ideas  they  put  forth  without  taking  the 
trouble  to  learn  the  reasons  on  which  those 
ideas  are  based. 

A  demonstration  of  this  was  allorded  me 
sometime  since  when  looking  at  some  chicks 
in  a  ueighl)or's  yard.  The  owner  was  feeding 
them  boiled  eggs  and  cracker  crumbs,  and 
when  I  asked  him  why  he  fed  thein  the  mix- 
ture he  admitted  that  be  did  not  know,  but 
that  he  had  lieen  told  it  was  the  best  food, 
and  so  he  always  gave  it  to  his  newly  hatched 
chicks. 

Here  was  a  man  who  evidently  preferred  to 
let  someone  else  reason  for  him,  and  if  he 
ever  makes  a  successful  poultryman  it  will  be 
simply  because  he  happens  to  let  the  right 
men  do  his  thinking  for  him. 

The  incident  here  referred  to  caused  me  to 
become  a  ((uestioner  whenever  I  came  in  con- 
tact with  men  engaged  in  poultry  breeding; 
and  the  large  number  of  them  who  are  blindly 
using  methods  w  ithout  knowing  why,  isalmost 
beyond  belief.  One  who  I  noticed  feeding 
his  grain  in  litter,  in  reply  to  a  question  as  to 
why  he  did  so,  replied  :  "  Why,  I  don't  know, 
I  read  it  somewhere;  I  suppose  it  absorbs  the 
moisture,  for  one  thing."  The  fact  that  the 
fowls  were  obliged  to  e.xercise  to  get  their 
food,  he  had  entirely  overlooked.  If,  in  any 
other  branch  of  business  a  man  would  use  his 
brains  so  little  as  this  man  did,  he  would  be 
forced  to  the  wall  by  his  thinking  competitors 
in  short  order,  and  he  will  probably  be  a 
failure  as  a  poultryman. 

It  is  fortunate  that  there  are  some  reasoning 
men  engaged  in  the  breeding  business,  und 
also  that  they  make  their  experiences  .known 
in  the  columns  of  the  poultry  papers.  Those 
who  are  inclined  to  give  seemingly  sensible 
suggestions  a  trial,  and  those  who  accept  them 
without  question,  are  alike  benefited  by  the 
pulilication  of  their  .experiments  and  the 
results  attained. 

If  I  remember  rightly,  it  was  the  veteran 
poultryman,  V.  H.  .lacoljs,  who  first  advocated 
feeding  the  grain  in  litter,  and  although  many 
adopted  the  method  without  experiment  or 
reasoning  why  they  did  so,  it  has  proved  of 
incalculable  benefit  to  the  poultry  industry. 

The  open  scratching  shed,  which  is  becom- 
ing so  generally  used,  was,  I  believe,  first 
advocated  in  the  columns  of  FARM-Pouin'RY, 
and  in  the  matter  of  securing  healthy  fowls 
and  an  increased  egg  production  in  winter,  it 
has  worked  wonders.  Those  who  studied  its 
uses  and  worked  along  the  lines  dictated  by 
Intelligent  thought, naturally  secured  the  most 
benefit;  but  even  to  those  who  adopted  it 
because  someone  told  them  it  \vas  a  good 
thing,  it  has  proved  of  much  value. 

The  morning  mash,  which  has  become  a 
part  of  the  feeding  routine  in  every  well  con- 
ducted poultry  yard,  was  the  result  of  careful 
experiment,   and    was   based    on  reason, 
although  there  are  those  —  (and  lam  one) — 
who  believe  that,  while  the  morning  mash  is 
vastly  preferable  to  no  mash  at  all,  an  evening 
mash  is  better  still.    It  is  possible  that  my 
own  experiments  in  this  line  were  made  under 
conditions  not  duplicated  in  the  yards  of  other 
l)reedcrs;  but  1  have  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  after  impartially  trying  both  methods,  I 
have  secured  vastly  better  results  by  feeding 
a  light  feed  of  grain  in  the  litter  in  the  morn- 
Ipg,  and  giving  a  full  feed  of  mash  for  the 
evening  meal.  I  find  the  hens  are  less  inclined 
to  loaf  after  the  morning  feed  ;  in  fact  they 
are  forced  to  work  to  get  the  grain  from  the 
litter;  while  it  has  been  my  experience  that 
after  a  liberal  feed  of  mash  in  the  morning, 
tte  whole  flock  will  proceed  to  rest  from 
labor  until  they  begin  to  get  hungry  again. 

Others  of  the  "  follow-the-leader"  class 
will  tell  you  that  the  only  proper  place  to  set 
a  hen  is  in  nests  placed  on  the  ground.  Once 
in  a  while  one  will  add  that  the  eggs  need  the 
moisture  which  the  ground  will  supply,  while 
others  will  give  no  otiiei'  reason  than  that  they 
have  been  told  that  this  was  the  proper  way. 


I  will  admit  that  I  usually  set  my  hens  in 
nests  pluceil  on  the  groun<l,  for  the  reason, 
however,  that  1  find  it  more  convenient  to  do 
so.  A  neighbor  of  mine  exploded  the  mois- 
ture theory  this  spring  to  my  perfect  satisfac- 
tion. Lacking  room  to  set  as  many  heu.s  as 
he  desired,  he  covered  the  floor  of  the  attic  in 
hi.s  house— the  third  floor  up  — with  tarred 
paper,  and  built  a  pen  for  several  nests.  Up 
in  the  dry  atmosphere  which  would  naturally 
result  from  the  two  heated  stories  below,  he 
secured  astonishingly  good  hatches,  and  at  a 
time  when  almost  everyone  else  in  the  neigh- 
borhood was  having  exceedingly  poor  hatches. 

Mis  success  made  me  recall  that  in  my  boy- 
hood days  it  was  as  common  for  the  hen  that 
stole  her  nest  upstairs  in  the  barn  on  the  hay- 
mow to  bring  off  just  as  good  a  hatch  as  the 
one  that  stole  her  nest  under  the  barn  floor 
on  the  ground. 

Theories  amount  to  very  little  unless  they 
can  be  proved  by  practi('e,  and  the  man  who 
would  succeed  in  getting  the  best  results  from 
his  fowls  must  think  for  himself,  try  such 
methods  as  seem  reasonable,  and  reject  those 
which  actual  practice  shows  him  to  have  been 
promulgated  after  little  thought  and  less 
application.  Hknkv  L.  At.i.en. 


Iiresented  itself.  Coming  home  early  one 
afternoou  he  caught  t  ie  mischief  maker  stand- 
ing over  an  old  ben.  Mr.  B.  took  the  hen 
home,  and  lying  its  feet  to  a  strong  rope, 
attached  it  securely  to  the  dog's  collar. 
Everywhere  the  pnpjiy  went  the  hen  was  sure 
to  go,  and  after  three  days  the  dejected  coun- 
lemmce  of  the  dog  told  Mr.  B.  that  a  cure  had 
been  eflected.—  Louisoille  Post. 


Green  Bone.  —  Its  Value  as    an  Kgg 


Food. 


A  Moment's  Reflection. 

A  moment's  reflection  will  show  any  rea- 
sonable man  the  truth  or  falsity  of  the  follow- 
ing articles  of  faith  in  poultry  culture: 

1.  Eggs  to  hatch  must  be  from  healthy 
stock  fertilized  by  virile  constitutions. 

2.  Nests  for  hatching  must  be  free  from 
vermin  and  filth. 

3.  To  grow  the  ruggedest  chicks  and  save 
the  largest  proportion,  the  food  must  be  nutri- 
tious, sweet,  fed  in  right  quantities,  and  at 
regular  intervals. 

i.  Pens  and  coops  must  be  closely  guarded 
to  protect  from  lice;  drinking  water  must  be 
pure;  dampness  cannot  be  allowed  lodgment; 
and  plenty  of  grass,  gravel  and  dry  dust  must 
be  provided. 

5.  If  the  market  is  after  a  bird  to  dress  one 
pound  and  a  half,  and  will  pay  as  much  as 
that  bird  will  bring  when  fully  grown,  it  is 
folly  to  keep  on  feeding  after  that  weight  is 
reached. 

G.  If  the  commission  dealer  wants  these 
broilers  with  simply  the  feathers  plucked  and 
heads  cut  ofl',  requiring  that  no  food  be  given 
for  twenty-four  hours  before  killing,  his 
demands  must  be  the  law  of  action. 

7.  If  one  poor  chick  in  the  lot  aflects  the 
price  realized  for  the  whole,  the  only  thiug  to 
do  is  to  grade  the  shipments  according  to  the 
standanl  of  the  buyer. 

8.  If  one  cent  more  a  dozen  can  be  secured 
for  brown  eggs  than  white,  then  the  only  thing 
to  consider  is  whether  enough  more  white 
ones  can  be  obtained  at  the  same  cost  to  over- 
come the  loss. 

9.  If  absolutely  fresh  eggs  sell  for  three  to 
five  cents  more  than  those  older,  the  only  wise 
thiug  to  do  is  to  ship  at  least  twice  a  week, 
carrying  stock  enough  to  have  a  crate  ready  on 
the  days  selected. 

10.  If  there  is  any  choice  in  breeds  the  one 
to  be  selected  is  that  for  which  the  man  has 
the  greatest  fancy.  —  3Iaine  Farmer. 


Curing  a  Chicken  Thief. 


A  resident  of  Morgan  Park,  who  was 
recently  induced  to  move  to  that  suburb, 
longed  for  u  dog.  A  .mastiff  was  the  thiug ; 
magnificent  great  creature,  a  splendid  protec- 
tion for  his  wife  against  tramps  by  daylight 
while  he  was  at  work,  and  a  guaranty  of 
peace  and  slumber  at  night.  A  friend  hap- 
pening into  his  otlice  said  he  had  a  mastifl" 
puppy,  and  a  bargain  was  instantly  made. 
The  pup  immediately  began  to  establish  his 
popularity.  First  bis  owner's  family  was  won 
by  his  playful  friendliness,  .and  then  the 
neighboring  comuuniity  gradually  yielded  to 
the  wag  of  his  tail  and  the  softness  of  his  eyes ; 
but  about  the  time  of  the  advent  of  Mr.  B.'s 
pup, chickens  began  to  die.  They  were  found 
laying  about  in  great  numbers,  and  finally 
self-elected  detectives  traced  the  feathers  to 
the  kennel  of  B.'s  pup. 

Mr.  It.  was  heart  broken,  for  every  one  was 
greatly  attached  to  the  dog,  and  he  was  reluc- 
tant to  dispose  of  him ;  yet  be  could  not  afford 
to  pay  for  all  the  chickens  in  the  thriving 
suburb.   Finallv  a  solution  of  the  difliculty 


By  green  bone  we  mean  bones  fresh  from 
the  butcher,  with  the  adhering  gristle,  meat, 
etc.  Every  meat  shop  has  a  great  deal  of  this 
waste  material,  which  is  unfit  for  market,  and 
which  finds  its  way  to  some  soap  factory,  or 
is  thrown  to  the  hogs.  Sometimes  there  will 
be  several  large  pieces  of  meat  which  the 
butcher  cannot  sell.  These  pieces  add  a  great 
value  to  the  bones. 

'i'heu  on  the  farm  there  are  a  great  number 
of  joints  and  pieces  of  waste  meat  and  bone 
which  are  thrown  to  the  dogs  and  cats,  which 
ought  to  l)e  put  to  better  use. 

Green  bones  contain  the  natural  juices  as 
well  as  the  adhering  substances.    This  makes 
it  superior  to  the  bones  that  have  laid  on  the 
ground  for  years,  and  lost  all  the  natural 
juices  or  animal  matter.    Dry  bone,  when  fed 
to  the  bens,  is  insoluble,  and  only  acts  as  a 
grit.    There  may  be  some  of  the  mineral 
matter  digested,  but  it  is  a  very  small  amount. 
Green  bone,   however,  having  the  animal 
matter  in  it,  is  quite  soluble  and  easily  assimi- 
lated by  the  digestive  organs  of  the  fowl.  So 
it  is  plain  that  green  bones  are  not  only 
superior  to  dry  l)ones  in  having  the  natural 
juices  and  adhering  substances,  but  also  in 
being  more  soluble  and  capable  of  having 
the  mineral  matter  digested.    It  is  well  to 
remember  that  it  is  not  what  a  hen  eats  that 
makes  eggs  and  flesh,  but  what  she  is  able  to 
digest  and  assimilate.    It  is  an  easy  matter, 
since  the  introduction  of  the  bone  cutter,  to 
prepare  green  bone  and  meat  for  the  hens. 
Green  bone  cannot  be  ground,  but  must  be 
cut.    A  good  cutter  can  now  be  purchased  for 
§5  and  upwards.    Some  are  made  for  steam 
power,  and  are  used  on  the  large  poultry 
farms.    For  hens,  it  is  not  necessary  to  cut  it 
so  very  fine,  but  for  the  chicks  it  should  be 
cut  as  fine  as  possible. 

The  value  of  green  bone  lies  in  its  well 
proportioned    and    numerous  constituents, 
which  are  just  what  is  needed  by  the  beu 
to  produce  eggs.    In  it  we  have  lime  for 
the  shell,  mineral  matter  for  the  yolk,  and 
albumen  for  the  white.    It  is  as  near  an  all 
round  food  as  any  one  food  cau  be.   There  is 
only  ene  objection  to  it,  and  that  is  that  it  is 
somewhat  concentrated.    If  hens  are  fed  on 
it  entirely,  they  will  eat  too  much:  hence  it  is 
necessary  to  feed  it  in  connection  with  some 
bulky  food,  such  as  clover  or  bran.    A  good 
method  of  feeding  it  is  to  give  about  a  hand- 
ful to  two  or  three  hens  three  times  a  week, 
but  all  depends  upon  the  conditions  to  which 
the  fowls  are  sulijected.    If  they  have  a  good 
range  with  plenty  of  grass  and  bugs,  they  will 
need  but  little,. if  any;  but  if  they  are  con- 
fined, it  is  well  to  feed  it  quite  liberally.  Too 
much  meat  or  green  bone  will  cause  bowel 
disease,  and  should  be  fed  carefully.  The 
green  boue  or  beef  scraps  can  usually  be 
obtained  at  the  meat  shops  for  the  mere  ask- 
ing, but  some  dealers  will  ask  a  small  sum 
for  them.   The  price,  however,  will  be  so 
small,  as  a  rule,  that  they  will  be  a  great  deal 
cheaper  than  wheat  or  corn.   Not  until  you 
have  tried  them  can  you  realize  the  value  that 
green  bone  is  to  the  poultrym:in.    It  is  a  fine 
preventive  of  leg  weakness,  which  is  saitl  to 
be  caused  by  a  lack  of  mineral  matter  in  the 
bones  of  thechick.— Poultri/ Jnurual. 


WE  OFFER 

FOR  THIRTY  DAYS  ONLY, 

$4.85 

CUSTOM  MADE  SUITS. 

Whv  i>av  51J  Jl.O  f.,1-  a  rca.ly-iiia.le  ^iiil  lliat  <l<Ji-S 
not  lit,  wlitu  "c  will  make  to  order  a  suit  or  our  celi- 
ljrale.1  special  wove  Blue  or  Black  SciV'e  for  S4.85, 
Kuarauleed  lo  fit  aud  |)le:ise  you,  ..r  wc  will  refund 
your  iiionev.  This  clolh  makes  the  most  stylish  and 
coolest  suit  you  can  get  for  iIk-  summer  mouths. 


REMEMBER, 


If  y„u  are  not  satislitd  we  will  refund  y..ur  m..uey  at 
once. 


REMIT  WITH  ORDER. 


RULES  FOR  MEASUREMENT. 

iSreasl  measure  over  vest  close  up  under  arin-^. 
Waist  measure  over  pants  at  waist. 
Inside  le;r  measure  from  crotch  to  lieel. 
Send  these  measurements  with  your  order. 


•  Empire  Clothing  Company, 

23  Duane  St.,  New  York. 


(;ape-\Vorra  E.xtr.ietor. 
i5c.  Remit  by  Money 
Order  or  registered  letter. 
G.  P.  FILLING  &  80NS 
1229  Callowhill  Street, 
Philadelpliiii.  Pa 


Complete  set,  with  fall 
instructions,  post-pail, 
on  receipt  of  fl.50.  2s  p. 
t'apan  Book  free  for  2e. 
stamp.  Ponltry  Murker, 
iluup  Syringe,  Px.'. 


TOOLS 


BROILERS  FOR  PROFIT,  50  cents. 

Fariii-Foultry  Doctor,  .50  cents. 

Frolttable  Poullry  FHriiiine,  «eiilf. 

A  LiviiiK  From  rotiUry,  35  •^'""I^- 

\  Few  Hens,  inont  lily,  one  yr.  i5  cents. 
AlltheaDove  for  SI. 00.  -Vildress 
MICHAKt,  K.  KOYEK,  Hainnii>nli>n,  >!.  J. 


Fertile  Eggs. 

While  W  yan.loues.  SI  per  V,:  f  per  \w. 
White  aud  Barred  I'lv.  Hoeks.  SI  jier  1..;  S-j  I"  r  p  i 
S.  C.  W.  L.  H..  SI  per  l.i:  S-')  per  leu. 
Pekin  Ducks,  Kankin.  SI  peril  :  S'llHrP". 

TKIUMPH  POULTRY  F.VIOI. 

Montvale,  >  .  J . 


KGGS!  EGGS! 

If  vou  wish  to  olnaln  {ronii  resuiis.  place  your  order 
for  es-'^'s  for  halching  with  Ihe  Kiverview  louliry 
Yards,  T.  H.  famphell,  iiro|i..  Laurel  SI  reel, 
ICUjworth.  Maine.  The  yards  eontam :  1  ly"''!"  » 
Hocks,  W\  audottes,  and  Le^'horus  of  all  kinds,  Li;;ht 
Brahuias, "While  Slierwo<id>,  White  Wonders,  and  B. 
C  Black  Jlinorcas.  "Birds  all  taken  manv  prizes, 
Ilmve  also  line  pens  of  Brown,  While  and  Hull  I.cf!- 
horus  While  Wvandolles,  Barretl  Plymouth  Kocks, 
and  Litfht  Braliiiias,  that  1  will  sell  at  a  reasonable 
ligure  cousideriiif.-  the  stock.  Now  is  your  chance 
to  ohtain  pood  sloek. 

T.  II.  (  VVIIT.KI.L.  Box  221,  Kllsworlh.  Mi . 


MINORCAS. 

S  C.  Black  Minorcas.  slaiid:ird  hrid  for  hiavy  lav- 
in^  luialities.  1  use  Ihe  Eureka  >est  lioxes  in  all 
nJJis,  Youn^'  stock  have  Irt  e  laniiy  of  :.0  aeie  farm: 
iire  larfie,  healthv .  and  vijror.ais.  For  Ihe  past !)  years 
havehre.lB.  Minorcas  exclusively.  Kj-'^s  from  I  It 
slrain  (imported  birds  )  l.".  for  $2..'0:  Iwo  or  niore  sli- 
tiu^-s  $2per  1.').    Roval  and  Cornell  strains  SI  per  lo; 

or  S5  per  IMi.    Plocli  for  .s.de.   

'         Jfrs.  GF;0.  E.  MONROE, 
Member  Black  Minorca  Club.         l>ry<lcn,  N.  i. 


DO  YOU  WANT  LAYERS? 

Cox's  Barred  Ply.  Rocks 

Arc  as  jrood  as  Ihe  best,— sirouf.'.  heallby.  vij;cM  (Mis, 
nicelv  barred,  farm  raised  birds,  selected  vcar  by  year 
tor  ci-'ss  for  nine  viars:  VM  L'li-^s  per  bi  n.  yearly, 
Siricllv    frc^b.   hi:.-hly    fcrlilc    e;;L-s  f..r  lialcliini: 

Every  Day  in  tlie  Year, 

at  $2  per  lo:  S-o  per  Sii;  Sid  per  \<'t>. 

H.  F.  COX,  Sabbath  Rest,  Pa. 


A  prominent  feature  in  our  export  traile  is 
coining  to  be  the  shipment  of  poultry  to  Greiif 
Britain.  Ohio  iinil  Kansas  arc  said  to  be  the 
leailiug  sources  of  supply  for  export  poultry 
from  the  United  States.  The  shipments  from 
this  country,  CanaiUi  ami  Australia  are  said 
to  be  very  considerably  on  the  increase.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  exports  from  continental 
Europe  to  Great  Britain  are  falling  olT  quite 
rapidly,  roullryuien  will  be  glad  to  learn  of 
the  increased  importance  the  ''helpful  hen  "  is 
assuming  in  our  exi'ort  trade. —  JIom(i>tead, 
Iowa. 


liUFFIXTON'S  BUFFS 

I'ricc  of  et'KS  reduced.  Bull'  and  Barred  P.  Bocl., 
Buir  aud  -While  Letrhorn,  llulV  WyandoIIes  Bull 
Cochin,  and  Rhode  Island  Ucds.  SI.2.0  per  ]..:$•  for 
4.)  Incubator  e^'i;s  from  fairly  ;;ood  stock  of  above 
varicliesSS  for  IWI:  Sa  for  2110.  A  few  cj-'jrs  '"/pare 
from  Buff,  Black  an<l  While  Cochin  Banlams  S2  for 
l.').  We  can  spare  S.  C.  Wliite  Le^rhorns  in  lots  of  1 
cock  and  5  bens  for  S-'i.   Send  for  circular. 

ROWLAND  G.  BUFFINTON, 
Box  677,  Fall  River,  HI  a8S. 


HUNTER  STRAIN 

Wliilc  Wvandoile  ei-ss  tor  balcbiii);.  51.50  per  13: 
S5lwr.'>l);S9  per  im.    Ktrt's  liifbly  fernle.  . 

'  w.  W.  IJOHN,  Robesonia,  Pa. 
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Hrns  vs.  IMilIets,  Agcin. 

Tbn  following  clip|)iiig,  from  one  of  our 
wesleru  excbiinges,  throws  lulilition.il  light 
upon  the  hens  vs.  [xillets  problem  : 

*'  IliiTh  I'rt'ssure  intlie  Poultry  Yard. 

"Xo  method  of  raising  poultry  pays  like  the 
,  high  pres>ure  plan.  Tliore  slioiikl  Ik-  nu  let  up 
from  the  (iay  the  ehieks  are  hutelieil  until  the 
il.iy  they  go  to  marUt't,  aliouta  >  ear  ami  a  half 
)ater.  An  Illinois  farmer  told  'his  experieme 
attm  institute.  He  said  he  had  tried  loreing 
his  hens,  and  it  didn't  pay.  He  followed  tlm 
plans  laid  down  in  a  paper  he  look,  and  his 
chickens  eaine  on  all  right,  and  began  to  lay 
ear'y  ui  the  fall.  He  kept  them  warm  during 
the  winter,  and  they  laid  all  winter,  and  so  oil 
untiMnto  the  summer,  when  they  stopped, 
!»ud  he  did  not  feel  bad  about  it,  for  eggs  had 
got  cheap,  and  he  was  perfectly  willing  for 
the  hens  to  liave  a  rest  so  as  to  be  ready  to 
furnish  him  some  more  of  those  twenty-tive 
eeuls  a  dozen  eggs  the  next  winter,  but  when 
winter  eame  the  hens  did  not  lay  one-fourth 
lis  many  eggs  as  they  had  the  year  befoie. 
Late  in  the  spring  they  began  to  fay,  but  (piit 
again  early  in  the  summer.  He  had  exhausted 
his  ingenuity  and  all  Ihe  information  he  hail 
on  the  subject,  and  wanted  to  know  how  to 
make  '  them  heus  lay.'  " 

The  experience  of  this  lllnois  farmer  is  an 
excellent  commentary  on  the  iudifl'ercnt  way 
in  which  some  people  keep  bens.  If  he  had 
followed  the  advice  of  F.-I'.  he  would  have 
turned  otr  those  hens  to  the  butcher  when  they 
quit  laying  in  summer,  and  put  another  gener- 
ation of  early  laying  pullets  in  their  places. 
Then,  with  good  care  and  judgment  in  feed- 
ing, he  would  have  had  plenty  of  eggs  all  the 
next  winter,  and  would  not  have  had  to  ask 
how  to  make  "  them  hens  lay."'  It  would 
have  been  just  as  sensible  for  him  to  have 
kept  a  tlock  of  farrow  cows,  and  then  gone 
before  a  farmers'  institute  and  complained 
because  "  them  cows"  ilo  not  give  milk  like 
new  milch  cows.  The  cases  are  exactly 
paradel.  When  hens  that  have  been  got  to 
laying  early  and  kept  laying  are  kept  over  the 
second  year,  in  ninety-nine  times  out  of  a 
hundred  the  owner  finds  that  begot  the  cream 
of  their  product  the  first  year,  and  is  only 
getting  skimmed  milk  the  second.  Why  be 
content  with  skimmed  milk  when  he  could 
have  whole  milk  by  simply  replacing  the  hens 
with  fresh  pullets? 

There  is  the  whole  arguTneut  in  a  nutshell, 
and  the  argument  is  strengthened  by  the  fact 
that  the  price  received  for  the  hc!\s  sold  to 
market  swells  the  yearly  profit  of  those  hens. 
Nothing  is  more  remarkable  than  that  people 
shut  their  eyes  to  this  palpable  fact,  and  go 
on  year  after  year,  the  old  hens  occupying  the 
house  room  which  could  better  be  given  to 
profit  paying  pullets,  and  not  only  could  they 
have  the  profit  from  the  pullets,  but  profit 
from  the  sale  of  the  hens  also.  Some  writers 
insist  upon  it  that  the  cost  of  raising  the 
pullets  to  take  the  place  of  the  year  old  hens 
has  to  be  reckoned,  but  we  do  not  find  it  so 
on  our  farm,  since  the  cockerels  hatched  with 
the  pullets  sell  to  market  for  enough  to  pay 
for  the  food  for  both  themselves  and  the  pul- 
lets, so  that  considering  the  cockerels  solely 
as  a  by  product,  the  pullets  cost  nothing  at 
laying  maturity,  because  the  cockerels  have 
paid  for  them.  Of  course  we  could  debit  the 
pullets  for  their  food,  and  credit  the  cockerels 
for  the  amount  they  sold  for  less  their  food, 
but  it  is  more  convenient  not  to  take  them 
into  the  reckoning  at  all,  simply  consider 
them  a  by  product  and  marketed  as  early  as 
possible,  and  reckon  what  they  sell  for  bal- 
ances the  food  account  for  both  themselves 
and  the  pullets. 

We  do  not  believe  in  calling  this  method 
"  the  high  pressure  plan  "  any  more  than  the 
renewing  of  the  cows  every  year  is  a  high 
pressure  plan.  We  consider  it  simply  the 
normal  method,  and  if  pullets  are  hatched 
early  and  kept  growing  so  that  they  mature 
at  about  six  months  old,  then  are  well  cared 
for  and  well  fed,  i,o  as  to  be  kept  laying,  there 
is  no  forcing  about  it.  It  is  just  as  natural 
and  far  more  sensible  than  to  bring  them  up 
in  the  go  as  you  please  plan,  ami  have  them 
begin  to  lay  towards  spring.  AVe  believe  that 
pullets  that  do  not  begin  to  lay  until  towards 
spring  will  pay  for  keeping  over,  because  in 
the  natural  course  of  events  they  will  lay  well 
the  second  winter.  If,  however,  they  have 
laid  well  the  first  winter,  it  is  folly  to  expect 
them  to  lay  well  the  second  winter.  In  very, 
very  rare  cases  a  hen  will  do  that,  but  ninety- 
nine  ti  nies  out  of  a  luimlreil  tbey  will  not  do 
it;  hence  the  wi>dom  of  turning  them  otT  to 
market,  ami  putting  a  succession  of  early 
hatched  pullets  in  their  places. 


Crops  for  Ton  1  try. 

rrofitable  poultry  raising  depenils  mainly 
upon  a  liberal  sup[)Iy  of  eggs  iu  winter. 
Among  the  desirable  or  really  essential  foods 
for  producing  eggs  in  winter  are  "  greens." 
A  daily  siip|)ly  of  some  kind  of  green  food 
in  winter,  in  connection  with  the  regular 
allowance  of  other  food,  adds  the  proper 
material  for  the  so-called  balanced  ration.  It 
is  not  generally  underslood'what  an  important 
relation  pasturage  bears  to  success  in  poultry 
raising.  It  may  be  noticed  how  ipiickly  a 
llock  of  hens  confined  to  a  yard  will  com- 
pletely denude  it  of  all  herbage.  Though 
many  notice  this,  they  afterward  wonder  why 
the  hens  cease  to  be  as  productive  ou  the  bare 
yards.  Hens  will  pasture  as  close  as  sheep. 
The  very  best  natural  pasture  for  poultry  is  a 
well  established  sod,  where  native  grasses 
al)ound,  interspersed  freely  with  while  clover. 
A  lirst  class  cow  pasture  is  an  ideal  place  for 
a  poultry  pasture. 

On  f.irms  where  business  attention  is  given 
to  poultry  it  will  pay  well  to  put  in  crops  for 
both  summer  pasture  and  winter  use.  (iood 
judgment  will  enable  the  farmer  to  readily 
supply  the  demands  of  his  fiock,  and  in  doing 
so  to  greatly  increase  the  ready  money  income 
of  his  farm.  Alfalfa  is  destined  soon  to  be 
one  of  the  leading  crops  for  poultry  pasture. 
Its  wonderful  recuperative  powers  prove  it  to 
be  just  the  plant  for  the  purpose.  It  can  be 
cut  several  times  during  a  season  for  hay 
making.  Poultry  can  be  turned  on  it,  and 
when  it  has  been  eaten  down  pretty  close 
they  may  be  removed,  and  the  alfalfa  will 
soon  be  growing  again  with  its  usual  vigor. 
This  may  be  repeated  the  entire  season. 

Anotljer  crop  which  will  become  a  favorite 
for  poultry  pasture  is  rape.  The  immense 
quantity  that  can  be  grown  on  an  acre  will 
make  rape  a  great  favorite,  especially  where 
there  are  bare  poultry  yards.  The  large  rape 
leaves  arejust  the  "  greens"  to  supply  yarded 
fowls  with,  and  they  seem  to  relish  it  just  as 
much  as  they  usually  do  the  early  cabbage 
heads  they  find  growing  in  the  gardens. 
AVhere  it  can  be  had  convenient  to  the  poultry 
yard,  crimson  clover  should  be  seeded  in 
August  or  during  the  last  working  of  the 
corn.  This  will  afford  a  most  excellent  pas- 
ture during  the  winter,  when  there  is  no  snow 
on  the  ground.  The  crop  will  also  be  highly 
beneficial  to  turn  under  in  the  spring,  to  be 
followed  with  any  crop. 

Among  the  crops  desirable  for  winter  feed- 
ing when  nothing  outside  is  available  are  ruta 
bagas,  mangel  wurzels,  and  turnips.  Any  of 
these  are  good  to  feed  for  greens,  and  can  also 
be  boiled,  mashed  and  mi.xed  with  the  regular 
allowance  of  morning  mixed  food. 

Perhaps  in  the  near  future  there  will  be 
regul^ir  silos  for  preserving  green  cut  clover 
for  poultry  feeding.  It  is  doubtful,  however, 
whether  ensilage,  if  it  has  to  be  fed  in  the 
fermenting  stage,  would  prove  a  safe  or  desir- 
able food  for  poultry.  Properly  cured,  cut 
quite  green,  clover  cut  fine  and  packed  dry  in 
bags,  will  in  time  become  a  standard  product 
on  the  markets  for  poultry. 

The  sooner  farmers  recognize  the  fact  that 
poultry  raising  should  be  followed  on  the 
same  line  that  dairying  is  —  giving  food  and 
care  to  secure  results  —  the  sooner  will  they 
begin  to  reap  their  share  of  profits  and  become 
competitors  with  practical  poultry  raisers. 
The  idea  that  "  anything  is  good  enough  for 
hogs  or  chickens,"  is  a  mistaken  one  that  has 
anchored  many  a  farmer  on  the  wrong  side  of 
the  road  to  profitable  farming.  Nothing  can 
be  attained  without  elFort,  and  the  more 
practical  and  intelligent  the  efforts  the  greater 
the  success. —  G.  O.  Biiowx,  in  Baltimore 
Sun. 


MARKET  REVIEW. 

Eggs.—  Eggs  have  been  in  more  abundant 
supply  for  a  week  or  so,  and  14®I4Jc.  has 
been  lop  rate  for  western,  though  fancy 
Michigan  might  bring  15c.  Most  eggs  .arriv- 
ing are  considerably  injured  by  the  heat. 
Choice  eastern  command  1.5  to  16c.,  but  other 
eastern  sell  at  same  prices  as  western.  Stock 
in  cold  storage  (both  warehouses)  amounts  to 
127,000  cases,  against  1.38,000  cases  same  date 
last  year. 

Poultry. — Poultry  is  steady  and  unchanged. 
Northern  chickens,  lHfe20c. ;  fancy  broilers,  18 
®25c. ;  fowls,  13^ Uc. ;  western  iced,  lO'ffiliic. 


Causi's  of  Full II re. 

1  lens  ii\ crfat,  uiuli  i  tat.  <i\  crfed  or  undcrfeil, 
or  unilerworki'il,  will  not  produce  eggs  w  h ich 
will  hatch.  Males  kept  in  i-Ujse  (juarters  and 
liberally  f»(l  \Till  n<it  fertilize!  eggs  in  a  man- 
ner to  hatch.  The  one  cause  for  failure,  above 
all  others,  is  toogenerous  feeding  of  ohl  stock, 
and  loo  little  work.  There  is  still  need  for  an 
injection  of  horse  sense  methods  in  poultry 
culture.  —  Maiiiv  Fc.vmcr. 

The  Hen's 
Friend. 

The  Webster  &  Hannum 
Bone  Cutter  cuts  hone,  meat 
.-iiul  gristle  in  just  the  form  fowls 
like  it  host,  and  in  the  form  they 
need  it  for  egg  production. 

It  is  the  lightest  running 
bone  cutter  on  the  market,  and 
re()uires  but  one  h.ind  to  oper- 
ate, being  absolutely  self-feed- 
ing and  regulating.  Received 
only  award  at  JVorld's  J'air,  Chicago. 

Wc  .ilso  make  Grit  Crushers  and  Clover  Cutlers 
ScatI  for /rc<-  biioklel. 

E.  C.  STEARNS  &  CO.,  Box  4,  Syracuse,  N.  V. 

W.  H.  RUDD,  SON  &  CO., 

CoiiiuiissioTi  .Mei  chauls  and  SVliolcsale  Dealers  In 

40  North  Street,     -  BOSTON. 

Scml  stamp  for  Market  LcM  ttr. 


riSEECIlAM'S  PILLS  ^ 

•    Cure  Sour  Stomach, 
t    Constipation,  etci, 

^   10  cents  nnd       cnitM,  nt  ilrutT  Htopcs. 


Sitting  Hens  at  Ten  Cents  Each 

ill*  ilcur  wlifii  conipurod  with  tin-  i>res('nt  sclHnir 
pricrs  of 

PRAIRIE  STATE  INCUBATORS. 

W  !■  h.-iM-  niily  :i  few  l<  fl.  aiiW  Diriii  al  a 

Mirrlllrc.  rallu-i-  (liaii  can  y  lliciii  ttwr  riitlil  iicxi 
srH'-on.  1  f  \  »Mi  (liuTt  iK'cd  (Mil*  imw,  buy  f<ir  m-xt 
)  car.    A  iiu>~lal  will  hriiif/  a  i*alulo(/iM-. 


BEECK'S,  51  No.  Market  St.,  Boston. 


loultry  Supplies 


GEO.  L.  GAINI.EY, 

liKKKIlKU  OF 

WHITE  WYANDOTTES. 

ti*-lu-i\il\ .     Willi  Lst  pou  UiisImu.  IMilt. 

Lynn,  ,'Mans. 


EGGS  KEDUCKD, 
7-5  per  cent  fertile  f^uaranteed. 
By  Niagara  Farm. 
Pure 'VVliitc  Wyandotte  and  Mammoth  Pekln  Duck 
es^s  in  large  or  small  quantities.  .5  cents  each.  M'. 
Holland  Turkey  eggs.  20  cents  eacli.    Breeding;  slock 
$1  each.   BolKian  Hares  SI  each.  Green  cured  line 
cut  Clover  $1.2.5  per  100  lbs.   V.  Stale  duck  special  2S8 
egiis  incubator  S3.5,  or  will  exchange  for  M  .  'Wyan- 
dotte stock.  Circular. 

\V.  R.  (  UliTISS  &  CO..  Kausonivillc,  N.  Y. 


P< 
In  greatest  variety  and  any  ipmiitity.  Wc  luinil- 
loevcrytliln;clliiitt(*n(iH  to  make  ihe  poultry 
i)usfnesH  pleasant  and  prolltahle.  Hone  Cut- 
terH.  I  neuliiitorM,  Ounlied  4^yNt«'r  hliellH,  Grit,  .Meut 
.MealB,  Iteef  hemp,  lioiie,  l>rlnklnK  Fountulnis 
I'oiiHry  .Nfllliij;,  Coiiil  11  toil  l*<i  \vd  er,  etc. 
PUT  PI  nUCD  UIV  reaclv  f^iruse  the  Krcat  winter 
UUI  ULUltn  nOT  Kniritood.  ei.;f.perl001b.  sueic 
Si'ii.l  for  ilhi-.iriil.  d  cutaloKUC  FISKK  to  all  Imiulrers. 
HARVEV  SUED  CO..  Il  Elllcott Street,  Bulfalo,  N.  Y. 


OUR  ENTIRE   STOCK  OF 

BLACK  MINORCAS 

AT  A  SACRIFICE. 

Our  large  stock  of  While  \\  yaiHlulu  s  rcfiuirJnE  all 
our  spacf,  we  aiT  coiiipcllfd  to  ^ell  our  Jilaek  Mlnor- 
cas.  about  100,  many -of  wlilcli  ai  e  Jiiie  exlilbllloii 
hinls.  They  all  jfo  al  from  $2  to  $*»  eaeh,  less  than 
halt  their  value.   .Salisfaelion,  or  money  l  efuii'leil. 

J.  E.  STKVKNSON. 
llrookslde  Poultry  Farm.  <'oIniiihuH,  N.  J. 

WHITK  AVYANDOTTK  UKJ^S. 

The  halehin;;  season  heiii;r  ovci  .       will  sell  souie 
(if  our  breeding  liens.  t4.  make  ro(.m  for  youuK  slock, 
alS'ieach.    At  lioslon  \\  e  won  sixth  on  eoek. 
Youn;r  Helgiaii  Hares,  $;{  per  pair. 

(  tIMM/V(^UlU  I'OUl.TlCV  FAinr, 
Vc\  117,  (  niumaijuid,  Mass. 

YOUNG 
CHICKS 

.Jusl  hatched  from 
B.  Plymouth  Korks 
and 

S.  C.  Wh.  Legliornft, 

at  Sc.  apiece.  Distanc-c 
no  ohjuclion.  Send  for 
circular. 

JOS.  D.  WILSON,  Stockton,  N.J. 

Blaiichard's  Wli.  Leglioriis 

The  leading  strain  of  heavy  lavers.  My  bleeders 
are  the  CKKAM  of  1200  well  bred  birds  whose  ances- 
tors for  20  years  have  been  prolific  lavers.  Eggs  CIr 

H.J.  BLANCHAKD,  1U,\  4ii.  Grotoii,  N.  Y. 


Member  Eastern  White  Wyandotte  Club. 


White  Wyandottes. 

Bred  to  please  the  eve  aud  satisfy  the  pocket  book.  In  Ihe  display  at 
Boston  show,  Jan'v,  1898,  I  received  2il  premium  on  While  Wv;inilolle 
eggs.  In  .Jan'v,  1899,  I  was  awarded  FIKST  PKEMIUM  and  "  FAKHI- 
POULTKV'^  SPECIAL  OK  SIO  for  best  exhibit  of  <lark  liruun 
eegsin  a  class  6f  17  competitors. 
After  June  IStli  I  will  sell  my  yearling  breeding  hens  for  SL.jO  each. 

W.  E.  SMITH.  So.  Naliek,  Mass. 


50 

EGG  SIZE  $5. 


ONE  MILLION  TESTIMONIALS  '^"^S^^.^n^.nc 

  AS  THE    

30  DAYS  TRIAL  FREE 

We  offer  on  every  Inciilialor  we  make.  No 


matter  how  cheap.     r  ,-  -     ,■  •   •      •   •  ■>  i  -v 

Patent  Pneumatic  Regulator  with  wlncli  overheating  is  impossible.  ^  < 
may  have  chicks  halching  every  da\  in  Ihe  week,  w'llh  our  (  oinpartnie; 
Incubator.  Among  hundreds  of  others  Mrs.  M.T.  l)"^  ?':  < '"''J  '''''  [''>;,•  , 
never  before  saw  an  incubator,  vcl  wilhour  li.-inlani  batched  .Wclilcks  fi  oni 
50  ei;"s.   Yon  can  do  as  well     Send  4  cents  for  No.  1  Catalogne. 

BUCKEYE    INCUBATOK    CO.,  SpriiiKfield,  O. 


No  regulator  has  ever  approached  In  efliciency  our 

•  ■  •         '   -  '   ■  -".1..  You 

nt 


Arc  Ihc  kinil  wc  liave  for  cusloniers.   Tliey  know  from  experience  our  Arm 
has  what  tliey  w  imiI  ,  and  will  give  Ihein  an  honest  value  at  a  moderate  price. 

MEN   OF  YEARS 

Are  placing  Iheir  orders  wilh  us,  knowing  we  ha\  e  what  we  claim  :  a  perfect, 

„  .„t„toin^iilviior  in  every  respectand  fully  up  to  our  representations. 

«Jnd  foi^^o  ir  pri^^^  sniiplenienlarv  catalogue,  mailed  free  lo  any  a.ldress. 

Sendtoi  <mi  pioiu  .  i)^^^^^^^^^  INCUP.ATOK  &  BKIIOOEK  CO.,  Hox  B.  112,  Quincy,  III. 


TEA  SET 


FREE 


56  PIECES. 

Full  size  for  family  use,  beauti- 
fully decorated  &  moat  artistic  design.  A  rare  chance.  YoucangeC 
tnl;.  handsome  cliina  tea  set  &  one  dozen  silver  plated  tea  spoons  for 
selling  ourl'illa.  We  mean  what  wc  .say  &  will  givethis  beauulul  tea 
set  absolutely  frceif  you  comply  with  the  extraordinary  olTcr  we.s<-n(i 
to  every  person  taking  advanUige  of  this  advertisement.  To  quickly 
 ji>  tnriuii  liver,  if  vou  atrree  to  PCll  Only  Hir 


    'v-Y  ^  to  every  person  taking  a(^vanUlgeonnlsauveru^•eIlleIll,. 

introduce  onr  V,  geuhlc  Pills,  a  sure  cure  for  constipation  '"diirestion  &  torp,d  liver  if  yo^ 
bo.xe>  of  Pills  at  ar,  cts.  a  box  write  to-day  and  we  send  Pills      mail,  when  sold  send  u..  the  "^"^^y  A J/p,"^^^^  1^^^^ 
one  dozen  Silver  plated  tea  spoons  toeethcr  with  our  offer  of  a  .W  P       china  tea  set  ra.me^ 

is  a  lil».ralind,iccmentlo  every  lady  In  Ihe  land  and  aP  who  rccel- ed  I  hcspoons  and  lea  s^  iLw  \''ouk  OIT  Y. 
delifc'hted.    AMEUICAN  MEDIOIME  CoMPAM.  Dept.  Q  30  M  K»l  I3i»»  t>t.,Hi-W  xouikuiii. 


2  so 


K  A  R  M  =  F*0  U  LT  R  Y 


July  1 


FABM-POULTRY 

PRACTICAL  EXPERIMENT  CLUB. 

In  lliit  dejiarlmeni  all publulied  mailer  perlainitig  lo 
lite  Hxiiei  iiitenl  Club  and  Us  work  will  appear.  We 
teajtl  everri  member  lo  /eel  perjei-lly  f  ree  lo  auk  i/ues- 
liunt  and  make  sutjgestio»».  Dueussioui  of  lupus  sug- 
gesled  to  members  by  Iheir  ou-ii  record  slieels  are 
upeciallii  desired. 


Brooders  vs.  Brooders. 


<'  Many  men,  many  niinil.s,"  is  an  okl  and 
trite  saying,  Init  il  can  Ijb  aptly  applied  to 
Ijoultrynieu.  Here  are  two  IcttLTs,  liotb  from 
successful  poultrynien : 

.Mr.  Editor:—  I  have  just  read  the  letter 
from  >I.  1".  C,  on  page  211,  May  lAlh  i.ssue, 
and  a.s  1  passed  llirou;.,'li  the  same  c.vperience 
I  would  like  to  comment  on  liis  letter  and 
your  reply,  and  help  a  fellow  sull'erer. 

1  think  that  the  main  cause  of  the  trouble  is 
the  temperature.  The  house  should  be  kept 
at  "0°,  not  lower,  and  not  over  80°;  the 
brooders  at  !)0°  for  two  weeks,  and  then 
rcdui  c  the  temperature  .1°  a  week. 

I  once  used  si.vteen  single  hot  air  brooders, 

the  ;  and  I  sold  the  whole  lot.    I  would 

not  ;;ive  two  cents  a  carload  for  them  or  any 
hot  air  brooder,  except  it  mi;.;ht  be  for  use  in 
a.  brooder  house  warmeil  by  a  heater,  and 
kept  at  70''.    Then  I  doubt  their  usefulness. 

I  used  to  raise  10  to  2-)  per  cent,  and  ran 
them  in  all  situations  with  the  same  results. 
1  worked  early  and  late,  standing  on  my  head 
half  of  the  time  to  care  for  the  lamps,  and  all 
to  no  purpose. 

I  now  use  a  loni;  brooder  house  100  x  10 
feet,  six  feel  high,  double  pitch  roof,  heated 

by  self  regulating  heater.    I  raise  90  per 

cent  easily,  an^l  no  more  care  to  run  the  stove 
than  to  care  for  one  single  brooder. 

The  heater  (largest  size)  is  placed  in  ihe 
center  of  the  building,  and  four  rows  of  pipes 
run  either  way  to  end  of  building.  The 
brooder  bo.\  is  two  feet  wide,  oue  foot  high, 
anil  is  divided  into  four  feet  sections  •  for 
4  X  12  feet  pens.  The  brooder  box  lakes  up 
one-half  of  the  four  feet  alley.  The  box  is 
covered  top  and  sides  with  inch  lumber,  (four 
inch  striijs  with  cracks  betweeu).  The  lum- 
ber was  green  when  put  in,  and  when  dried 
out  leaves  oUe-riuarter  to  one-half  inch  cracks 
(no  paper  lining).  A  curtain  is  hung  in  front 
of  one  thickness.  There  is  no  lack  of  fresh 
air,  as  you  will  infer. 

I  till  the  brooder  box  up  to  within  three 
inches  of  the  pipes  with  sand;  keep  it  so  for 
ten  days,  and  gradually  lower  the  saud  for 
the  chicks  as  they  grow  older.  The  brooders 
are  cleaned  daily ,  and  after  cleaning  I  sprinkle 
a  i|uart  of  water  in  each  2x4  brooder  box. 
This  keeps  the  air  of  right  humidity.  Fresh 
pure  sweet  air  of  even  temperature  is  the 
result;  it  works  to  perfection,  and  brighter 
chicks  I  never  saw. 

I  feed  rolled  oats,  whole  wheat,  cracked 
corn,  buckwheat,  and  millet,  equal  parts, 
atter  the  lirst  two  days  —  either  fed  all  mi.xed 
together,  Or  one  meal  of  each,  or  any  two,  to 
make  change  and  variety.  Rolled  oats  for  the 
lirst  two  or  three  days,  always  before  the 
chicks,— I  find  is  best;  and  fresh  water  con- 
stantly before  tbem  from  the  start. 

Feed  five  times  ;i  day,  and  keep  them  a 
little  hungry.  Ciet  theui  out  on  the  ground 
when  one  week  old.  Furnish  green  food 
daily,  and  sometimes  clover  chafl".  After  ten 
days  I  begin  to  alternate  grain  feeds  with  a 
mash  of  equal  parts  bran  and  corn  meal,  with 
half  as  much  middlings  to  make  it  hold 
together  in  lumi>s;  scald  the  mash.  Use  in  it 
ten  per  cent  of  animal  meal  and  five  per  cent 
grit. 

I  have  not  seen  this  plan  of  brooding 
described  in  any  of  the  papers,  and  it  has  for 
me  solved  the  i)rob!em  of  successful  brood- 
ing. 

The  house  is  warm  in  winter  anil  cool  in 
summer.  It  has  ventilators  in  the  ceiling  to 
draw  otl"  the  surplus  heat.  I  think  the  plan 
ideal. 

,  Ludinuton,  Mich. 
Mr.  Editor:— I  am  going  to  give  you  my 

experience  with  the  hot  water  pipe 

brooder  house,  and  the  hot  air  brooder. 

^Vheu  I  first  started  my  plant  I  thought  that 
there  was  nothing  like  the  long  brooder  house 
v  ith  hot  water  pipes  for  raising  young  chicks. 
After  two  years  experience  with  it  I  made  up 
uiv  mind  that  it  was  not  Ihe  brooder  for  best 


results,  so  determined  to  try  something  else. 
I  looked  around  to  find  what  I  considered  the 
best  brooder,  and  afu  r  a  careful  ^ludy  1 

decided  to  try  the  hot  air  brooder.    1  am 

very  much  pleased  with  it.  I  have  a  brooder 
house  filled  with  brooders  of  this  pattern,  and 
use  it  as  a  nursery  for  the  young  chicks. 
When  a  few  weeks  old  I  put  them  in  the  pipe 

house.    I  consider  the  ■  hot  air  brooder  far 

ahead  of  hot  water  pipe  brooder,  and  I 

find  that  I  can  raise  more  and  better  chicks  in 
th(!  hot  air  brooder.  lu  looking  about  in 
search  of  ii  brooder  I  found  that  many  of  the 
most  successful  and  largest  poultry  raisers  are 

discarding  the  pipe  system,  and  putting 

iu  the  hot  air  brooder.    I  do  uot  think 

that  they  would  do  this  if  the  pipe  system 

was  perfectly  satisfactory.  J.  B.  P. 

Wenham  Depot,  Mass. 
The  above  looks  like  success  with  the 
brooder  best  suited  to  the  man.  These  gentle- 
men are  both  wrilingabout  thesame  brooders. 
Their  experiences  difler.  To  our  mind  it 
does  not  matter  how  the  heat  is  produced,  so 
that  warm  fresh  air  of  fairly  even  temperature 
(between  80°  and  95°  the  first  week)  is  dirt'used 
over  and  about  the  chicks  under  the  hover. 
We  admit  that  it  is  disagreeable  to  have  to 
look  after  a  number  of  lamps,  but  we  have 
always  considered  that  the  results  warranted 
the  extra  trouble.  AVhen  we  see  to  the  lamps 
we  observe  the  hover  temperature  and  the 
condition  of  the  chicks,  and  of  course  this 
makes  it  necessary  to  give  each  brooderful  of 
chicks  the  same  attention,  which  is  a  good 
fault  and  a  safeguard  against  loss. 

Just  why  the  Michigan  member  failed  to 
have  decent  results  from  the  hot  air  brooders, 
we  do  not  know,  as  we  are  uot  possessed  of 
the  facts.  We  do  know  that  the  cause  of 
failure  with  pipe  brooders  has  iu  nearly  all 
instances  been  due  to  the  difficulty  of  getting, 
or  want  of,  warm  fresh  air  under  the  hovers 
without  drafts.  Also  to  the  fact  that  it  was 
difficult  to  keep  the  boxes  furthest  away  from 
the  heater  warm  enough  without  overheating 
those  nearest  the  source  of  the  heat.  This 
jfact  is  pointed  out  by  the  manufacturers  them- 
selves, and  lor  this  reason  they  recommend 
sectional  hot  water  brooders  to  be  used  as 
nurseries  for  baby  chicks  until  they  are  old 
enough  to  be  trusted  to  the  long  pipe  house. 
Another  reason  which  they  suggest  in  setting 
forth  the  advisability  of  using  sectional 
machines  as  nurseries,  is  that  with  the  large 
heater  it  is  difficult  to  maintain  an  even  tem- 
perature at  night  iu  the  long  houses. 

We  do  not  believe  in  making  a  hot  house  of 
the  brooder  house,  and  think  our  31ichigau 
member  makes  a  mistake  in  keepiugthe  house 
so  warm  if  he  intends  to  use  the  birds  for 
breeding  purposes.  If  quick  growth,  flesh, 
and  early  marketing  of  the  chicks  is  the  aim, 
we  find  uo  fault.  Or,  if  the  chicks  have  daily 
outdoor  run  after  the  second  day,  the  plan 
might  uot  be  objectionable  (to  us)  for  rearing 
breeders;  but  it  seems,  in  such  case,  a  waste 
of  fuel  and  space.  This  winter  we  visited, 
during  zero  weather,  a  newly  started  poultry 
place  conducted  by  beginners.  'When  they 
made  the  start  they  knew  nothing  about 
poultry  rearing,  and  had  not  read  a  great  deal 
on  the  subject.  The  brooder  house  was  a 
rough  board  and  sheathing  paper  shanty, 
with  oiled  muslin  screens  instead  of  windows. 
These  screens  were  open  on  every  sunny  day 
while  the  sun  shoue  on  that  side  of  the  house. 
Burlap  screens  partitioned  the  runs  iu  the 
building,  and  served  to  protect  the  chicks 
from  severe  drafts;  but  the  whole  building 
was  airy  and  cold.  In  fact,  it  was  so  breezy 
that  an  overcoat  was  only  comfortable.  The 

brooders  were  patterned  after  the  hot  air 

brooders  which  ourMichigaumemberdespises. 
The  chicks,  then  three  weeks  old,  were  run- 
ning about  outside  the  brooder,  on  frozen 
ground  covered  with  litter  and  saud.  They 
were  all  healthy  and  happy.  The  death  rate 
had  been  very  low,  mostly  death  had  been  the 
result  of  accident.  The  hover  temperature 
was  then  only  05°,  and  when  we  asked  about 
it  we  found  that  the  clucks  were  under  the 
hover  only  at  night.  Through  the  day  they 
were  hungry  and  busy.  Iu  the  early  morning 
they  were  always  found  jumping  at  the  glass 
in  front  of  the  brooder,  eager  to  get  out  to 
seraleh.  The  hover  temperature  was  run  at 
.s5°  the  first  week ,  but  after  that  little  attention 
was  jiaid  to  it  except  to  keep  it  about05°  when 
I  he  chicks  were  outside,  and  to  keep  it  from 
running  up.   When  the  chicks  went  in  for  the 


night  they  raised  the  temperature  aliout  ten 

degrees,  and  this  was  considered  sullicient. 
They  were  without  exception  the  best  winter 
chicks  at  three  weeks  old  we  ever  saw.  They 
grew  well,  never  had  a  sick  day,  and  some  of 
them  made  prime  early  roasters.  The  others 
are  to  be  breeders,  aud  they  promi.se  to  be 
fine,  stroug,  healthy  specimens.  The  men 
who  reared  these  ehicks  were  novices,  and 
used  the  brooder  which  our  Michigan  member 
would  not  give  two  cents  a  carload  for. 
From  this  experience  it  would  seem  that  it  is 
not  all  in  the  brooder. 

Where  hot  air  brooders  are  used  we  do  uot 
believe  in  heating  the  brooder  house;  a  cold 
house  will  give  better  results.  The  most 
important  factor  (next  to  food)  in  raising 
chicks,  is  fresh  air  day  and  uight;  by  day 
they  should  have  a  run  in  cool  air  if  it  is  in 
the  cold  season  ;  at  uight  dry  sleeping  quarters, 
with  plenty  of  warm  fresh  air.  A  humid 
hothouse  atmosphere  iu  their  sleeping  quarters 
will,  we  believe,  be  liable  to  unfit  them  to 
withstand  attacks  of  roup  aud  kindred  ail- 
ments later  iu  life.  Like  the  hothouse  plant, 
they  would  lack  starnina,  and  would  ueed  a 
good  deal  of  "  hardening."  This  same  Mich- 
igan member  is  quoted  iu  the  June  1st  club 
records  as  having  much  trouble  with  roup. 
His  birds  were  roupy  most  of  the  winter. 
A\'e  do  uot  know  that  these  birds  were  reared 
as  he  now  broods  chicks,  but  if  so  is  it  not  a 
possible  cause  of  the  tendency  to  so  much  roup  ? 

The  experieuce  of  the  Massachusetts  corre- 
spondent is  the  experieuce  of  many  we  have 
met.  We  do  not  think  that  the  perfect 
brooder  has  yet  been  produced,  lu  the  hot 
air  ones  the  lamps  are  a  nuisance.  It  is  not 
possible  to  make  twenty  lamps  all  after  the 
same  pattern,  and  always  have  them  good. 
Once  in  a  while  there  will  be  what  the  manu- 
facturers call  an  "offish"  lamp,  and  it  will 
give  trouble,  as  we  know  from  experience. 
The  pipe  and  heater  system  is  convenient  to 
handle  when  it  works  right,  but  on  many 
plants  they  do  not  work  right,  perhaps 
because  of  a  fault  iu  the  application  ;  but  for 
the  most  part  we  believe  due  to  the  fact  that 
means  are  not  provided  lor  the  free  circulation 
of  warm  fresh  air  under  the  hover.  There  is 
uo  best  way  to  produce  heat  for  a  brooder;  so 
long  as  the  requiied  heat  is  produced,  if 
matters  little  whether  it  is  hot  water,  air,  or 
from  coal,  gas  or  oil.  So  long  as  some  means 
is  provided  to  keep  a  constant  supply  of  warm 
fresh  air  under  the  hover,  a  free  way  for 
chicks  to  escape  from  under  the  hover  if  it 
gets  too  hot,  no  places  to  crowd,  and  a  little 
warm  space  outside  the  hover  before  the  cool 
run  is  entered,  the  source  of  the  heat  is 
immaterial. 

In  selecting  brooders  every  man  must  use 
his  own  better  judgment,  (if  he  hasn't  any 
'•  better  judgment,"  then  he  had  better  not 
fool  with  artificial  or  any  kind  of  poultry 
raising),  he  should  select  that  which  appeals 
to  him  as  the  one  he  could  best  manage.  Two 
difl'erent  men  will  not  have  like  success  with 
the  same  apparatus.  It  is  a  case  of  each  man 
to  his  owu  mind.  Tlie  natural  tendency  of 
the  chick  is  to  live  if  it  gets  half  a  chance. 
The  chick  will  have  a  better  chance  in  a 
brooder  you  feel  you  understand.  Two  difler- 
eut  men  do  not  have  like  success  with  the 
natural  brooder,  the  hen,  as  is  evidenced  by 
the  following  experience  of  a  prominent 
breeder  and  fancier.  He  farms  out  a  good 
deal  of  stock.  He  found  that  one  of  his 
farmers  could  hatch  chicks,  but  could  not 
raise  them ;  the  other  had  poor  success  at 
hatching,  but  was  a  wonder  at  raising  chicks. 
Xow  the  breeder  has  the  successful  raiser 
supplied  with  chicks  instead  of  eggs,  and 
supplies  the  man  who  can  hatch  wilh  eggs 
for  hatching. 

•  » 

* 

A  Correction. 

Mr.  Kditor:  — In  the  table  on  page  210,  of 
Experiment  Club,  I  thiuU  that  pen  34  is  the 
pen  of  Brown  Leghorn  pullets  1  am  reporting. 
The  averages  are  correct  for  all  the  months 
but  October  and  November.  You  do  not 
credit  them  with  any  eggs  in  October,  and 
only  an  average  of  5.6  in  November.  The 
fact  is  that  in  October  aud  November  com- 
bined they  laid  351  eggs,  an  average  of  19.5 
per  pullet  for  two  months. 

I'lease  give  my  little  brown  fellows  the 
credit  due  them.  A.  E.  T. 

Ogdeu.  riah. 


We  regret  that  we  were  unable  to  give  the 
pullets  the  full  credit  ilue  them  foi'  their  gootl 
work.  The  trouble  lay  in  the  fact  that  this 
member  sent  no  report  for  Octol)er,  and  did 
uot  begin  his  record  for  the  club  until 
November  19.  Through  oversight  we  neg- 
lected to  mention  this  fact  when  the  table  was 
published.  AVe  are  glad  of  the  opportunity 
to  set  these  "  little  brown  fellows ritrht. 


COLORED  PLATES, 

MADE  IN  ENGLAND. 


Copies  of  lliu  folluwlii;^  Colnrcil  Plalcs  can  be 
obtuiued:  .Minorca  Coeli,  Dun  aud  Biaciv  Tiirl>il8, 
Five  Canaries  (various),  I'ekiu  bantams,  Black 
Chequer  Show  Homers,  Miuorcas  after  the  London 
Minorca  Club's  Ideals. 

Anyof  the  Above  tyt^r^  f\'xe^V\ 
sent  postpaid  for  Jk%f\^m  CCI^Ila 

Golden  \\  yandotlts,  Mlver  Wyandotles,  Huff 
W>;ui'lottfcs.  tscolcli  Fancy  and  Belgian  Canaries. 
Kanlalls,  Mules,  I.onj;  Faced  i  iiniblers.  S.  F.  Tum- 
blers. Variety  Bantams,  Brilisli  Birds.  I'outers, 
Barred  Rocks,  Korwidi  Canaries,  I'ile  I.e;:hornE, 
some  KoreiKii  Finclies,  Flyinjr  Honjers.  Bull  Kocks, 
Ideal  .lacobius.  Modern  Game.  Laiicasldre  and  Lizard 
Cauai'ies,  Cuiuulets  aud  Carriers  aud  Barbs. 


Any  of  the  Above 
sent  postpaid  for 


1 5c.  each. 


The  ahrivc  are  not  carried  In  stock,  but  are  ordered 
from  the  publishers  the  same  day  I  lie  order  is  received, 
and  sent  direct  from  them  to  piircliaser. 

Kcmit  anil  send  all  order-  U> 

FARM-POULTRY, 

33  Custom  House  Street,  -  -   Boston,  Mai>g. 


English  Books 

FOR  FANCIERS. 

These  books  are  not  carried  in  st<)ck,  but 
ordered  from  tiubllshers  same  day  order  is  received, 
and  sent  direct  from  publisliers  in  £nf.'land  to  pur- 
chasers. 

Prices  Postpaid. 

Andaluslan.Tlie  Blue  (Silver  Dun)   $  fiO 

Artificial  Incubation  and  its  Law  (Sutcliffe)  Vi 

Bantams  (Eulwisle)   l.T.i 

Breeding  for  Exhibition  (E.  Cobb)  JO 

British  Birds  (Dr.  Bradburn)  ;iu 

Canary  Breeding,  etc.,  (Jerome)  30 

Carriers  and  Barbs  (J.  B.  Broad  i  J.  Firth)  ....  .SO 

Ditto  (Cloth)  .00 

Chickens,  The  Rearing  and  Feeding  of  (E.  Cobli)  .20 

Crested  Canary  (Greeves)   'JO 

Duck  Farming  (J. H.  SulcUlTe)    .20 

Ducks  (H.  Digby)   :» 

Fancy  Poultry  (Alex.  Comyns)   :)0 

Fattening  Fowls  (E.  Cobb)  :iO 

Hamburgs  Up  to  Date  (Chas.  Holt)   30 

Housing  and  Management  of  Stock  (E.Cobb)  ."O 

Incubation  (E.Cobb)  "io 

Index,  Vol.XVIlI  :iO 

Jacobin  (J.  Waters)    .30 

Leghorns  (H.  Ilesford)   ih 

Minorca  Fowl  (Fred  Biggs),  4tli  edition  30 

Mules  (W.H.  Vale)  30 

Norwich  Canary  (Payne)   JO 

Our  Feathered  Pels  (Dr.  Greene,  M.  A.)    .30 

Pel  Bird,  A  (It.  B.  Kutt)   20 

Pigeons:  Their  Origin  and  Variation,  Housing 

and  .Management,  2d  edition  65 

Poultry,  Diseases  of,  (Woodroffe  Hill)    -SO 

Poultry  Farming  Up  to  Date  (E.  Cobb)  g) 

Preparing  Poultry  for  Exliibilion  (E.  Cobb)  20 

Scotch  Fancy  and  Belgian  Canary  3.5 

Sliow  Homer,  The  (V. 'Woodlield)   .V) 

Suburban  Poultry  Keeping   (I'aiier)  .:)0 

(T.  H.  Harrison)   (Cloili)  .SO 

Tippler  Pigeon  Up  to  Date  (Hepwortli)  30 

Tumbler,  Long-faced  (Cliild)   30 

Waxbills,  Grass  Finches,  and  Mannlkins 

(Horatio  H.  Fillmer)   (Paper!  "■fi 

Ditto  (Clolli)  .r* 

^Vyandotte,  Tlie  (Raines  &  Marx)   40 

Yorkshire  Canary  (Broadley)  20 

Feathered  World,  per  year,  weekly    2..t0 

Send  all  orders  for  tlie  above  with  remittance  in 
cash  or  postage  stamps  to 

FARM^POULTRY, 

22  Custom  House  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 


^  The 
Saniiarv 
:  Pouflry . 
Drinking, 


CLEANED  AND  FILLED 
in  a  Minute. 

Tlie  latest,  cheai  est  and  best. 
Seethe  name,  .lust  whwl  you 
want.  Any  poultry  supply 
dealer  — i>r"direol  from 

ATS.4TT  HKO.S., 
Mattapoisett,  Mass 
Send  for  Circulars. 


KGGS  KEDl'CKD, 

75  per  cent  fertile  guaranteed. 
By  Niagara  Farm. 
Pure  AVhile  Wyandotte  and  Maniinnlh  Pekin  Duck 
eggs  in  lai'gc  or'smali  quaulities.  5  cents  each.  W. 
Hollanil  Turkey  eggs.  20  eenis  each.  Bleeding  slock 
SLoOeacb.  Ki  lgian  Hares  $1  eacli.  Green  cured  tine 
cut  Clover  $1.25  per  lliO  Mis.  P.  Stale  duck  special  288 
eggs  incubator  S:V>.  Circular. 

W.  R.  CURTISS  &  CO.,  Ransomville,  N.  Y. 


SEA  SHELLS 

Sample,  2c.  iW. 


Best  grade  for  poultry 
feed.  '  Best  and  cheapest 
shells  l.lK.wii  t■^:>:<  MA.-  ^ 
bbl.al  SI.  Dis.ili  i|ii:Mi'ilv. 
KNOWXKS,  Guilford,  Conn. 
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3lay  Siiiiiiiiiiry. 

('<>in  pi  It'll  from   lieportK   for  !>Ia,v  of 
3It'nibers  of  Club, 


No 

Kow  1 ... 

H;irreil       iiioiitli  KocUs, 

a")  I 

5:!  lit 

W  bite       iiioiilli  Kocks, 

I2;;s 

Hull'  riymoiitli  Uocks, 

2:!7 

White  Wyiiiulottes, 

2.SG 

■|(m;i 

Bull"  Wyiiiulottes, 

25 

420 

.Silver  Wyamlottes, 

(ii) 

1  lo:j 

Wbito  AVotiilcrs,  Za<e. 

Wliite  Le^'horns, 

l.",7 

llist 

Hrowii  Le^'horiis, 

223 

;!223 

Rdso  C'oiiil)  Brown  Leghorns, 

l(i 

320 

Hull'  Lej;horns, 

IT 

310 

Bluck  Miiiorcas, 

40 

COS 

Aneoiuis, 

12 

MS 

I'it  (James, 

U 

127 

Blaek  Laiigshaiis, 

3 

33 

Light  I5riihnias, 

37 

5SU 

Butr  Coehius, 

10 

15S 

W'liite  Coehins, 

5 

05 

I'art ridge  (  oeliins, 

1 

52 

Blaeli  Coehins, 

02 

12!l!l 

Blaek  llaiiil>ui'gs, 

IS 

240 

Silver  Ilaiiiburgs,  late. 

Kliocle  Island  lieds, 

21 

2M 

Mixed  varieties, 

or)2 

.Sl!)2 

( 'rosses, 

151 

2250 

tirades, 

45 

4  IS 

Mongrels, 

101) 

1041 

I'ekin  ducks,  late. 

Hlshest  Individual  Records  for  May. 
From  the  May  indivitliial  hen  egg  records, 
we  give  the  following  highest  eggs  tor  the 
month  : 

Barred  Plymouth  liock,  20  eggs;  AVhite 
Plymouth  Rock,  10;  Buff  riymoulh  Kock,  20; 
White  Wyandotte,  24;  Light  T5rahma,  30; 
Brown  Leghorn,  2S;  AVhite  Leghorn,  12; 
Ancona,  10;  cross,  12;  grade,  12;  mongrel,  30. 

*  * 
» 

Kxperiment  Club  Notes. 

An  applicant  for  iueml)ership  has  a  lauda- 
ble ambition.    Here  is  his  unique  application  : 
I  want  to  keep  a  rceorci, 
Willi  cluliitc's  take  a  liaud. 
Have  liens  in  every  nest  box. 
And  eggs  'to  heal  tliebaml."' 

*  .*  * 

An  Illinois  member  reports  an  operation  for 
cropbound  which  was  successful.  He  removed 
a  big  piece  of  coal.  We  know  that  coal  min- 
ing U  an  industry  of  Illinois,  but  we  did  not 
know  that  the  hens  indulged  in  that  pursuit. 

»  * 
* 

New  York  member  says: — "  I  set  one  of  my 
B.  P.  Rocks  March  10,  on  fifteen  eggs;  she 
broke  one,  not  being  able  to  cover  so  many. 
Took  fourteen  chicks  from  under  her  on  the 
morning  of  April  10.  Pretty  good  for  this 
col<l  weather.'' 

*  *  * 

H.  A.  J.,  of  Iowa,  writes  that  his  pullets 
eat  lifty  per  cent  more  food  than  the  hens, 
and  do  not  hold  their  flesh  so  well.  Alio 
that  he  has  to  use  his  pullets  for  sitters 
because  the  mongrel  hens  do  not  get  broody 
fa.-'t  enough.  It  would  puzzle  anyone  to  tell 
the  pedigree  of  Mr.  J. 's  birds;  he  keeps  mon- 
grels, crosses,  and  birds  with  Black  Cochin 
blood,  a  nii.xed  flock  —  probably  considerable 
Leghorn  blood  in  the  hens.  The  iiullets  are 
late  hatched,  and  ;ire  mentioned  as  being 
Black  Cochins  and  mi.vtures.  In  accepting 
his  statement  that  the  pullets  eat  flfty  percent 
more  than  the  hens,  these  facts  must  not  be 
overlooked.  It  is  to  be  expected  that  a  big 
framed  bird,  rather  slow  to  develop,  (one 
which  has  a  iiredominance  of  Cochin  bioodj 
would  eat  more  than  a  lighter  built  bird  hav- 
ing a  good  percentage  of  the  quicker  matur- 
ing Leghorn  blood.  The  fact  that  the  puliets 
have  Cochin  blood  in  them  also  explains  their 
tendency  to  broodiness. 

*  *  * 

Quite  a  number  of  our  members  complain 
of  poor  fertility  this  season.  Utah  says: 
"  Practically  lost  two  hatches,  one  throuL'h 
the  zero  weather,  and  the  other  through  infer- 
tility. Am  having  much  trouble  through  the 
latter."  Another  meml)er  says:  "The  eg^s 
from  two  hens  in  this  pen  of  White  Wyan- 
dottes  have  been  entirely  infertile.  Those 
from  two  other  hens  almost  entirely  so.  One 
of  these  laid  twenty-one  infertile  eggs  last 
month. 

In  contrast  to  above,  Connecticut  member 
says:  "  Good  hatches.    Have  raised  from  this 


pen  of  Barred  Plynioutli  IJoeks  two  hundreil 
chickens  this  season."  .\nother  member  who 
has  a  very  warm  comfortable  house  (close 
front),  ten  siiuare  feet  of  floor  space  allowed 
each  bird,  reports  good  hatches  from  Hoiks 
anil  'Dottes.  Has  had  eggs  running  nearly 
05  per  cent  fertile  most  of  the  season.  Chicks 
'ipoiX  size  and  strong.  Both  i)ullets  and  hens 
used  as  breeders. 

*  « 
» 

.V  New  Jersey  member  says  that  he  is  eon- 
vini  ed  .that  a  male  bird  too  heavy  for  the 
females  causes  them  to  lav  soft  shelled  eggs. 

*  »  ♦ 

.V  member  writes :  ''Your  work  is  a  good 
one,  and  should  be  encouraged  by  every  stib- 
seriber  to  your  jiaper  who  is  in  a  position  to 
give  positive  data  concerning  his  flock.  Facts 
are  what  we  need  —  let's  have  a  lot  of  them." 

*  ,  • 

One  member  leaves  the  attending  to  his 
flock  to  his  cook,  "  who  is  a  good  faithful 
girl."  He  leaves  the  food  ready  as  to  quantity 
and  quality,  and  she  does  the  rest.  She  made 
a  mistake  one  day,  and  fed  the  mash  and  gr;Mn 
all  at  one  time.  (_)f  course  she  does  not  use 
judgment  in  feeding,  and  it  is  hardly  possible 
to  judge  the  proijer  amount  of  food  when  one 
does  not  feed  the  birds,  or  at  least  see  them 
fed.  It  is  not  unlikely  that  a  little  more 
"  personally  condueled  "  attention  would  be 
benefleial  to  tliis  flock,  and  would  give  better 
results. 

*  ,  * 

An  Indiana  member  has  a  ([ucer  notion  of 
making  his  moi  riing  mash,  or  else  he  does  not 
report  it  correctly.  lie  says:  "My  morning 
mash  was  made  of  corn  meal  the  first  part  of 
the  month ;  the  last  of  the  month  made  of 
bran." 

*  ,  * 

There  is  a  conundrum  in  one  of  our  Massa- 
chusetts member's  reports  that  we  would  like 
to  have  him  answer.  He  reports  for  forty 
liirds,  yet  we  find  a  note,  several  times  given 
on  the  reports,  "  43  broody,"  "  45  broody," 
"33  hens  broody."  Is  he  reporting  other 
pens  besides  the  club  pens  —  orwhat  is  meant? 

*  *  * 

New  Jersey  member  says  :  "  I  keep  this  pen 
of  fifteen  White  Plymouth  Rocks  laying,  and 
do  not  allow  them  to  sit.  I  break  them  up 
easily  by  putting  the  broody  ones  in  a  pen 
with  a  spare  cockerel.  In  two  or  three  days 
they  are  ready  to  go  back  to  their  own  pen. 
This  is  the  most  satisfactory  pen  I  ever  had." 
He  has  a  good  April  average  — 17.5  eggs  per 
heu  for  the  month.  One  hen  laid  two  eggs  on 
the  25th,  making  a  record  of  eight  eggs  in 
seven  liays.  This  does  not  look  as  if  breaking 
hens  up  when  broody  was  anything  like 
"injurious,"  or  that  it  robbed  them  of 
"  needed  rest."  We  do  not  take  much  stock 
in  this  nonsense  about  broodiness  indicating 
a  need  of  "  rest,"  or  that  sitting  "rests"  the 
hen.  Breaking  up  the  broodies,  when  they 
are  not  needed  for  sitters,  is  good  practice, 
and  yields  only  good  results.  A  lot  of 
broodies  sitting  around  nursing  nesteggs,  as 
some  folks  would  have  us  treat  them,  are  a 
nuisance,  and  only  serve  as  lice  breeding 
"  plants." 

* 

Another  New  Jersey  member  writes  :  "Last 
August  one  of  nty  hens  had  been  wanting  to 
sit  for  several  weeks;  one  day  I  caught  her 
to  see  if  I  could  find  any  lice.  To  my  surprise, 
for  I  had  been  using  the  best  insect  powders, 
I  found  that  in  the  fluff  feathers  the  lice  sat 
along  the  quills  as  thick  as  it  was  possible  for 
them  to  sit.  I  melted  some  lard  and  poured  a 
little  coal  oil  into  it,  and  applied  it  to  the  hen's 
feathers,  and  killed  every  lou.se  —  about  a 
million. 

"  I  then,  went  to  work  and  made  some  of 
the  liquid  lice  destroyer,  (Dr.  AVoods'  for- 
mula), and  painteil  the  roosts,  nests,  and  sides 
of  the  house  with  it.  I  also  sprinkled  the 
nesting  material  and  ground  floor  with  it,  and 
then  shut  the  coop  up  tight  except  the  small 
e.vit  for  the  hens.  That  night  I  shut  the  hens 
up  it;  the  coop,  that  they  might  get  fumigated. 
About  a  week  later  I  caught  some  of  the  hens, 
but  could  not  find  a  louse.  .So  you  see  I  have 
reason  to  believe  that  there  is  virtue  in  Dr. 
AVoods'  pi  escription.  Next  year  I  shall  use  it 
plentifully  in  the  house  and  coops,  amf  use 
catnip  and  mayweed  in  the  nests. 

".Six  years  ago  when  I  began  to  take  Kah.m- 
PoLl.TKY,  I  knew  but  liltle  about  the  care  of 


poultry,  ami  yet  I  thmight  that  I  knew  it  all. 
It  is  wonderful  how  the  light  drives  out  the 
darkness,  and  shows  up  the  dirty  unkempt 
house  and  the  broad  road  to  destruction. 
I'"ai!M-P()UI,ti{Y  has  been  a  light  to  ine,  and 
iny  success  has  been  duo  to  its  teachings. 
Had  I  time  and  room  to  follow  its  teachings 
more  carefully,  nothing  but  success  would  be 
ill  store  for  me.  \Vith  best  wishes  for  the 
rlnb.  E.  L.  F." 

\\  c  never  used  the  lice  destroyer  ii*  freely 
as  has  this  member,  as  we  should  fear  the 
hens  might  find  the  fumes  too  strong  for 
them.  In  this  instance  no  ill  results  followed 
shutting  the  hens  up  lightly  in  a  house  well 
soaked  with  the  liquid,  but  we  think  it  safer 
to  use  it  according  to  directions  —  unless  one 
desires  to  experiment  with  it.  Readers  who 
are  not  familiar  with  the  "destroyer"  will 
lind  full  instructions  how  to  make  and  use  it, 
in  the  October  15lh,  '08  number. 
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WE  FEED 

Puritan  Poultry  Foods. 


If  the  Puritan  Rooster  is  on  the  box, 

PURITAN  CHICK  FOOD  IS^  INSIDE. 

If  your  ruoslur  cmws  iiL  ilayhrcnk,  lio  wanls 

PURITAN     POULTRY  FOOD. 


PURITAN  POULTRY  FARMS, 
Stamford,  Conn. 


I 

I 
I 


A  Peerless 
Food  for  Chicks 


Sold  only  in  Seale<l  and 
Uraiided  Sacha. 


American  P  sultry  Food  is  a  food — not  a  con- 
dition powder.  It  is  a  scientifically  prepared, 
ready-mixed,  daily  ration. 

Do  You  Want  Eggs? 

Feed  American  Poultry  Food. 

Do  You  Want  Quick  Growth? 

Feed  American  Poultry  Food. 

Do  You  Want  Show  Birds? 

Feed  American  Poultry  Food. 

If  you  are  Raising  Chicks  for  Market,  there  is 
no  food  that  will  force  them  so  fast  and  produce 
such  all-around  development  and  perfect  quality  as 
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A  MORNING  MASH. 

HOW  TO  MAKE  CAKE  FOR  CHICKS. 

Thoroughly  mix  three  pints  of  American  Poultry  Food,  one 
pint  of  clover  meal,  a  third  of  a  teaspoonful  of  .salt,  and  five  tea-"' 
spoonfuls  of  baking  powder:  wet  with  water  or  milk  to  a  mode- 
rately stifiE  batter  and  thoroughly  bake  in  a  slow  oven;  the  inside 
of  the  cake  will  serve  as  a  mash,  and  the  outside  can  be  used  in 
place  of  hard  grain. 

Practical  Poultry  PcedinR,  a  little  hook  coverini^  a  wide  ranee  of  subj  ects 
of  vital  interest  In  I'lmltrvtiien,  will  he  sent  voit  freP.  T)Ost  naid,  on  re(iUL*st. 

Address,  SCIENCE  DEPARTMENT, 

1355  .Vlonadnock  Bldjr- 
CHICAUO,  ILL. 


THE  AMERICAN  CEREAL  CO., 


I 
I 


S.  C.  BROWN  LEGHORNS. 

White  Wyandottes. 


S.  C.  WHITE  LEGHORNS. 

Ring  Neck  Pheasants. 


Kg;rs  fr*4Hii  tlir  jilmvc  .'^iim'U  cntiii-  tliiccl  frnnj  our  own  yards,  aii'l  purchasers  ordcriritr  i»f  ii.s  i\ti  not  run  the 
i-isK  of  having'  inferior  boujjhten  et^ga  sent  lliciii.  ^riiurantcc  ><»  pfr  ct'iil  fcrlilily  from  choirc  iiialitij;s 
III  «X  per  13.  CVPHKKS  &  FISHKK,  Washington,  W  arreii  Co.,  N.  'J. 


ROUP 


CURE  GUARANTEED. 


ROUP 


/^/^IV^T.'' 17"V»tJ    T>^TTT>   l^TTT>Xr'    The  only  renieily  posllively  known  to  cure  Roup 
JVJ'"j  JL    3    XVVrl.'A  L' AvJli    in  .hII  its  forms  as  hmn  .is  the  fowl  van  see  li> 

ilriiili.  .simply  pul  Ihe  cure  in  ilrinl%iii(.' w.ili  r,  anil  Ihe  fowl  will  lake  lis  own  nieillrine.  Kiir  (  aiiUi  r,  e-i-pe- 
ririlly  in  pi;.'i'i»np.  Ihis  ri-nieii>' I'xrels  all  olhcrs.  One  .M'e.  paekajre  makes  '2.^  jrallons  of  inediehie.  Diieellons 
wii  li'  exerv  park;ij.'e.    If  I  his  fails  to  cure  wi-  i  efunil  monev.    Postpaid,  small  .si /e.  S,ir. ;  lat-^'c  size.  SI . 

I'KTAH;MA  INd'HATOK  CO.,  I'elalunia,  Cal.,  I'aciiSc  <;oast  A;.'enls.  Meulinu  Fariii-ri.uli  r\ .  Don't 
send  .stamjis.  G.  E.  CONKEY  &  CO.,  Clevehind,  Ohio. 
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EDITORIAL. 


Don't  Keep  Scrubs. 

It  is  time  to  1)8  weetling  out  the  flock,  ami 
pii;kin;<  out  the  birds  that  are  to  be  kept  over 
iie.xt  winter.  Some  of  these,  ot  course,  are  to 
be  the  brectliug  stock  for  ue.xt  season.  You 
should  htive  raised  some  good  straight  thor- 
oughbred chicks  this  year,  aud  on  these  phu-e 
the  most  dependence  for  breeders  —  this  is 
assuming  that  it  is  your  first  season  with 
thoroughbreds.  Doubtless  you  are  thinking 
that  you  will  winter  a  few  of  the  best  of  your 
"natives"  — scrubs  or  mongrels.  Don't  do 
it.    Don't  keep  scrubs. 

It  costs  no  more  to  winter  a  good  thorough- 
bred, one  that  has  been  bred  for  practical 
purposes  as  well  as  standard  qualifications, 
than  it  does  to  keep  a  scrub.  You  may  say 
that  you  have  the  scrubs,  and  haven't  the 
thoroughbreds,  and  that  you  wtint  to  carry 
some  yearlings  through  the  winter.  Have  the 
yearlings  by  all  means,  but  don't  have  them 
scrubs.  Fat  up  the  scrubs,  and  market  them 
while  the  prices  still  hold  good  for  fowls. 
You  are  sure  to  htive  an  opportunity  to  invest 
the  money  so  obtained  in  the  purchase  of  good 
breeding  stock  at  a  very  low  figure.  Breeders 
are  now  thinning  out  their.  Ilocks  to  make 
room  for  the  youngsters.  They  must  have 
room,  and  the  fowls  will  go  for  low  prices  to 
promote  quick  sales. 

If  you  only  watch  the  advertising  columns 
for  sales,  and  have  disposed  of  your  scrubs, 
you  can  secure  many  a  bargain  in  somebody's 
ofler  of  this  season's  breeders  which  must  be 
disposed  ot  to  mtike  room.  These  thorough- 
breds can  be  purchased  for  a  price  not  .nuch 
in  excess  of  what  you  received  at  the  market 
for  your  fattened  scrubs.  They  will  cost  \oii 
no  more  to  keep.  You  will  not  be  ashamed 
of  them,  ;ind  will  be  glad  to  show  them  to 
your  friends.  For  this  reason  they  will  get 
more  and  better  care  thaL  the  scrubs  previ- 
ously kept..  You  will  get  belter  returns  in 
eggs  through  the  winter,  and,  what  is  better 
still,  you  will  have  nothing  but  thoroughbreds 
with  which  to  begin  ue.\t  season's  breeding. 
Don't  keep  scrubs. 


A  <ira(lual  Revolution. 

Talking  with  a  veteran  poultryman  a  day  or 
two  ago,  he  got  upon  a  reminiscent  strain, 
and  we  were  .struck  with  the  change  that  has 
come  about  in  the  poultry  business  in  the  past 
twenty  years;  we  spoke  of  it  as  a  gradual 
revolution,  and  yet  it  might  be  more  correct 
to  denominate  it  "a  growth,"  only  that  the 
term  seems  lacking  in  etl'ectiveness  of  expres- 
sion. The  point  under  discussion  was  the 
almost  general  use  of  incubators.  It  would 
.seem  as  though  almost  everyone  used  them 
now,  whereas  fifteen  to  twenty  years  ago  they 
were  quite  rare.  Not  a  few  had  tried  and 
discarded  them,  and  some  of  those  poultry- 
men  arc  still  opposed  to  artificial  incubation, 
chielly  because  they  tried  incubators  in  the 
days  when  they  were  far  less  eflfective  than 
today;  aud  upon  the  principle  that  "  a  burned 
child  tireads  the  fire,"  they  will  not  attempt 
artificial  incubation  again. 

Certain  it  is,  however,  there  is  now  an 
enormous  amount  of  hatching  done  with  incu- 
bators, and  the  sale  of  eggs  for  hatching  has 
been  strongly  influenced  by  it,  so  that  the  call 
today  seems  to  be  very  largely  for  "  incubator 
eggs,"  that  is,  eggs  by  the  hundred.  In  this 
respect,  at  least,  there  has  been  a  revolution 
ettected.  Fifteen  to  twenty  years  ago  the  sale 
of  eggs  was  almost  wholly  by  the  sitting; 
today  the  gretit  bulk  of  the  trade  is  by  the 
hundred.  It  would  not  be  correct  to  say  that 
all  eggs  sold  by  the  hundred  go  into  incu- 
bators ;  we  have  heard  of  two  cases  where 
tliey  certainly  did  not  —  one  was  of  a  man 
who  bought  a  hundred  eggs,  and  set  them 
under  eight  hens ;  the  other  was  where  three 
or  four  friends  clubbed  together  to  buy  a 
hundred  eggs  and  divided  them  up,  each  tak- 
ing her  portion  and  setting  them. 

An  observing  man  cannot  but  think  the 
revolution  or  growth  has  been  most  beneficial 
to  the  poultry  industry,  resulting  in  a  rapid 
development  of  the  business,  and  a  better 
condition  of  things.  There  was  need  of  this 
development  if  the  supply  would  keep  pace 
with  the  demand,  or  keep  in  sight  of  it,  rather; 
it  doesn't  seem  to  keep  up  with  it. 

It  is  gratifying  to  see  these  evidences  of 
progress  of  the  poultry  business  adapting 
itself  to  new  conditions,  and  we  look  to  see  a 
continued  growth,  a  constant  improvement. 
Probably  the  most  crying  need  today  is  for 
an  improvement  in  quality  of  both  poultiy 
aud  eggs,  aud  by  studying  and  working  for 
that  improvement  the  best  good  of  the  poultry 
industry  will  be  promoted. 

The  Show  in  St.  Petersburg,  Russia. 

Our  readers  will  remember  that  circulars 
were  distributed  and  announcements  pub- 
lished iu  the  poultry  papers  of  a  poultry 
e.vhibition  to  be  held  in  St.  Petersburg, 
Kussiti,  in  May,  but  so  far  as  we  have  been 
able  to  letirn,  no  American  breeders  sent 
exhibits;  nor  is  this  surprising  wheu  the 
great  diflBculties,  including  distance,  are  con- 
sidered. 

An  English  writer,  Mr.  Stephen  Beal,  in 
the  Country  Gentleman,  gives  his  observa- 
tions at  this  Kussian  exhibition.  He  laments 
the  meagre  English  exhibit,  found  the  French 
and  Belgian  exhibits  very  good,  the  German 
section  "  simply  a  dealer's  display."  This 
characteristic  of  the  St.  Petersburg  exhibition 
is  what  one  would  expect  on  the  continent, 
where  exhibitions  are,  (in  the  main),  "  fairs" 
for  the  sale  of  goods.  Mr.  Beale  speaks  of 
this  feature  and  says: — "unless  anyone  could 
go  with  the  birds,  there  was  no  provision 
made  for  sale  in  the  way  we  are  accustomed 
to  see.  This  is  a  great  mistake,  throwing 
continental  shows  more  into  the  hands  of 
detilers  than  breeders." 

It  is  noteworthy  that  the  English  and 
.Vmerican  varieties,  (Mr.  Beale  classes  them 
both  as  "  English ")  were  exhibited  in  the 
Hungarian  aud  Russian  sections,  luauy  of 
them  having  been  imported  or  had  been  bred 
from  imported  stock.  AVe  cannot  do  belter 
titan  clip  a  couple  of  paragraphs  from  Mr. 
15cale"s  letter  in  the  Country  Ge7illemun: 

"  This  is  also  true,  but  to  a  less  extent,  of 
the  Russian  department,  which,  as  might  be 
expected,  was  the  largest  section  of  the  show  : 
and  it  w;is  in  this  .section  that  the  greatest 
novelties  appetired.  The  major  i)art  of  the 
fowls  were  English,  and  many   had  either 
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been  imported  direct  or  wero  bred  from 
imported  stock.  Hence  nearly  all  varietie.<, 
such  as  are  common  iu  our  ordinary  poultry 
shows  are  represented  in  the  Russian  section, 
together  with  others  which  have  not  been 
seen  before.  Hitherto  the  English  fowls 
which  have  found  most  favor  in  Russia  have 
been  of  the  heavier  type,  such  as  Cochins, 
Black  Orpingtons,  Brahmas,  Plymouth  Rock^, 
and  Wyandottes;  aud  this  is  explainable  by 
the  fact  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  have 
fowls  hardy  enough  to  withstand  the  rigors  of 
the  climate.  The  experience  has  been  that 
big  combed  races  are  unsuitable  at  any  rate 
except  iu  the  extreme  south  of  Ru.ssia,  by 
reason  of  the  injury  to  their  combs  through 
frost.  The  quality  of  the  English  races  was 
on  the  whole  very  good  —  better  than  I  had 
expected  to  see. 

"  Speaking  generally,  the  show  being  held 
on  continental  lines,  the  methods  are  not  such 
as  would  commend  themselves  in  England. 
In  the  first  place,  it  is  practically  a  market, 
and  thus  the  various  exhibitors  group  their 
exhibits  all  together,  and  do  not  divide  them 
into  classes  as  we  should.  Of  course,  if 
actual  money  prizes  were  given,  such  a 
system  could  not  be  carried  out;  but  wheu 
medals  are  awarded,  it  does  not  much  matter, 
because  these  medals  are  given  to  such  birds 
as  the  judges  think  deserve  them,  regardless 
of  any  competition  that  might  be  brought 
against  them.  A  great  objection  to  such  a 
system  is,  as  already  noted,  that  small  breeders 
are  almost  prohibited  from  showing,  by  reason 
of  the  fact  that  they  cannot  attend  and  find 
customers  for  their  birds.  1  hope  that  such  a— 
system  will  never  become  prevalent  in  Eng- 
land, where  we  do  not  want  to  e.xtend  the 
influence  of  the  dealer  as  against  the  breeder. 
The  eftbrts  of  our  great  societies  have  always 
been  to  protect  the  breeders,  and  give  them 
the  opportunity  which  seems  to  be  denied  in 
other  exhibitions.  Of  course,  if  at  future 
shows  it  could  be  arranged  that  someone  iu 
authority  could  take  charge  of  the  section, 
look  after  the  sale  of  the  stock  as  in  both  the 
French  and  Belgian  sections,  the  breeders 
would  find  it  worth  their  while  to  exhibit. 
Ko  doulit  the  demand  for  birds  in  Russia  will 
be  very  large,  and  unless  some  such  plan  can 
be  arranged,  this  trade  will  chiefly  fall  into 
the  hands  of  Russians  aud  Belgians." 

Histories  of  Different  Breeds. 

We  are  frequently  receiving  letters  asking 
for  a  history  of  the  origin  or  description  of 
some  one  of  the  diflerent  breeds  of  fowls, 
with  their  individual  merits.  We  published 
such  descriptions  and  histories  in  F.vrm- 
PouLTRY,  beginning  September  1st,  1895, 
each  breed  being  accompanied  by  a  fine  illus- 
tration of  a  representative  pair  of  the  breed, 
drawn  especially  for  us  by  Sewell, —  and  any 
number  can  be  supplied  from  this  office,  post- 
paid, for  five  cents.  The  breeds  and  dates 
are  as  follows : 


Barred  Plymouth  Rocks, 

Sept.  1 

,  1S95. 

White  Wyandottes, 

Oct.  1, 

1895. 

Partridge  Cochins, 

Nov.  1, 

1895. 

S.  C.  Brown  Leghorns, 

Dec.  1, 

1895. 

X,ight  Brahmas, 

Jan.  1, 

1S9G. 

Black  Spanish, 

April  1 

,  1896. 

White  Plymouth  Rocks, 

May  1, 

1896. 

Pekin  ducks. 

June  1, 

1896. 

Silver  Wyandottes, 

July  1, 

1896. 

Black  Minorcas, 

Aug.  1, 

. 1896. 

Bulf  Cochins, 

Oct.  1, 

1896. 

S.  C.  White  Leghorns, 

Oct.  15, 

,  1896. 

Mammoth  Bronze  turkeys. 

,  Nov.  1, 

1896. 

Burt"  Plymouth  Rocks, 

Dec.  15 

,  1896. 

That  list  pretty  much  covers  the  more  popu- 

lar  varieties,  and  the  great  majority  of  poullry- 
inen  can  find  their  special  breed  iu  it.  Any 
one  of  those  numbers  will  be  sent  postpaid 
from  this  otHce  on  receipt  of  the  price. 

Ijack  Numbers. 

AVe  are  Usually  able  to  fill  orders  for  back 
numbers  of  F.vitM-roli.THY,  but  were 
"  stumped  ■'  today  by  an  order  for  the  num- 
ber containing  the  article,  "Modifying  the 
Light  Brahmas,"  which  we  find  was  published 
iu  August,  1891,  just  before  the  paper  was 
enlarged  to  its  present  form. 

We  can  supply  back  uimibers  from  Janu- 
ary, '92,  inclusive,  but  the  plates  of  the  first 
three  volumes  were  broken  up,  and  we  can- 
not reprint  them. 


July  1 

l'nsigne<I  Letters.  Again. 

The  defective  letters  continue  to  come  in, — 
indeed  there  is  hardly  a  day  pas.-es  that  we  do 
not  receive  two  or  three,  or  more. 

Here  is  one  from  Reading,  (no  stat<'),  signed 
C.  G.  W.  O.  As  there  are  about  a  dozen 
Readings  in  the  United  Slates,  our  corre- 
spondent can  hardly  blame  us  for  not  going  on 
a  blind  search  through  the  subscription  list  to 
find  out  who  and  where  he  is. 

Here  is  a  postal  card  from  Groveland,  (no 
state),  and  the  postmark  is  simply  a  splash  on 
the  lower  half,  and  is  unreadable.  The  card 
is  signed  W.  B.  E.,  and  "  nothing  more." 

We  must  have  the  name  aud  address,  or  we 
cannot  use  the  letters. 


A  Few  Compliments. 

Finds  It  Valuable. 

There  were  seven  specimen  copies  of  as 
many  diflTereot  poultry  papers  .sent  me,  and  I 
preferred  Fak.m- Poultry  to  any  of  the  others, 
because  of  its  practical  utility  features.  1  ani 
just  beginning,  and  F.\k.m-Pol"LTRy  is  very 
valuable  to  me.  A.  T. 

Green's  Fork,  Ind. 

Is  the  Most  Practical. 

Of  the  nine  poultry  papers  on  my  desk  I 
consider  Fakm-Pol'ltuy  head  and  shoulders 
above  them  all,  as  being  the  most  practical, 
up  to  date  and  reliable  of  any  poultry  paper 
of  which  I  have  knowledge.  A.  C.  B. 

Leetonia,  Ohio. 

"Best  Paper  Out." 
I  take  F.vK.M-Poi  Ll  l!V,  and  find  it  the  best 
paper  out.  A.  W.  L. 

West  Somerville,  Mass. 

Is  Useful. 

I  have  only  lately  been  a  subscriber  to  your 
paper,  Fakm-Pol  ltry,  aud  I  may  say  that  it 
is  a  grand  paper  —  of  great  use  to  people  like 
myself  who  are  just  beginning  in  the  poultry 
fine.  R.  G. 

Ashfield,  X.  S.  W.,  Australia. 

Reads  It  With  Pleasure  and  Profit. 

It  has  been  my  intention  for  some  time  pttst 
to  write  to  you  to  say  with  what  pleasure  and 
profit  I  read  your  paper,  but  I  have  so  little 
time  for  writing  that  I  have  put  it  olf  from 
time  to  time,  but  having  just  received  your 
issue  of  March  15th,  containing  your  practical 
and  very  valual)le  article  ou  "  How  to  Hatch 
and  Rear  Cht'ckeus,"  I  feel  compelled  to 
write  and  express  my  thanks,  not  only  for 
that,  but  for  the  many  practical  hints  iu 
former  issues  of  your  valuable  and  very  prac- 
tical paper. 

I  subscribe  to  three  other  poultry  papers, 
(two  English),  and  although  they  are  all  fairly 
good,  yours  is  the  "  boss.''  W.  A. 

Houw  Hoik.,  Cape  Town,  So.  Africa 


Notes  on  Advertising. 

An  active  enemy  is  a  fine  advertisement. 

I  don't  care  how  big  :i  man  is,  his  name  is 
soon  forgotten  if  he  don't  keep  it  before  the 
public. 

You  kutiw  your  slock  is  goo<l  ? 

Then  tell  it: 
II  sells  not  as  it  should  ? 

Compel  it ; 

Buy  up  news))aper  space 

An<l  in  it  Iresh  ads.  place. 
Then  to  the  populace 

You'll  sell  it.  -  K..M.  S. 
Reach  out  for  business;  'tis  there.  Woo  it 
as  you  would  the  maiden  of  your  heart,  and 
you  will  be  surprised  at  its  susceptibility  to 
your  attention.  Don't  forget,  though,  that 
it  difl'ers  from  the  maiden  in  the  particular 
that  it  cannot  be  wed,  and  to  maintain  your 
grip  you  must  be  a  lover  always.  This  will 
necessitate  a  kindergarten  course  for  many; 
but  the  game  will  be  found  worthy  the  pur- 
suit. —  Xational  Fancier^s  Journal. 


While  nest  eggs  have  nothing  to  do  with 
increased  egg  production,  they  have  a  good 
mission  in  teaching  the  hens  to  lay  in  certain 
places,  instead  of  dropping  their  eggs  any  and 
•everywhere.  —  E.frliange. 


Iveep  on  setting  the  broody  hens.  Multiply 
the  broods,  for  the  chicks  will  be  wauled  iu 
the  summer. —  Maine  Farmer. 
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ANSWERS  TO  Correspondents. 


Cvn'esf'OniienU  who  eiu-tuac  sUinifis  fur  reply  rtreive 
iinmediaie  aiisirers  by  mail.  llVicvt  no  s/am/is  are 
,  iclosed  ijueslioiis  tr/iirh  are  r/ yeneral  inleresi  and 
have  noi  reeenlly  appeared  here  are  prinled  in'lh 
ansiren  in  this  department.  Several  correspondents 
soinelimes  trrile  at  about  the  same  time  to  ask  the  ,-(i«ie 
f/ues/ion.  (I/course  only  one  inquiry  is  printed.  I.uok 
I'nr  the  anstrer  to  your  question,  not  for  your  initials 
and  residence. 


Questions  Briefly  Answered. 

[Any  of  tliu  iiiinil)i  rs  iif  KAKM-rouLTUY  loferml 
1,)  Uclow,  will  lie  supplieil  ut  the  rale  of  live  cenis 
.■;icli]. 

CllluoKS.—  (G.  J.  R.,  Pai  ki  id^'e,  N.  J.)  : 
Tlie  swellings  about  lie;uls  of  vuiir  birds  are 
Improbably  caused  by  a  small  Ilea  know  n  as  the 
chigoe.  You  will  timl  description  of  the 
iusect  and  a  remedy  in  the  article,  "  Enemies 
to  Poiiltrydoin,"  in  June  loth  F.-P. 

Mea  r  JIkal.  — (J.  J.,  San  Francisco,  Cal.)  : 
The  sanipleof  meat  meal  you  send  is  evidently 
only  a  poor  grade  of  fertilizer.  It  is  unfit  for 
poultry  food.  There  are  many  so-called  meat 
meals  offered  for  sale  that  are  of  no  value  for 
feeding  fowls,  and  using  such  would  injure 
the  flocU.  The  really  good  meat  foods  now 
on  the  market  can  be  easily  counted  on  your 
lingers.  When  you  buy  get  a  good  standard 
article,  put  up  by  reliable  people,  and  get  the 
manufacturer's  guaranty  as  to  quality  and 
composition. 

Mouldy  Grain.—  (I^.  J.,  lladuor.  Pa.): 
Mouldy  grain  or  spoiled  food  of  any  sort  is 
unlit  for  poultry  food.  It  is  probable  that 
most  of  the  diseases  of  your  fowls,  especially 
those  of  the  egg  organs,  are  the  result  of  feed- 
lug  freely  on  mouldy  cracked  corn. 

POULTKY  Book.—  (E.  T.,  Lowell,  Mass.)  : 
You  will  tind  the  Pakm-Poultky  edition  of 
"  Wright's  I'raVtica!  Poultry  Keeper,"  an  up 
to  date  and  useful  book  on  poultry  keeping. 
The  price  wilh  Fahm-I'oultuy  for  one  year 
is  §2.50;  the  book  alone  $2. 

Cock  Too  IIkavy.— (C.  II.  P..  Baltimore, 
Md.)  :  Your  male  bird  is  too  heavy  for  the 
hens,  aud  is  the  cause  of  all  your  trouble.  A 
medium  weight  male  w  ill  give  better  results. 
Better  let  the  hens  run  without  a  cock  for 
the  rest  of  the  season. 

Scratching;  .Shed  Umlerneath. 

Mr.  Eililor:  —  Ou  page  11)4,  April,  luiiiiljer  R.  I'. 
tliere  is  a  reproductiou  of  photo  of  loii^  poulu  y 
liuuse  wilh  si'ratcliiiiK  sheil  uiuienieatli.  \\\\\  you 
please  lell  me  what  you  thiul;  of  this  style  of  house 
fur  a  lar);e  plant  ? 

If  seratehiiijr  aparlnieuls  were  built  hi^'h  enouj-'h 
toailiuit  pleuiy  of  suushiue,  would  it  not  he  as  good 
aslfbuiltou  the  side?  Would  the  height  of  the  house 
from  llie  grouiKi  make  it  cold?  VV.  H. 

Omaha,  Xeh. 

Don't  do  it.  This  is  one  of  the  poorest 
plans  of  poultry  bouses  in  existence,  and  is, 
all  things  considered,  quite  as  costly  as  the 
scratching  shed  adjoining  the  pen  plan,  wilh 
the  added  disadvantage  that  you  get  less  yard 
room,  which  of  itself  is  quite  a  factor. 

The  greatest  objection,  however,  is  that  it 
makes  the  house  very  colil,  pushing  it  up 
luto  the  air  where  it  is  more  exposed,  and 
making  the  floor  very  cold.  That  olijection 
alone  is  suflicient  to  condemn  the  plan.  Adii 
to  that  the  fad  that  you  have  got  to  use  tim- 
bers of  fully  twice  the  strength  to  support  the 
floor  and  weight  of  structure,  the  cost  of  floor, 
etc.,  and  one  can  see  that  it.  is  more  expensive 
and  less  desirable. 

We  have  had  a  great  many  opportunities 
for  studying  poultry  house  plans,  and  have 
personally  tried  several,  and  we  say,  without 
hesitation,  that  the  scratching  shed  plan  as 
given  in  June  15th,  '98,  F.-P.,  is  the  very  best 
plan  we  have  everseen. 


Pasting  Up  Behind. 

Mr.  Eilitor:—  Kindly  tell  me  if  there  is  any  remedy 
for  chirks  "pasting  up  hehiud."  Believing  that  it 
was  caused  by  bowel  trouble,  I  gave  them  charcoal, 
but  it  has  not  cured  them.   What  causes  the  trouble? 

Ishoulil  also  like  to  know  what  causes  the  appear- 
ance of  black  spots  on  the  eonili  of  one  of  my  cocks. 
He  seems  to  be  iu  good  eonditiou  in  all  other  respects. 

Rosedale,  L.  I.  C.  S.  V. 

"Pasting  up  behind"  in  chicks  is  usually 
the  result  of  chilling.  It  is  sometimes  caused 
by  foul  water,  and  sometimes  by  indigeslion 
aii'l.overheating.  It  is  easier  to  prevent  than 
t"  cure.  A  prominent  fancier  recommends 
the  use  of  half  a  tcaspoouful  of  Venetian  red 


in  the  drinking  water.  One  do>e  in  about  a 
(|uart  of  water  (when  fresh  water  is  added 
the  powder  is  not  rinsed  out)  is  sufficient  for 
a  week's  treatment. 

The  spots  on  the  cock's  comb  are  probably 
caused  by  mosquito  bites.  Grease  the  comb 
with  a  little  one  per  cent  carbolatcd  vaseline. 


Chick  FentherB  Sloivly. 

Mr.  Editor:— I  have  some  pure  While  Wyaudotle 
chicks  as  pretty  as  you  ever  saw.  One  of  them  Is 
all'ecled  with  some  kind  of  a  illsease,  it  has  not  got 
many  full  feathers.  Two  weeks  ago  It  did  not  have 
hardly  any,  and  what  feathers  It  lias  now  are  from 
soft  (|ullls,  and  seem  loose.  The  olilck  Is  not  lousy. 

Dillsburg.  I'a.  j)],.  d. 

We  do  not  think  the  chick  is  diseased.  It 
is  not  uncommon  for  some  Wyandotte  chicks 
(males  especially)  to  be  slow  about  getting 
their  feathers.  Feed  the  chick  liberally  on 
green  food,  and  allow  some  meat  meal  in  the 
soft  food.  With  added  feather  forming 
material  in  the  food  the  chick  will  come  out 
all  right. 


KlindneHH  in  ChlckH. 

Mr.  Editor:— Quite  a  number  of  my  yoiuig  chicks 
are  Iroubleil.  wilh  sore  eyes.  They  seem  glueil 
together,  and  If  not  attended  lo  they  will  become, 
to  all  interns,  blind.  They  cannot  see  to  eat',  lose 
strength,  and  die.  1  never  had  this  trouble  before, 
aud  would  like  to  know  what  lo  do  for  11. 

Napa,  Cal.  A.  W.  It. 

Trouble  is  caused  by  inflammation  of  the 
eyelids,  either  the  result  of  slight  colds,  or 
from  some  irritating  substance  gelling  into 
the  eyes.  B  ilhe  the  eyes  with  a  solution  of 
hydrogen  dioxide  one  part,  in  cold  water  two 
parts;  dry,  and  with  the  linger  tip  moistened 
wilh  a  drop  of  sweet  oil  or  a  little  vaseline, 
gently  anoiyt  the  litis.  Mjike  sure  that  the 
eyes  open  fieely.  See  article  on  "  Blindness 
in  Chicks,"  page  257,  FARM-Poui.ritY. 


Insect  liltes? 

Mr.  Editor:— I  am  having  trouble  with  my  hens. 
A  little  bunch  comes  upon  the  side  of  the  head  near 
the  eye  aud  bill.  Sometimes  It  swells  up  so  that  the 
hen  dies.  Other  times  it  goes  away.  The  hens  look  as 
smart  as  any  hen,  and  lay  well.  W.  W.  T. 

Limerick,  Maine. 

It  is  likely  that  the  trouble  is  caused  by  the 
bites  of  some  insect,  possi'bly  bees  or  wasps. 
Some  cases  have  been  reported  where  mos- 
quitoes caused  similar  trouble.  Anoint  the 
bunches  with  ;i  little  one  per  cent  carbolated 
vaseline.  If  the  growth  threatens  to  become 
so  large  as  to  endanger  the  life  of  the  fowl  by 
rendering  it  unable  to  eat,  cut  the  growth 
open,  and  bathe  with  hydrogen  dio.vide  and 
water,  equal  parts;  after  drying  apply 
unguentine.  B:ithe  and  dress  the  wound 
daily  until  it  heals. 


Cramp. 

Mr. Editor:— I  am  having  trouble  wilh  my  Wllile 
L.eghoru  chickeus.  Most  of  them  run  with  the  hens, 
but  sleep  in  coops  out  of  doors.  Coops  have  no  floors, 
as  the  season  has  been  dry.  Coops  moved  occasion- 
ally. They  have  free  range,  and  are  fed  three  parts 
corn  meal,  one  part  bran,  scalded;  plenty  of  wheat, 
johnycake  frec|uently,  and  sometimes  a  little  meat 
meal,  also  clover  meal. 

At  two  lo  live  weeks  of  age  the  joints  ot  the  toes 
begin  to  swell,  and  the  toes  grow  crooked,  turned  to 
one  bide,  aud  twisted;  joint  after  joint  becoming 
atfecled  until  the  whole  fool  Is  swollen.  Chick  slops 
growing,  and  its  feet  seem  tender  and  p:dnful,  but  as 
both  feet  are  alike  it  cannot  limp.  None  have  died 
yet.  One  taken  at  about  two  weeks  of  age,  now 
nearly  six  weeks  old,  is  scarcely  larger  than  wlien 
taken,  although  quite  well  feathered. 

It  seems  as  if  it  could  not  be  due  to  sleeping  on  the 
ground,  as  this  one  has  always  come  into  the  house 
.and  slept  In  a  box  by  the  stove  with  otiiers  which 
have  grown  finely,  I  purchased  a  silling  of  eggs  to 
raise  some  cockei  els  for  next  year,  and  all  but  one  of 
this  brood  are  affected.  I  think  they  will  be  worth- 
less, if  Ihey  live. 

What  is  the  tiouble,  its  cause  and  prevention  ? 

tirauby,  Mass.  Mrs.  A.  E.  C.  L. 

The  trouble  is  commonly  known  as 
"cramp."  It-is  a  gouty  condition,  ami  akin  to 
rheumatism.  In  this  case  the  exciting  c;iuse 
was  overfeeding  of  heating  and  stimulating 
foods.  That  mash  would  have  been  safer 
and  better  if  made  one-li;ilf  or  two-thirds  bran 
inste;id  of  three  p;irts  corn  meal.  Any  coii- 
sider;iblc  amount  of  greasy  me;it  scrap  or 
poor  meal  mc:il  from  which  the  fat  h;is  not 
been  well  extr;icted,  will  c;iuse  a  like  condi- 
tion. 

The  chief  avoidable  causes  of  gouty  cramp 
are  overfeeding  on  heating  and  slimulali;)g 
foods;  overheating  especially  where  much 
me:it  meal  has  been  fed,  coops  with  dry 
uu littered  board  floors. 


The  disease  appears  most  frequently  in 
chicks  from  delicate  or  rlieum:ilic  parents,  or 
those  which  are  overfat  or  suffering  from  the 
effects  of  overfeeding. 

Chicks  which  Inive  li;id  cramps  are  worth- 
less as  breeders.  Those  which  apparently 
recover  are  only  lil  for  the  pot,  :is  they  will, 
almost  to  acerliiiniy  lr:insmit  to  their  chicks 
their  tendency  to  rheumatic  tliseascs. 

Treatment  for  mild  cases,  rub  the  legs  :inil 
feet  twice  a  day  wilh  Johnson's  Anodyne 
Liniment,  carefully  siretching  out  the  toes. 
Add  to  a  pint  of  fresh  drinking  water  leu 
grains  of  s;ilicyl;ite  of  soda.  Let  the  chicks 
h;ive  a  drink  of  this  morning,  noon  and  night. 
Take  it  away  as  soon  us  they  have  each  had  ii 
drink.  Mi.v  fresh  every  day.  Continue 
lre:itinent  for  a  few  days  after  apparent  cure. 
Allow  no  other  drink  but  Ihi;  m('.lir:itcd 
water  while  under  tre:itment. 


A  Hard  (>u«Htion. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  Will  you  \n-  so  khul  as  lo  give  me  a 
Utile  advice?  Aly  health  compels  me  lo  leave  the 
ministry;  I  am  very  nmch  Inlerested  in  poultry.  Do 
you  think  I  could  make  a  good  living  by  keeping  a 
poultry  farm,  having  three  hundre<l  to  four  hundred 
chickens?  I  have  some  experience,  but  am  willing  to 
learn  every  detail  of  the  business.  Do  you  think 
western  New  York,  ten  or  twelve  miles  from  BuU'alo, 
a  good  location?    How  much  land  would  1  ne<'d? 

I  like  lo  read  FAU.M-l'OULTltY,  w  hich  I  gel  at  llic 
newsdealer's.  Itcv.  V..  V. 

Western  N.  Y. 

Whether  you  can  m:ike  a  good  living  from 
poultry  depenils  entirely  upon  yourself. 
The  poultry  will  do  its  part  if  you,  (or  any- 
one else),  will  do  yours. 

An  able  bodied  man,  rightly  handling  three 
hundred  lo  four  hundred  head  ot  fowls  iu  the 
New  Engliind  or  middle  states,  can  easily 
clear»$SO0  to  $1000  ;i  year  over  and  above 
living  e.vpeiises;  but  fowls  have  got  to  be 
kept  up  to  concert  pitch,  and  worked  for  the 
dollars  there  are  in  them. 

The  fact  that  your  health  compels  you  to 
leave  the  ministry  suggests  that  you  may  not 
be  Bufflciently  able  bodied  to  care  for  three 
hundred  to  four  hundred  head  of  fowls.  AVe 
suppose  you  mean  fowls  when  you  say 
"  chickens."  For  a  man  broken  down  in 
health  to  attempt  to  make  a  living  from  poul- 
try is  hazardous,  unless  he  has  sufficient 
experience  to  direct  a  subordinate  and  super- 
intend things  himself  —  doing  a  part  of  the 
work  and  coming  out  strong  in  the  busy  sea- 
son of  .spring  and  summer,  when  a  lot  of 
chickens  should  be  raised  to  replace  the  hiv- 
ing stock  and  sell  to  market. 

You  would  prob;ibIy  want  six  or  eight 
acres  of  land,  —  at  least  we  would,  —  so  as  to 
give  the  growing  chicks  good  range,  and  the 
grass  raised  on  the  land  would  be  a  good 
paying  crop.  On  our  farm  the  grass  is  har- 
vested before  the  chicks  are  colonized  out  in 
the  grass  fields ;  so  that  we  get  two  crops,  one 
of  hay  and  one  of  chickens. 

Yes,  western  New  York  would  be  a  good 
location,  although  taking  the  year  iround, 
nearer  to  New  York  city  would  i)robably 
give  better  prices. 


An  Amateur's  Questions. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  1  have  often  heard  my  neighbors 
around  liere  say  that  you  gave  the  best  answers  to 
questions,  and  I  have  a  few  I  would  like  lo  have 
answered  if  you  can  spare  Ihc  tluie. 

1st.  Whicli  is  the  best  aud  cheapest  way  of  making 
liens  lay  in  winter? 

2d.  Whicli  is  tlie  best  laying  hen  ? 

3d.  What  is  llie  best  condition  powder? 

4tli.  I  have  a  few  small  chicks  which  do  not  grow 
well ;  could  you  tell  me  what  I  could  do  lo  make  them 
grow  faster?  W.  I.. 

Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

1st.  That  is  a  hirge  question.  In  Nov. 
15th,  '97,  F.-P.  you  will  lind  au  article, 
"  Feeding  Fowls  for  Eggs,"  which  tells  how 
we  feed  fowls  here  on  our  farm;  aud  Ihey 
lay  us  eggs.  If  you  will  carefully  read  F.-P. 
we  think  you  will  get  light  upon  this  subject. 

2d.  We,  think  While  AVyaudottes  and, 
Barred  Plyiuouth  Rocks  are  the  best  all  year 
round  layers;  but  some  others  would  not 
agree  with  us,  and  would  say  that  Minorcas 
or  Leghorns  are  better  layers.  We  have 
tried  some  twelve  or  lifleeu  different  varie- 
ties of  fowls,  and  have  settled  upon  Barred  P. 
Hocks  and  While  Wyandottes  as  paying  us 
the  best  all  the  year  round  profit. 

3d.'  Prob;ibly  Siierid:in's  Condition  Pow- 
der is  the  best  on  the  market. 

4  li.  Tlnit  is  another  broad  question.  Your 
chicks  may  be  lousy;  you  may  not  feed  them 


well;  theym;iy  be  poorly  piovidcd  wilh  grit 
or  green  food  ;  or  iiny  niimlu'r  uf  such  causes, 
anyone  of  which  would  be  suflicient  explana- 
tion of  tjieir  not  growing  faster. 

When  the  chicks  do  not  do  well,  the  first 
supposition  Is  lice  always,  and  one  thousand 
chickens  out  of  every  nine  luindreil  and 
ninety-nine  :ire  lousy.  A  good  many  niisfeed 
their  chicks  and  get  their  bowels  out  of  order, 
then  they  do  not  grow,  iu  fact  they  droop  and 
die. 

If  you  w  ill  carefully  read  the  article;''  How 
\\r  Il;ilch  ;ind  U:iise  Chickens,"  March  li'th, 
"1)9  F.-P.,  you  will  get  ;in  ide:i  of  the  efforts 
we  have  to  make  chickens  grow. 


.Sex  in  Chicks. 
Mr.  Edllctr: — S{>me  tinu'  ;igo  I  had  an  argument  with 
some  friends  about  the  sex  t>f  chickens  one  week  old. 
I  Insisted  Ihat'accordliig  lo  mil'ure  the  sex  was  formed 
us  soon  as  the  chick  left  the  egg.  That  Is,  as  soon  as 
the  chicks  were  hatched  ihey  were  either  male  or 
female. 

One  of  my  friends  6ui<l  it  was  not  so.  and  that  the 
chicken  remained  in  a  slate  of  hermaplirodllism  for 
the  first  week,an<l  was  liable  lo  go  either  way,  (might 
become  elthi'r  male  uv  fem:de),  >\'ill  you  please 
eullghlen  mi'  on  this  question?  .).  1). 

Chlcopee,  .Mass. 

The  sex  of  the  chick  is  lixed  prior  lo  hatch- 
ing. It  is  not  unlikely  that  the  sex  of  the 
chick  that  is  to  be  is  settled  at  the  lime  the 
egg  Is  fecundated.  During  the  lirst  few  days 
of  incubation  the  embryo  does  not  give 
evidence  of  what  se.v  the  chick  is  to  be,  and 
until  about  the  end  of  the  first  week  of  incu- 
bation the  embryo  has  the  elementary  sexual 
organs  of  both  sexes.  From  this  state  the 
eml)ryo  merges  (|uite  rapidly,  and  takes  on 
the  distinct  se.x  characteristics  of  either  male 
or  female,  whichever  it  is  to  be.  So  that  for 
all  pr;ictical  purposes  we  can  say  that  during 
the  hiter  stages  of  incubation  the  chick  is 
either  male  or'  female.  The  normal  chick 
when  batched  is  either  iinilc  or  fein:ili^,  :ind 
not  heriiKiplirodite ;  shoul  1  it  be  the  latter  it 
is  a  monstrosity. 

Some  men  who  are  experts  are  able  to  lell 
the  sex  of  chicks  of  their  favorite  variety  as 
soon  as  the  chicks  are  hatcheil.  Last  year  we 
tested  this,  with  a  man  who  claimed  he  could 
tell  the  pullets  from  the  cockerels  in  Barred 
Plymouth  Rocks  as  soon  as  they  were  dry. 
Out  of  one  hundred  chicks  selected  as  pullets 
when  twelve  hours  old,  ninety-eight  were 
raised,  and  but  one  was  a  cockerel;  ninety- 
seven  were  pullets.  The  se.v  of  the  two  which 
died  was  not  iletermiiied,  as  the  bodies  were 
not  available  for  dissection,  they  having  dis- 
appeared in  the  maw  of  a  marauding  cat. 
This  party  did  not  claim  to  distinguish  sex 
by  color  alone,  but  said  he  depended  on  size, 
shape,  appearance  of  head  and  eyes,  as  well 
as  color.  He  chiims  that  he  can  tell  the  sex 
to  a  certainly  in  Bai  l  ed  Kock  chicks  under 
twenty-four  hours  old,  in  nine  cases  out  ot 
ten. 


Be  sure  you  thoroughly  read  the  unusual 
offers  we  make  to  new  subscribers  with 
Marion  Ilarland's  latest  works  as  the  pre- 
mium. 


YOU  CAN 

Stl  Iifiis  all  feiMnnicr,^  ami 
liavc  llu'in  iUi  well  if  yim'jiive 
llieni  t)r()|)t  r  cal  l*  :uKi  "f  l  oqiieiit 
(iusliu;is  wilh  Laiiihort's  l>ealli 

10  Lice  r(>\v(icr.   ^'ou  can  use 

11  aroiiiui  tlie  iicsl.  k.'\i\i^.  nr 
bniall  cliickciis.  wiilmnt  Injdi'y 
to  anvlIiiDir  but  vci  inin. 

YOU  CAN 

Itid  growing  chicks  of  bead  lice,  by  one  applica- 
tion of  Deatli  to  Lice  Ointment.  You  can  treat  a 
lii  uoil  in  live  minutes  (or  less)  and  they  will  show 
i  niprovemen  t  at  once. 


YOU  CAN 


Kcfp  the  ctM)])s  ami  roostiriK  rooms  ahsolutely 
free  from  mites  ami  had  smells  with  Death  !■( 
IJee  Special.  Von  ran  Inrn  y<Mir  pniillry  keep- 
ing from  a  (hiidi^fry  lo  a  pleasure  ami  prolit. 


YOU  CAN 


I5uy  these  remedies  from  many  deali'rs.  Ask 
vours  ami  see:  you  can  get  gooils  at  wholesale 
yourself  by  buying  S3  worlh  at  a  lime. 


YOU  CAN 


Addj  ess  me  by  postal  f(;r  Pocketliook  Pointers 
and  further  particulars;  or  you  can  receive  a 
sample  of  either  of  the  above  men  tioned  l  emedies 
for  lUc;  all  three  for  Kc.  |)Ostpaid.  You  can 
send  postage  slatnps  any  denomination.  You 
cau  have  your  money  buck  1  f  uol  satisfied. 

I).  .1.  LiAMBKKT,  ' 

Box  S'lO.  ApponaiiK,  Ii.  I. 
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Troubled  With  Kat8. 

Mr.  Kil|[i<r;— Durin;;  tin- ia^t  iw.)  years  I  have  iKtii 
niucli  liDuijIcil  Willi  rals  (Jfvoiirlii«  my  cliii;k»;  last 
yi^r  lost  about  Itfly,  ami  the  year  liefore  about  a 
liuiiilrcil.  Tills  year  I  liavc  placeU  niyclileks  In  a  rat 
proof  room,  or  one  In  wlilcli  I  will  be  able  to  rletect 
any  atlenipt  to  liimw  Into  on  tlie  second  floor  of  my 
barn. 

Wbat  I  want  toasklsdo  you  think  I  can  raise  my 
clil'-ks  wlDioui  leillii^  tlieni  run  out  on  the  grouna;— 
or  what  course  woubl  1  pnrane? 

I  have  poisoned  and  trapped  many  rats,  hnt  they 
seem  to  come  ami  (lo;  sometimes  I  have  not  any, 
other  limes  I  have  dozens  of  them.  W.  B.  M. 

Worcester,  Mass. 

Undoubtedly  you  can  raise  chickens  succes.s- 
fully  in  close  confineraent,  but  it  is  a  quile 
diflcrent  problem  from  raising  them  out  of 
doors;  and  you  have  got  to  consider  the 
conditions,  and  meet  Ihcm. 

Green  food  must  be  .'>upi)licd  in  abundance. 
We  do  not  mean  wastefully,  so  that  there 
shall  be  quantities  kicking  around  under  foot; 
but  that  there  must  be  a  con.stant  daily  feed- 
ing of  fresh  cut  grass  (lawn  clipping.s)  or 
fresh  vegetables,  as  lettuce  leaves,  etc.  .See 
"The  Uelatlon  of  Food  to  Disease,"  page  2G7, 
August  1st,  '98  F.-r.  Tliat  contains  some 
very  valuable  hints  on  green  food. 

You  should  also  sprinkle  the  sand  or  earth 
on  which  the  chickens  run,  else  it  will  be  too 
dry  for  them.  Chickens  need  some  dampness 
or  moisture,  just  as  plants  do. 

We  would  think  it  would  be  much  wiser  to 
put  the  chickens  out  of  doors,  in  a  rat  proof 
and  cat  proof  chicken  yard, as  shown  on  page 
137,  April  1st  number.  Properly  constructed, 
that  yard  would  be  practically  rat  proof,  and 
your  chickens  would  then  have  access  to  the 
ground. 


Sick  Young  Turkeys. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  I  wonld  lilie  lo  ask  you  what  alls  my 
young  turkeys.  They  are  Incubalur  lialclied,  were 
kepi  In  a  brooder  wltli  small  cliickens  until  seven 
days  old,  and  then  removed  lo  a  warm  room  in  boxes 
anil  kept  over  nlKhl  there.  The  next  morning  they 
looked  all  right,  and  were  fed  about  seven  o'clock,  on 
hard  boiled  egg  anil  oatmeal  mixed,  seasone<l  willi  a 
little  salt  and  i)ep|)er.  They  wi  re  liungry,  aud  ale 
the  fooil  up  ipilckly  ;  were  fed  again  about  leii  o'clock 
on  American  poultry  food,  wbicli  they  ale  readily. 
They  were  watered  after  Ike  second  feediug,  l>ut  the 
fiuinlaln  was  clean,  and  the  water  fresh,  and  llie 
water  was  removed  as  soon  as  they  were  tlirougli 
drinking.  A  little  while  afterward  we  noticed  one 
bloating.  It  bloaled  up  to  twice  lis  natural  size,  and 
died  about  noon.  Another  bloated  up  Hie  same  way, 
but  has  not  died  yet. 

Tlie  rest  were  moved  out  In  the  yard  in  tiie  sun, 
wlierc  lliey  liad  access  lo  more  water,  and  as  soon  as 
lliey  drank,  six  dropped  over  as  if  dead.  Four  after- 
wards revived,  but  two  were  dead.  These  four  died 
later  in  tlie  aflenioou,  and  the  others  are  droopy. 
Cliickens  have  access  to  the  same  water,  but  were  not 
troubled.  Wu  never  saw  or  heard  of  aiiythiug  like  It 
before.  Mrs.  L.  A.  R. 

Saxony, Ind. 

The  turkeys  had  indigestion.  AVe  think 
that  you  made  a  mistake  in  allowing  them  a 
full  feeding  of  a  mixture  of  two  such  highly 
concentrated  foods  as h:ird  boiled  egg  and  oat- 
meal. Do  you  mean  that  you  did  not  allow 
them  water  until  after  the  second  feeding? 
If  so  it  was  a  fatal  mistake.  We  believe  It  a 
good  plan  to  keep  pure  fresh  water  always 
before  them ;  or  failing  in  that  to  allow  them 
a  chance  to  drink  before  they  eat.  Turkeys 
can  be  raised  in  brooders,  but  it  requires  a 
brooder  that  will  allow  plenty  of  pure  fresh 
dry  air  at  all  times;  absolute  cleanliness,  and 
care  not  to  overfeed.  It  is  a  mistake  to  try 
to  raise  turkeys  and  chickens  in  the  same 
brooder;  the  chickens  may  stand  it,  but  the 
turkevs  won't. 


KlIlliiK  iiM<l  rrepiirliik;  for  Market. 

Mr.  Kdilor.—  Please  tell  in  Kaum-Poultry  how 
lo  kill  and  ilress  hens  for  lioslon  market.  I  waul  to 
know  ihe  best  way  lo  kill  them.  C.  G. 

Lynn,  Mass. 

Keep  the  birds  which  are  to  be  killed,  in  a 
clean  coop.  Allow  no  food  for  twent\-four 
hours.  Keep  pure  fresh  water  constantly 
before  them.  If  this  is  done  the  intestines 
will  be  practically  free  from  food  and  excre- 
ment, and  the  flesh  of  the  fowl  will  be  belter. 

Hang  the  bird  up  by  the  feet  so  that  the 
body  hangs  at  a  convenient  hflglit  forpii  king. 
Grasp  Ihe  wings  close  to  the  body  wilh  the 
left  hand,  and  with  the  tliunib  and  forefinger 
of  same  hand  hold  lirmly  the  back  of  head. 
With  a  sharp  knife  (\n  right  hand)  make  a 
cut  across  the  back  part  of  the  roof  of  the 
inoiiUi,  then  turning  the  knife  thrust  up  into 
the  brain,  ami  draw  the  blade  toward  the 
beak.  I'roperly  done  the  feathers  loosen  and 
the  fowl  bleeds  freely.    Pull  the  feaiherH 


tiefore  the  fowl  stops  Btruggling,  holding  the 
head  to  prevent  splashing  blood  about.  Some 
operators  attach  a  smal  weight  to  the  upper 
mandible  by  a  hook  to  hold  the  bead,  leaving 
the  left  hand  free  to  hold  the  wings  only.  In 
some  cases  the  fowl  is  stunned  by  a  sharp 
blow  on  the  head  before  sticking.  Breast 
and  body  feathers  are  removed  first,  then 
(juills  from  wings  and  tail ;  finish  up  the  rest 
of  feathers, .and  then  go  for  the  pin  feathers. 
If  there  are  many  hair.s  on  the  body  singe 
them  off  by  passing  a  lighted  paper  quickly 
about  the  boily. 

After  feathers  are  all  removed,  wash  out 
the  mouth  and  head.  Wilh  a  small  brusli 
carefully  scrub  and  wash  the  feet  and  legs. 
Plunge  the  carcass  Into  a  vessel  of  cold  waler 
and  allow  it  lo  remain  until  thoroughly 
chilled.  In  warm  weather  the  water  should 
be  Iced. 

For  Boston  market  poultry  should  be 
undrawn,  but  the  crop  must  be  eiupty. 
Some  markets  require  that  the  birds  be 
drawn,  heads  taken  oft",  and  skin  drawn  over 
neck  and  tied.  Write  the  dealer  you  intend 
shipping  to,  and  he  will  instruct  you  how  he 
desires  the  poultry  dressed  for  his  market. 


Natural  vs.  Artificial  Hatching. 

Mr.  Editor: — In  regard  lo  lialcliiug,  which  is  the 
more  prolitable,  with  hens,  or  incubators?  It  seems 
lo  nie  that  the  natural  way  is  by  far  the  easier;  and 
also  to  raise  by  natural  method,  that  is  with  hens. 

I'touts  Valley,  Pa.  .J.S.  B. 

Much  depends  upon  one's  object.  If  rais- 
ing only  a  few  chickens,'  undoubtedly  the 
natural  method  is  all  right,  although  you  will 
see  in  the  letter,  "A  Hatching  Experience," 
page  265,  that  the  Maryland  lady  considers 
her  Cyphers  incubator  ahead  of  the  hens. 

The  great  advantage  of  the  artificial  method 
is  that  we  have  absolute  control  of  times  and 
seasons,  and  have  not  to  depend  at  all  upon 
the  caprices  of  a  broody  hen.  If  one  wants 
to  raise  chickens  for  market  the  artificial 
method  is  practically  indispensable.  It  is  not 
wholly  so,  because  sve  know  poultrymen  who 
do  a  large  and  profitable  business  hatching 
solely  with  hens;  but  when  one  has  had  much 
experience  wilh  cranky,  broody  hens,  they 
will  be  pretty  likely  to  go  to  incubators. 


Kou  p  ? 

Mr.  Editor:  —  1  boughl  two  chickens  weighinglhrce 
pounds  each,  for  broiling  purpose.  After  having  them 
a  day  noticed  swelling  of  the  head,  aiul  water  drop- 
ping from  the  eyes.  Immediately  took  them  out  and 
gave  the  person  a  lecture  for  selling  me  dlse:ised 
birds.  One  day  after  taking  them  out  I  noticed  one 
of  my  largest  chickens,  a  White  Wyandotte  weighing 
two  pounds,  had  a  sliglil  ;ittack  of  the  same  trouble. 
His  head  is  a  little  swollen,  and  the  eyes  are  llllecl  witii 
a  watery  substance,  and  full  of  bubbles.  There  is  a 
sliglit  discharge  from  the  nose.  What  Is  the  disease, 
anil  the  remedy?  Is  it  contagious?  Would  like  lo 
save  this  chick,  :is  lie  is  from  fine  stock.      H.  A.  W. 

Miilvllie,  N.  J. 

If  the  discharges  from  eyes  and  nose  have 
a  peculiar  disagreeable,  penetrating  odor,  the 
disease,  is  roup,  and  is  contagions.  If  no 
odor,  it  is  a  bad  cold  which  makes  a  favorable 
condition  for  the  development  of  the  roup 
germ. 

Treatment. —  Cleanse  the  eyes,  nostrils  and 
mouth  twice  daily  with  a  solution  of  hydro- 
gen dioxide  and  water,  equal  parts.  If 
prompt  relief  does  not  follow  increase  the 
strength  of  the  hydrogen  dio.vide  solution. 
In  the  drinking  water,  to  each  quart  use 
about  ten  grains  of  the  red  sulphuret  of  mer- 
curv. 


Chicks  Have  Indigestion. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  I  have  been  very  careful  with  my 
chicks,  and  have  some  well  advanced,  but  uolwith- 
st:iudlng  the  jiaiiis  taken  I  have  lost  quite  a  few-. 
They  are  fed  softened  bread  mixed  witli  bran  or 
meal,  rolled  oats,  and  cracked  corn.  Their  waler  is 
kept  fresh,  aud  a  liberal  supply  of  grit  is  always 
before  them.  Out  of  two  hundred  1  have  three  crop- 
lioiind,  and  perhaps  twenty  have  a  sllniy  snbst:uice  in 
tlieir  crops,  which  are  iiillateil.  I  can  make  tiiem 
throw  it  up  by  sipiee/.ing  llie  crop.  Some  of  them 
die  and  others  get  better.  I  am  puzzled  rfo  know  the 
cause.  ^  ■  r.  H.ti. 

Hartford,  Conn. 

The  trouble  is  indigestion,  and  suggests 
rather  too  liberal  feeding.  As  only  about  ten 
percent  of  the  flock  are  troubleil,  it  may  be 
that  only  the  gluttons  are  the  ones  afl"ected. 
IJttle  chicks  will  stand  underfeeding  better 
than  overfeeding.  Overfeeding  Is  the  cause 
of  most  troubles  of  young  chicks,  and  the 
lendencv  of  most  of  us  is  to  feed  too  liberally. 


Breeders  ANL-  Marketmek. 


OUK  KKQUESTS:—  We  make  luo  requests  of  our 
SuOscriVers.  One  is  ie)ien  writing  our  Adverlis- 
iug  patrons  always  uieutiou  FAliH-PO U LTlli' . 
Another  is  i/you  ast  them  questions,  altrays  inclose 
a  stamp.  If  you  observe  both  of  these  requests  it  will 
benefi t you  amazingly.  Jt  shows  tliat  you  mean  business. 
Ileuieinl>er,  "  Molasses  will  catch  more  flies  than 
vinegar,   and  those  who  observe  it  are  served  first. 


A  B.AD  WICK  Is  worse  than  none.  Use  only  the 
Sunliglil  Carbon  Wick.lOceuls  (or  sample,  ti.tj. 
ttobinsou,  printer  E.-l*.,-67  Atlantic  Ave.,  Uostuu. 

A.  P.  ALLEN,  Wesleyvllle,  I'a.  LI.  Bralimas,  B.  P. 
Uocks,  S.C.  W.  Leghorus.  W.  Cochins, Ham- 
burgs,  I'ekin  ducks.  You  can  order  eggs  dirt-ctly 
from  this.  $1  per  IS;  fl.bu  per  40:  W.iO  iwr  lOU. 
Bronze  turkey  eggs,  $1.50  per  10. 

ANNUAL  S.ALE  of  breeding  slock  of  S.  C.  W. 
Leghorn  Iieii^.  SI  eacii,  from  first  class  stock. 
C.  H.  Anuabie,  Uauvi'is,  .Mass. 

BARGAINS.  Write  when  you  want  breeders  or 
show  birds.  No  better  Brown  Leghorns  in  the 
world.  Kose  and  Single.  Barred  and  While  Ifocks, 
White  WyaniioUes,  Buff  Leghorns,  W.  W.  Kulp, 
Box  40,  Pottslowu,  Pa. 

HOUL»ANS  —  Slock  in  fall  from  best  of  iiiatings. 
A.  W.  Tyler,  Peabody,  Mass. 

KNIGHT'S  R.C.Brown  Leghorn  eggs,  Jl  per  1.^:  or 
$.1  per  I'HJ  after  June  Isl.  Breeders  for  sale  cheap 
lo  make  roiuu  fur  chicks.  Geo.  A.  Rnighl, 
Peabody,  Mass. 

ROSE  C.  B.  Leghorns  specially  13  vears;  slock  tor 
sale.  J.  L.  Kaudulpii.  Bartlell,  Ohio. 

SILVER  WYANDOTTE  breeders,  including 
most  of  my  winners,  mu^t  go  to  make  room  for 
ciiicks;  'lb  tine  liens  at  Sl.-Vi  each.  One  and  twu 
year  old  males  wilh  show  record  at  low  price  for 
iiuality.  A  good  chance  to  gel  good  stock.  John 
C.  Jodrey,  Danvers,  .Mass. 

WHITE  Wyandotles  exclusively.  Early  prolilic 
laving  strain,  dark  brown  eggs,  bred  for  practical 
puriMises.  Eggs  lo,  $1 :  incubator  eggs.  $4  per  UNi. 
slock  in  season.  P.  D.  While.Xo.Attleboro,  Mass. 

WHITE  Wyandoltes,  prolific  layers  of  large  brown 
eggs.    W.  E.  .Mack,  Woodstock,  Vl. 

WH.  WYAND.  W.  F.  Stroud,  Mercliantville,  \.  J. 

WYANDOTTES,  White  and  BntT.  Circular  free. 
Uusli  \'aughan,  Woodstock,  Vl. 


Buyers'  Directory 


CLASSIFIED  ADVERTISEMEyTS  only  tri,l  be 
printed  under  (his  heading;  no  advertisement  admitted 
containing  less  than  TWO  lines;  no  display  other  than 
the  initial  tcord  or  7iame  allotred;  no  limit  to  leng'h  of 
ad.;  an  advertiser  can  divide  his  copy  and  ptU  the 
matter  under  a.%  many  headings  as  he  trishes;  all  space 
used  except  classified  headline^  to  be  charged  at  a 
uniform  price  of  25  cents  per  line  each  and  every 
insertion;  no  less  price  per  line  for  any  number  of  lines 
or  times  inserted;  copy  icill  be  changed  often  as  desired; 
about  seven  ordinary  tcords  trill  make  a  line;  all  parts 
of  lines  charged  as  one  full  line;  the  headlines  trill  be 
arranged  alphabetically,  as  i.i  a    business  directory."' 
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 BELGIAN  HARES.  

ELGI.AN  H.AKKS,  line  stock,  send  stamp  for 

reduced  prices.    Book  on  care  of  rabbits,  'J.ic. 
 W.  P.  Weston.  Hancock.  \.  H. 

ELGI.AN   Hares,  prize  winning  strain,  \-oung 
liares  $o  per  pair.   Cumniaquid  Poultr}'  I'ariii. 
 Box  11".  Cumniaquid.  Mass. 

BRAHMAS. 

IT.   BKAUMAS,   large    vigorous  farm  bred. 
J    Eggs  SI  per  10;  So  per  IW.    I.Uieral  iliscouiit  on 
larger  orders.  Iteorge  l  I"^^  ;^r'l.  Eastnn.  M.-iss. 

BREEDING  STOCK. 

I^Tit  '•'arm.  \\  ai  iier,  N  .  11 .  i;r.  egg  prolitic  lav- 
4  4  \y  lug  standard  W.  W  y..  Bar.  P.  Kocks.  I'.t. 
Bralis.  C.  I.  Games.  Large  farm  raised  stock  $1  lo  SC. 
Eggs  13,  $1.2-5;  -M.  $'2;  48.  S:; :  i*ti.  S.V  

DUCKS. 

PEKI.N  DUCKS,    t  ine  breediug  stock  from  5  to 
10  weeks  old  at  reasonable  prices.    Write  for 
particulars  to  Oxford  Poultry  Farm.  l_)xford.  Pa. 


MAM  .MOTH  deep  keeled  first  prize  Pekins. 
Second  lo  none.   Kggs,  S1..W  per  doz. ;  S6  per 
Book  oriiiTs  earl>'.    H.      Worlii.  Nantucket.  Nlass. 


I>EKIN  DIj'CK.S.  Dovou  want  laying  stock  for 
next  seaS'-iiV  If  so,  huy  your  birds  ik»w  and 
know  you  gel  early  liatcliiMl  birds.  We  have  on  band 
300  March  and  .\pril  halched,  .-11111  will  sell  elieap, 
either  for  present  or  future  (hllverv.  Write  for 
prices.  Ui.dil.  W.  Kiiiertou  IVuillrv  F:irni. 
 Wcsivllle,  N.  J. 

J;'t;KTILE  egKS  from  first  .  lass  IVkiiis,  liankiu 
strain.  Sl  per  13;  $3  per  .W:  S-i  per  li<i. 
 Stevens     (  .>..  Wilson.  N.  V. 

EGGS. 

.^/^C.  per  doz.:  $:>..'iO  per  111',  W  \ckoll  strain  W  bile 
ffXf  l.eu.egg^.  Cir.free.  S.  J.  Bishop, Cliesllire.  Cl. 

IINDEN  l..\\VN  Karniiiig  Co..  oinev.  Illinois. 
J  breedersiif  \Vy.,  Wh.  Leg..  Pekin  ducks.  Bronze 
turkeys.  Orders  booked  for  eggs  from  choice  mat  ings. 

NTAKIO  Farm.  Kggs  SI  sit.    S.  C.  W  .  Li  gbi.rns. 
W.  \V\an.aiid  W.  1.  IJairu-^.  Heit>  $1  each.  Prize 
winners,  (''ircular.    lii-oru'e  K.  llMie.  Apliletoll.  N.  V. 

INCUBATORS  AND  BROODERS. 

THE    PEKFECTED    INt  I  il.VTOU,  cash, 
iustalliiieuis,  or  rented.    The  Perfected  Kegula- 
tor  fits  anv  incniialor;  4<'.  in  stamps  for  circular. 
 H.  1>.  Moiillon.  Taunton.  Mass. 

I.NCriiATOK,  good  as  new,  SS. 
S..I.  Dornacller.  rxbrlds;i-.  Mass. 


Barred  Rocks 

KXCLlSIVELYj. 

Yiiu  know  the  record  ot  iiiv  Blue  iiaried  P.  K..,  i,, 
at  Haverhill.  Amesbury. and  Boston  sbows.  tgi;- 
$.j|m.t1o;  S-jper  W:  S7  pero'.i;  a  low  price  bv  tliJ"K" 
during  June.   Write  for  it  and  gel  inv  catalngue 

W.  B.  DAVI.S.  Haverhill.  .»Ia8B. 
(  are  of  Mi  rrlmack  Nat.  Bank. 


LEGHORNS. 


ROSE  C.  B.  LeglHu  us  —  spt  cialtv  K  vears.  EggB 
from  prize  winners.  Sl-in  per  li ;  $-.'.ici  inr  au 
From  free  range  tloclis,  S4,:jO  per  ho. 

 ■).  L.  Kandolpb.  Bartlell. Q. 

TANDAKD  aud  utility  yearlLig  liens,  all  Single 
Comb  White  Leghorns  of  Kuapp  Bros,  aud 
Whiting  Farm  strains.  Uh:.  to  $1  each. 
 Artliur  <;.  >\  111. .lid-.  \\  c^t  H'.pkinii.ii.  \.  H. 

MINORCAS. 

I^GGS  guaranteed  i..  baicli,  regardless  ofdislauce 
J   from  Kose  and  Single  Comb  Black  .Minoreas  thai" 
have  a  worl.lwide  reputation  as  "Ijest  for  show  ami 
utility."  A  few  go(Hl  breeders  cheap.  I-arge  catalogue 
Box  rti,  (jeo.  H.  Northiip.  Kaceville.  \\  asli.C  o..X.V. 

MINORCAS  cxcliisivelv.  Eggs  $l.i(^i  per  13;  $6 
per  1110.  Breeilers  after  Mav  l.'.th  Great  hners 
Kow  laiid  St..r\ .  Sei  'v  Aliii  rican  Black  .M in.  1  l  a  Club 
ls7  Arliii..t.,n  Ac  Hr....klvii.  N.  V.  

ORPINGTONS. 

UFK  OKI'S.    Ml--  K.iuMi.:-.  I  .\p.,rier  of  wio- 
iiers  ..f  lir-lsaiid  se.-..ii.j-.  New  \,,i  k  sli..w,c'k"l- 
pullets.    C..alev  P.iiill  rv  F.inii.  Iliu-I.\.  (,1..-..  K.lig 


PATENTS. 


ONEV  lo  liali  iil  ;;.M..|  i.l.  a-  mav   I..-  -e.  iii.-.|  l.y 
iir  ,.i.l.    Til.-  I'.u.  Ill  l;.  r..ro.  r.alliiij..i.  .  M.|. ' 


 PLYMOUTH  ROCKS.  

AMMOTH  ^^  hiu-  P.  i:..,  k-.  Ha«  kins  and  Tay- 
lor  strain,  si  au.l  I  lb.  piillels.  mated  lo  II  aud 
12  lb.  cocks:  l3  coll'ee  colored  eggs.SL.Vi. 

 H.J.  W.  Fay.  Wesiboro.  Mass. 

P.  ROCKS,  winners  at  lioslon,  IW'.  ci?. 
free.   H.  A.  Noi.rse.  Box  !««;.  Barre.  .Mass. 


POULTRY  FARMS. 


FOR  S.\LE,  . -Ill ail,  poiillrv  farm  in  Krankliin  illp, 
N.  V.  Kver>  1  liiiig  uew  aii.l  lip  I.'  dale.  Small  pav- 
niiMit  'ill. V 11.  1  111  pi  ire  ..f    Asbir  Cutler.  H"l  land.  N  .  1' . 

RHODE  ISLAND  REDS. 


R 


I.  KEOS  .  \.  hi-ivi-lv. 
K.  A.  Hall.iai  Hii;liSt. 


KgL's  f l.;i  for  1.',. 
Ni.rlli  Altleb..ri..  Mass. 


1.  Beds,  farm  bred.  Preniinio  stock  at  low 
prices.         <;.■,,.  II.  A.i.iiu-.  Cliaihaiii.  M.i-s. 


WANTED. 


*   F.ARTNEK  wh..  will  invest  ^ome  monev  in  a 
well  eipiipped  iilant  in  an  excellent  location  in 
Mass.   Buildings  are  new.  and  some  slock,  but  need 
more  money.   A  lino  eiiance  for  some  one.  Address 
for  full  pan  iciilars  K.  care  of  Farm-Poultry. 

POSITION  WANTED  liya  Ihoiougliconipetenl 
poultryinaii,  one  who  is  capable  of  ruDiiing  a 
thousand  hen  plant  successfully.  Thoroughly  under- 
staiiils  arlifici:il  incubation  add  lirooding,  also  the 
mating  of  thoroughbred  slock.  \\  ould  prefer  a  givKl 
market  plant  where  the  business  is  carried  on  in  ail 
its  branches.    Reference  fiirnislied.  Address 

Lewis  B.  Rigler.  Holmesburg.  Philadelphia.  Pa. 
"¥T"''ANTED,  by  exper.   poullrynian.  a  partner 
»  »    wilh  capital  to  start  poultry  farm.  For  parllc- 

iilars  address.  Box  K'S.  Fr.inconla.  Pa. 

"^XTANTED  to  piircba-e.  pen  of  White  W>jn- 
f  T    dottes.  to  ship  to  Ballimore.  Md.:  pen  conslsl- 
ing  of  six  hens  and  cock,    .\ddress,  sl;iting  price. 
 Harding,  30  W.  g-id.  N.  V.  Cily. 

POSITION  bv  experienced  poiillrymaii :  under- 
stands all  branches  of  the  business.  Will  start 
poultry  or  duck  farm.      T'oultrynian.  care  of  F.-P. 

TANTED,  to  rent  ;«bonl  <>ct.  Isl.  small  Iran  of 
»»     land  with  buildings  for  raising  poullrv.  Give 
full  particulars.         Address  H.  S.  B..  care  of  F.-P. 

EXPERIENCED  energetic  man  and  wife,  no 
children;  or  single  man  or  woman  to  manage 
large  poultrv  farm  on  nne-tliird  basis.  Very  little 
cash  ri  iiiiired.  Address  Fowler.  Box  hXy.  New' York. 
'^■^^ANTED.  Three  or  fiiiir  bright  and  res|ioiisi- 
T  T  ble  men  to  exliibil  a  line  of  Green  Bone  Cut- 
ters, etc.,  at  country  fairs:  a  tlmrongh  knowledge  of 
Green  Bone  Cutters'  and  poultry  raising  a  reipiisile 
to  the  position.  Give  references,  age.  experience, 
and  saiarv  reipiired. 
G.  K.  Hancock.  li"1  Oneida  Slrci  t.  Syracuse.  N.  V. 


WYANDOTTES. 


I^^i*   tAK.H,  \\ariicr,  N.  II.  Prolificbr.  egg, 
4   4  \y    farm   r;used  W.  \\  v..  Bar.  P.  Km-ks. 
C.  I.  Games.  Lt.  liralis.    SKick  $1  to  S3.  Satisfaction. 

Kggs  13.  $1.2.^i:  :iO.  S-':  4S.  S:;;  »i.  S-i.  

"Y^^HITE  Wvaii.  exclu.  Prolific  layers,  fartil 
»»  raised.  Kggs  S-' |>er  1-'. :?.'.  per :)•;•.  Incii.eggst5 
per  Ion.  C.  F..  While.  Fox  Chase.  Pliiladelpliia.  I'a. 
,->-|  O-EliG  While  \\  \  andottes.  Diisloii  sir.,  prilt 
^  X.f)  w  inners,  7  to  T  I--' lb.  pullets  mated  «  llli  9  lo 
10  lb.  vii,'orous  farm  raised  cockerels.  Small  combs, 
snow  while  plumage,  orange  yellow  legs  and  beaks. 
1.1  brick  colored  eggs.  SL.'iO:  S<i  per  llid:  cockerels, 
S3  each.  H.J.  W.  Fav.  Wistboro.  Mass. 

COCKS  and  bens,  cock'ls  and  pul.  early  farm  raised, 
well  marked  from  noted   strains,  heavy  laying 
Wvan.lotles.   Sil  .tiol..  BntT  and  \\  li..  $Ito*3. 

"  J.  V.  I'atton.  B.ix  l-'S.  N.  w  Castle.  Pa. 

WWOOD  l»00  STKAIN  i  f  Wyandoltes. 


IT 


II.  llavw.M.d.  Wallingforil.  Conn. 


t  .n  DONE  hatching  dilcks  for  1839;  have 'JO  verv 
fine  Biitr  Wvaiidotic  vearling  bens,  several 
cocks  at  $1.10  to  SS  each.   Send  for  circular. 

G.  W.  Feltnn.  Barre.  Mass. 


COBURN'S 

BARRED  PLYMOUTH  ROCKS 

and  WHITE  WYANDOTTES. 

'99  Breeding  Stock  for  Sale. 

Young  stock  for  the  earlv  shows  and  early  layers 
afler  AuLTist  Isl.    Send  foi- free  circular  giving  de- 
scriptioii  of  yards  .tnd  stock  and  other  iiiffn-niation, 
F.  A.  P.  CO  BURN, 
B-7.59  Stevens  St.,  Low  ell,  Mass. 


Hitve  yoli  read  our  preniiimi  otTer  on  Marion 
Harlaiul'H  lutevt  works? 


LEE'SLICEKILLERKILLSLICEANDMITES 

A  ll.piiil.  Paint  on  roosts.  Kills  bodv  lice  on  fowls.  No  diistiiii.'.  dippllig.  gleasiiiL',  or  handling  of 
fi.wls.   j  gal.  .'.o  I'ts,.  Igal.i-Scls.   Sample  iili. I  i;4  page  booklet  fii  i- b\  addressing  Oinalia  ofiice. 

GEO.  H.  LEE  CO.,  Oinalin,  Nebr.,  or  «S  .Murray  St.,  New  York 


F  ARM  =  Pot  tt.Tkv 


A  llatcliiiiR  Kxporient*. 

Mr.  Kiiili'i' :  —  1  f,'')t  a  poor  liatcli  of  turkeys; 
set  ouc  biiniiruil  and  thirty-live  ei;gs,  ei'^lit 
ijot  broken,  f;ot  eighty-nine  out.  Some  were 
inas^heil  in  the  nest,  \ever  bad  a  healthier 
lot  of  yoiiiij<  turkeys,  now  two  weeks  olil.and 
not  one  has  died  ;  the  eLCKS  that  did  not  lialcli 
were  nearly  all  rotten.  Think  the  poor  bateh 
may  have  been  caused  by  keeping  the  c^'^s  too 
warm.  1  kept  them  in  the  same  room  I  have 
always  used,  but  this  season  ran  au  Incubator 
in  it.  Think  the  result  sliows  that  the  j,'obb!er 
was  vigorous  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  1 
bad  a  notion  that  he  had  apoplexy  ;  I  wrote 
you  of  his  sudden  death  just  as  turkeys  com- 
inenoed  laying. 

Have  had  jioor  hateliing  success  with  the 
fowls,  but  very  healthy  eliiekens  save  in  two 
lots,  which  could  have  been  prevented.  One 
lot  was  put  out  in  too  shady  a  situation  in  the 
cool  weather,  and  got  lice  on  them  before  1 
was  aware  of  it;  the  other  lot  had  to  contend 
with  the  same  trouble,  and  besides  were  fed 
with  older  chickens  too  soon.  I  am  using  the 
Cyphers  incubator,  120-egg  size,  and  it  beats 
hens  every  time.  Here  is  my  record  of  hatch- 
iiig  and  losses  up  to  dale. 

April  10ih,from  hens  sitting  on  104  eggs, 
put  out  4G  chickens,  1  killed,  1  got  by  hawks. 

April  7th,  from  incubator,  114  eggs  put  in, 
57  chickens  put  out;  from  hen,  13  eggs  —  3 
chicks;  G  got  killed,  2  died.  G  got  by  hawks. 

April  29tb,  from  hens,  135  eggs  set,  and  put 
out  8G  chickens ;  3  got  killed,  12  died. 

May  "tb,from  incubator,  114  eggs  put  in, 
62  chickens  put  out.  From  bens,  30  eggs,  put 
out  12  chickens ;  3  got  killed,  IS  died.  These 
are  the  two  lots  that  had  unfavorable  condi- 
tions; the  last  lot  are  not  thrifty,  looking  now 
about  as  large  as  the  following  lot  that  had 
been  attended  to  just  riglit. 

Jlay  24th,  from  135  eggs  put  in  the  incu- 
bator, 59  chickens  put  out.  From  bens,  IT 
chickens  from  30  eggs;  2  have  been  killed, 
none  died. 

Lose  by  accidents  such  as  stepping  on  them, 
hens  mashing  them,  once  in  a  while  one  gets 
drowned.  The  last  hatch  in  the  incubator 
was  badly  planned.  I  was  in  a  hurry  to  get 
out  chickens;  eggs  did  not  count,  as  they 
were  bringing  but  ten  cents  a  dozen,  so  I  set 
them  under  hens  for  a  week,  and  then  put 
them  in  the  incubator.  Some  of  the  eggs 
hatched  two  days  before  the  others  pipped, 
and  I  had  to  take  them  out,  so  of  course  I  did 
not  get  as  many  chickens  as  I  would  bad 
the  eggs  been  put  in  the  incubator  at  first. 
Very  few  eggs  under  the  hens  or  in  the 
incubator  were  infertile ;  those  that  failed  to 
hatch  had  full  grown  chicks.  I  never  had  a 
chick  to  die  in  the  incubator  until  the  last 
hatch;  one  I  helped  out  of  the  shell,  and  I 
think  I  put  the  other  on  its  back  in  putting 
it  ill  the  nursery.  I  think  I  have  no  grounds 
for  complaint  of  my  incubator  hatches;  thank 
you  for  your  kindly  help  and  advice  in  F.-P. 

Bel  Alton,  Md.  Miss  K. 


An  Amateur's  Experience. 
3Ir.  Editor :— This  spring  a  friend  of  mine 
had  an  incubator,  but  had  to  go  to  a  different 
part  of  the  state  to  work.  There  was  no  one 
at  home  to  run  the  machine,  which  was  also 
out  of  repair,  so  be  gave  It  to  me  to  try  my 
luck  with.  I  took  the  tank  out  and  had  a 
new  bottom  put  in,  and  all  leaks  slopped.  I 
put  the  machine  together  again,  and  then  the 
fun  began.  At  first  I  was  almost  afraid  to 
light  the  lamp,  but  I  got  it  to  working  finally, 
put  one  hundred  eggs  in  that  were  almost  all 
sizes  and  kinds,  and  had  the  machine  above 
ground.  The  weather  was  very  changeable; 
from  March  25th  to  April  Ifilh  the  tempera- 
ture ranged  from  95°  to  108°.  I  did  not 
expect  to  get  a  chick,  but  65  per  cent  batched. 

About  the  time  the  batch  was  completed  I 
found  an  article  In  F.-P.  on  hatching  and 
raising  chickens,  and  so  for  my  second  hatch 
I  put  the  machine  in  a  cellar  that  was  about 
three  feet  under  ground.  I  set  the  machine 
with  215  eggs,  and  ran  it  for  the  first  week 
between  102°  and  103°;  second  week  it  ran 
full  103°, and  the  third  between  103°  and  104°, 
once  getting  as  high  as  106°.  The  machine 
has  no  lamp  regulator,  the  regulating  being 
all  done  by  hand.  On  the  morning  of  the 
twentieth  day  it  looked  unfavorable  for  a 
batch,  but  the  beginning  of  the  twenty-first 
day  they  were  many  of  them  chipping  the 
shell;  it  seemed  to  surprise  everybody  to  hear 
of  a  00  per  cent  batch.  1  bad  never  dreamed 
of  sui-li  a  hatt'h,  never  expected  even  75  per 


fent.  I  followed  the  article  for  hatching 
chicks  very  closely,  never  used  a  droj)  of 
moisture,  and  had  the  v  entilators  open  at)()Ut 
half-way  after  the  fir>t  week  until  the  nine- 
teenth day.  In  testing  the  eggs  I  took  out 
those  that  were  infertile,  and  the  eggs  with 
weak  germs  I  marked,  so  that  those  were  the 
only  ones  that  did  not  hatch.  One  chick  died 
in  the  shell.  1  paid  very  close  attention  to 
the  development  of  the  air  cell,  and  dried 
them  down  about  one-fifth,  which  is  enough, 
I  think,  to  keep  the  chicks  from  drowning  in 
the  sliell,  which  has  been  my  friend's  trouble. 
The  highest  he  ever  hatched  was  about  71  i)er 
cent,  and  the  parly  that  had  the  machine 
before  him  could  not  hatch  any,  so  that  he 
sold  the  machine  to  my  frieiul  for  a  couple  of 
dollars.  The  highest  percentage  batched  was 
SO,  or  one  hundred  and  si.\ty  chicks  out  of 
two  hundred  fertile  eggs.  I  must  say  I  owe 
all  my  success  to  F.-P.,  which  has  given  me 
information  that  helped  me  to  hatch  9G  per 
cent  with  that  old  patched  up  incubator.  > 

The  cliicks  that  were  well  taken  care  of 
started  out  and  grew  like  weeds,  while  those 
that  were  neglected  arc  like  the  average 
farmers'  chicks.  The  former,  well  taken  care 
of,  are  five  weeks  old,  and  weigh  about  twelve 
ounces  apiece;  and  the  latter,  about  the  same 
age,  are  not  half  the  size. 

I  will  give  you  an  idea  of  a  man  in  this 
town  who  says  that  he  has  read  in  some  paper 
that  a  hen  would  earn  $3  in  a  year,  so  be 
wants  to  keep  five  hundred  hens  which  he 
thinks  will  net  $1,500.  The  ground  be  wants 
to  keep  them  on  is  a  small  lot  100  by  50  feet, 
which  is  occupied  by  two  small  dwelling 
houses  and  stable,  and  not  a  blade  of  grass  on 
the  place.  I  passed  there  the  other  day,  and 
stopped  to  see  what  he  was  doing.  All  I 
could  see  was  a  little  shed  about  sixteen  feet 
long,  two  feet  wide,  and  two  feet  bigl),  and 
yard  2x4  feet  for  each  peii,  and  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  chicks  in  a  pen.  They  did 
not  have  any  protection  at  all.  I  do  not 
believe  he  will  have  many  pullets  in  the  fall 
to  make  up  the  five  hundred.         D.  H.  1). 

Orwigsburg,  Pa. 


June  9th,  1899. 
Messrs.  I.  S.  Johnson  &  Co.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Gentlemen: — I  take  pleasure  In  answer- 
ing yours  of  the  7th  inst.,  and  will  try  to 
answer  your  questions  in  reference  to  the 
ditierence  between  the  Sectional  Brooder  and 
the  Hot  Water  Stove  and  Pipe  System.  There 
is  a  vast  difference  between  the  two.  The 
Sectional  Brooders  are  heated  by  lamps,  and 
one  lamp  will  produce  sufficient  heat  to  brood 
four  hundred  chicks  during  ordinary  weather; 
while  in  cold  weather  two  lamps  can  be 
added,  and  you  can  produce  sufficient  heat  to 
brood  that  number  of  chicks;  hence  it  is  quite 
a  saving  to  the  operator,  for  when  you  use 
single  brooders  then  the  operator  has  to 
attend  to  four  lamps  in  place  of  two,  and  in 
warm  weather  four  lamps  in  place  of  one. 

With  the  Sectional  Brooders  six  pipes  are 
used,  and  with  the  large  pipe  system  only 
four.  With  the  Sectional  Brooder  the  oper- 
ator is  able  to  control  it  so  as  to  carry  a  very 
even  temperature,  and  chicks  can  be  raised 
in  It  from  the  shell  to  market.  However,  a 
better  plan  is,  (and  we  write  our  customers  • 
in  reference  to  the  same),  to  use  the  Sectional 
Brooders  for  young  chicks  until  they  are 
about  four  weeks  of  age,  on  account  of  Cjje 
very  even  temperature  that  can  be  carried  in 
the  same.  After  chicks  are  that  age  they 
are,  on  a  large  scale,  transferred  to  the  Hot 
Water  Stove  and  Pipe  System.  In  this  way 
better  results  are  obtained,  and  it  makes  a 
great  deal  less  work  to  the  operator,  as  be  can 
then  take  care  of  the  stove  and  brood  from 
one  to  two  thousand  chicks,  while  if  he  uses 
a  great  number  of  brooders  it  will  take  one 
man's  entire  attention  to  look  after  the  lamps. 
We  have  for  a  number  of  years,  where  we 
have  started  large  plants,  always  insisted  on 
our  customers  taking  the  Sectional  Brooders 
and  using  them  as  nurseries.  The  large  pipe 
system  we  admit,  and  have  admitted  for 
years,  is  not  a  success  for  young  chicks  right 
out  of  the  incubator,  as  the  temperature  will 
fluctuate  more  or  less;  but  after  the  chicks 
are  four  weeks  of  age,  then  if  the  tempera- 
ture does  fluctuate  a  liale  in  the  pipe  system, 
the  chicks  are  of  suflicient  age  to  stand  it. 

Sectional  Brooders  are  a  success,  whether 
they  are  used  as  nurseries,  or  whether  they 
are'used  to  raise  chicks  in  from  the  time  tiiey 
are  batcjied  until  marketable  age,  but,  as 
>tated  aliove,  it  makes  the  operator  more 
work.  Yours  truly,  A.  F.  C. 


VEGETABLE 

dilEEI  SEEDS 

Fifteen  Packages,  Postpaid,  for  25  Cents: 

THE  LIST  IS  AS  FOLLOWS  ; 
BLOODTURNIP    BEET,      Le.tz  Extra  Early. 
CABBAGE,  All  Head  Early. 

CARROT,  Long  Orange,   Nichou improved. 

CUCUMBER, 
CELERY, 
LETTUCE, 


MUSKMELON, 
ONION, 
PARSNIP, 

PEAS, 
PEPPER, 
PUMPKIN, 
RADISH, 
RADISH, 
TOMATO, 

No  packages  will  be  broken,  but  the  full  15  packages  as  above  sent  postpaid  for  25  ceMf; 
in  cash  or  stamps. 


Early  White  Spine. 
White  Plume. 

Champion,  Spring  and  Bummer. 
New  Superior. 
Spanish  King. 
Ideal  Hollow  Crown. 
Blue  Beauty. 
New  Celestial. 
New  Jonathan. 
Long  Chartier. 
Early  Scarlet  Globe. 
Cumberland  Red. 


FLOWER  SEEDS. 

Ten  Packages  for  25  Cents. 


ASTER, 

BALSAM, 

CALLIOPSIS, 

NASTURTIUM, 

PANSY, 

PHLOX  DRUMMONDI, 

PINK, 

POPPY, 

SWEET  PEAS, 

VERBENA, 


Dwarf  Peony-flowered. 


Camillia-flowered. 


Golden  Wave,  Hardy  Annual. 


Empress  of  India,  mixed. 


Giant  Trimardeau. 


Mixed,  Hardy  Annual. 


Carnation,  Marguerite,  mixed. 


Fire  Dragon. 


Eckford's  Large-flowering 


New  Mammoth,  mixed. 


No  package-  will  be  broken,  but  the  full  10  packages  as  above  sent  postpaid  for  2^)cenl^ 
in  cash  or  stamps.    Send  all  orders  to  us. 


I 


2GG 


July  1 


In  South  Africa. 

Mr.  EiJii'^r;— I  h:\\e  only  recently  entered 
iiilo  the  poiiluy  business,  but  an)  Ooint;  f:iirly 
well,  and  hope  with  your  assistance  to  do 
still  better.  In  this  country  we  have  one 
difficulty  less  to  contend  with  than  you  have  — 
we  have  practically  no  winter,  no  snow,  and 
but  very  slight  frost,  so  that  we  can  raise 
chickens  nearly  the  whole  year  round;  our 
winter  is  merely  our  rainy  season.  I  have  a 
farm  of  five  hundred  acres,  well  wooded  and 
well  watered.  For  my  breeding  stock  I  have 
put  up  some  nice  airy  houses,  and  wired  runs 
to  keep  the  different  breeds  separate,  and  I 
have  a  stream  of  dear  water  running  through 
each  run,  so  my  fowls  are  never  short  of  that 
essential.  I  feed  as  near  your  plan  as  I  can, 
with  good  results. 

We  had  a  show  in  Cape  Town  in  February 
last,  to  which  I  sent  up  three  coops  of  fowls, 
and  they  brought  me  back  two  firsts  and  one 
second  prize;  as  that  was  my  first  essay  I 
was  well  satisfied.  At  present  I  have  some 
Other  work  on  hand  which  takes  up  a  good 
deal  of  my  time  and  attention,  but  when  I  am 
through  with  that  I  intend  to  go  in  for  poul- 
try on  a  larger  scale  than  at  present.  AVe 
have  a  good  market  both  for  fowls  and  eggs  : 
the  latter  are  selling  in  town  at  present  at 
two  shillings  and  sixpence  (G2c.)  per  dozen, 
so  it  ought  to  pay.  This  is  our  winter,  and 
eggs  are  now  scarce,  but  they  never  sell  for 
less  than  eighteen  cents  a  dozen.  Some  time 
later  I  will  try  to  give  a  few  more  details  of 
our  proceedings  in  this  remote  corner  of  the 
world.  Thanking  you  for  help  derived  from 
your  paper,  I  am,  sir, 

A  Cape  Colonist. 


In  Australia. 

Mr.  Editor:  — I  have  only  lately  become  a 
subscriber  to  your  paper,  F.-P.,  and  I  may 
say  that  it  is  a  grand  paper,  of  great  use  to 
people  like  myself  who  are  only  beginning  in 
the  poultry  line,  although  the  conditions  here 
are  so  ditlerent.  I  see  by  the  papers  I  have 
had  so  far  that  great  stress  is  laid  on  the 
utility  point  as  against  the  purely  fancy. 
There  are  plenty  of  people  here  who  go  in  for 
the  fancy,  but  I  do  not  know  of  anyone  who 
combines  the  two.  Tn  fact  one  noted  breeder 
told  me  he  did  not  trouble  if  his  hens  did  not 
lay  a  dozen  eggs  out  of  the  season  for  breed- 
ing. Well,  my  ambition  is  to  get  a  strain  of 
big  layers.  White  Wyandottes  for  preference. 
Do  you  think  eggs  for  hatching  could  be  sent 
so  far  with  any  chances  of  success  at  all? 

Ashfield,  X.  S.  W.  R.  G. 

[We  would  think  it  doubtful,  the  great 
difficulty  being  getting  them  through  the 
extreme  heat  of  the  torrid  zone;  that  is, 
across  the  equator.  A  friend  of  ours  in  Eng- 
land has  tried  several  times  to  send  eggs  to 
friends  on  the  Congo,  in  Africa,  but  every 
time  the  eggs  failed  to  hatch,  manifestly 
because  the  heat  of  the  torrid  zone  had  started 
the  germs,  and  then  they  died. 

You  might  get  eggs  from  California  if  you 
could  arrange  with  a  breeder  there  to  consign 
them  to  the  care  of  the  steward  of  a  steamer 
going  direct  to  Sydney,  and  arrange  with  the 
steward  to  convey  them  in  the  icebox;  that 
would  keep  them  cool.  As  the  journey  ought 
not  to  take  more  than  about  fifteen  days,  it 
would  not  be  impossible  to  get  a  reasonable 
hatch. 

We  would  think,  however,  it  would  be  much 
wiser  to  get  your  start  with  birds. —  Ed.] 


Thoroughbreds  I'ay. 

Mr.  Editor:  — I  notice  that  in  your  paper 
you  ask  readers  to  send  in  their  experience, 
and  also  that  many  would  like  thoroughbred 
stock,  but  think  they  cannot  allbnl  it.  In 
February,  "OS,  I  bought  a  pair  of  White 
Wyandottes,  sending  to  Slassachusetts  for 
them,  and  paid  §5.  I  raised  sixteen  chickens, 
nine  of  which  proved  to  be  pullets.  In  the 
fall  one  of  my  neighbors  was  in  the  yard,  and 
said,  '•  They  are  pretty,  but  of  course  you  do 
not  expect  to  get  your  money  back."  In  due 
time  they  took  to  laying,  and  laid  all  winter, 
and  proved  the  best  for  eggs  I  ever  had.  In 
the  spring  I  sold  eggs  enough  for  sitting  to 
pay  for  my  boughten  stock,  and  I  have  at 
this  writing  seventy  chicks,  the  most  thrifty 
lot  I  ever  raised,  some  of  which  are  two 
months  old,  and  weigh  one  pound  fourteen 
ounces  apiece.  Now  I  cannot  atTurd  to  keep 
anything  but  thoroughbreds. 

Hawks  have  troubled  me  badly  this  spring. 


and  I  read  complaints  of  their  troubling 
others.  I  strung  out  lines  back  and  forth 
and  criscross  from  tree  to  tree,  and  not  a 
hawk  comes  down  among  them.  I  used 
common  binder  twine.  I  would  like  to  have 
some  one  else  try  it,  and  re|)ort. 
Pierraout,  N.  il.  A.  M.  S. 


Brain  Atfected. 

Mr.  Editor:— I  have  a  White  Wyandotte 
cockerel  that  is  very  strangely  affected,  and  I 
can  do  nothing  for  him.  He  stands  most  of 
the  time  with  his  head  hung  slightly  to  the 
left,  and  sleeps  almost  continually.  If  roused 
up  he  walks  about  and  acts  naturally  for  a 
few  minutes,  but  soon  closes  his  eyes  and 
goes  to  sleep.  For  the  last  four  or  five  days  I 
have  had  to  stuff  food  into  him  to  keep  him 
alive.  He  has  become  weak  and  thin,  and 
sometimes  staggers,  but  always  to  the  left. 
His  comb  is  a  natural  color,  and  his  droppings 
are  natural  but  scanty.  He  is  free  from  lice, 
and  has  not  had  roup  or  a  cold.  He  makes 
no  effort  to  eat  from  the  ground,  but  will 
sometimes  eat  from  my  hand  when  I  start  to 
put  the  food  in  his  mouih.  Can  you  tell  me 
what  is  the  matter  with  him,  and  what  to  do 
for  him!'  W.  M.  A. 

Oakniont,  Pa. 

[Cockerel  has  some  brain  disturbance,  prob- 
ably caused  by  overfeeding  and  lack  of  suf- 
ficient exercise.  The  best  thing  to-  do  for 
liim  is  to  cut  his  head  off.  The  bird  is  worth 
less,  and  it  would  be  a  waste  of  time  and 
money  to  doctor  him. —  Ed.] 


A  Good  Hatch  Report. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  I  have  set  one  hundred  and 
seventeen  of  my  own  P.  Rock  eggs  this 
spring  under  nine  hens;  and  hatched  one 
hundred  and  four  chicks.  Three  hens  hatched 
thirteen  chicks  each,  or  every  egg. 

That  isn't  very  bad.  E.  F.  R. 

Bangor,  Me. 

[That  is  the  best  report  this  year.  Prob- 
ably you  are  one  man  who  is  "satisfied," 
although  there  are  those  who  would  kick 
because  ail  the  hens  didn't  hatch  every  egg. — 
Ed.] 


Great  P.  Kock  Hens. 

>Ir.  Editor:  —  What  is  the  weight  for  a 
record  of  the  largest  healthy  B.  P.  Rock  hen 
at  two  years  of  age?  I  have  one  laying  now 
that  tips  the  scales  at  13i  lbs.,  and  several 
that  weigh  11  pounds  each.  The  mother  of 
the  large  one  weighed  11  lbs.  one  year  old, 
and  she  herself  at  six  months  old  weighed  8 
lbs.,  and  was  laying  then.  I  would  like  to 
hear  from  some  other  readers  of  Farm- 
Poultry  if  they  have  any  larger  ones. 

Abington,  Mass.  J.  A.  R. 


Should  Kead  a  Poultry  Paper. 

Mr.  Editor  : —  I  h.ave  been  a  reader  of  your 
valuable  paper  for  a  year,  and  it  has  helped 
me  much.  The  good  hatch  I  made  last  week 
is  due  to  careful  reading  of  F.-P.,  as  I  had  no 
instructions  with  the  machine. 

A  cousin  of  mine  got  the  idea  that  if  I  could 
hatch  chicks  he  could  do  the  same.  So  he 
invested  S20  in  incubators  and  brooders  and 
got  10  1-16  per  cent  hatch,  and  feels  very  dis- 
couraged. He  does  not  believe  in  reading 
good  papers.  I).  H.  D. 

Orwigsburg,  Pa. 


Br.KCiiAM's  Pills  will  dispel  the  "  blues.'' 


Do  not  delay.  Quick  action  is  necessary  on 
your  part  it  you  want  to  own  Marion's  llar- 
land's  latest  books.   See  our  premium  offer. 


A  Low  ATagon  at  a  Low  Prlc<'. 

In  onier  to  introduce  llieir  Low  .Melal  AVlieels  with 
Wiile  Tires,  llie  Knipire  Maniifaoturinfr  Conipany, 
yiiiucy.  III.,  liave  i)lace(l  upon  llie  niarlcct  a  Farmer's 
Hanily  Wajioii,  tliat  is  only  2.!  inclies  lilteil  with 

21  anil  '.iO  iucii  wlieels,  witii  4  ineii  lire. 


Tliis  wjijion  is  ni.aile  of  best  material  throuKliout, 
anil  really  eostslinta  trifle  more  tiian  a  set  of  new 
wlieels,  and  tuliy  Knaranleed  for  one  year.  C'atalo;rue 
giving  a  full  description,  will  be  mailed  upon  applica- 
tion, by  llie  Kmpire  Mann  fact  nrinjr  Co.,Onincy,  111., 
who  alsowili  fiirnisli  metal  wiiindsatiow  prices,  made 
any  size  and  widili  of  tire,  lo  fit  any  axle. 


-  FISHERS  ISLAND  FARM 

We  liave  several  liundred  extra  line  Cockerels  bred  from  our  best  birds,  wbicb  won  inauy  prizes  fni  i.f 
last  season. 

Barred,  White  and  Buff  Plymouth  Rocks  :  Cornish  and  White  Indian  Games ; 
Pekin  Ducks  ;    Ring  Neck  Pheasants ;   Bronze  Turkeys,  and  Belgian  Hares. 

Write  for  free  Catalogue. 
We  won  more  than  two-tbirds  of  all  prizes  competed  for  bv  us  at  New  Yurk.  Boston,  ami  Ilafrerslown  last 
season.  E-  -M,  &  W.  FKRGI  SON,  Proprietors, 

Via  New  London,  Cono.  Fishers  Islaud,  >",  Y. 


m  MATTER 


HOW  GOLD  17  GETS 


diurrlioea,  etc. 


littlechirks  may  be  sueces.-fuliv  br<iod<^d  if  vou  only  know 
whtttmeans  to  ernjjloy.    The  brooder  that  eits  flat  on  thf 
Cround  won  t  do,  there  is  too  much  ri^ik  from  colds,  congestion. 
It  must  be  raised  oiT  the  ;,'rouiid.   This  briii^us  to 


The       CiiamDion  Brooder. 

IT  IS  Known  BY  ITS  WORK, 

It  is  simple  and  c-fTeotive  in  construction  atidat  its  prii-e  is  the  very  best  article  of  the  kind  on 
the  market.   The  secret  of  its  ereat  success  is  in  its  eiTective  and  perfect  radiation  and  dis- 
tribution of  heat.   Itisdoublettoored  which  prevents  entirely  cold  feet— warm  feet  means  warm  , 
clncks.     Is  in  no  way  influenced  by  sudden  chantres  in  temperature.   It  is  simple  and  perft-ct  in  ven-  ' 
tilation.affording  always  plenty  of  fresh  warm  air.   Because  of  its  perfect  construction  it  requires 

the  minimum  of  fuelin  heating*. 

Don't  bay  a  brooderof  any  kiirl  ontil  yon  have  seen  oor  lllustniu-I 
an. I  descriptive  cataNij^e  of  the  Chunplon,  We  send  it  FJiKK 
to  all  inquirers.  Address, 


Tbis  is  wliat  Mii  ha<;l  K,  I!f-ytr,  the  gTe;il*rtfi  living 
I  authcrity  on  srtitit  ial>  incubation,  s.iys  &t  the  Cham- 
pion Brnoder  in  the  May  iisue  of  "A'  Few  Hens"  : 
"TheCtam^ion  Brooderinanufactured  by  J.A.Ben- 
I  nett  6l  Sons,  is  giving  the  very  best  eatLsiaction  and 
uftt^ra  fairtrialfiafflyrefommend  iL   At  ^o.  it  Is  the 
cheaiiest  and  best  of  the  good  brooderaon  the  market." 


BENNETT  &  SONS. 

Box  F.  P.      Couverneur,  N. 


THE  BEST  POULTRY  FENCE. 

Galvanized  Wire  Nettings! 

1899  -  PRICES  FOR  ROLLS  150  FEET  LONG :  -  1899. 

12  18  24  36  48  CO  72  ineh. 

2  inch.  Mesh  for  fowls,  $  .70  $1.00  $1.25  $1.90  $2..50  $.3.15  $3.80  r  roll. 
1  inch.       "       for  chicks,    1.60  2.40     3.00     4.50     6.00     7. .50    9.00  ••  " 

Discount  for  5  rolls  or  over,  5  percent.  7-S  inch  galvanized  Staples  S  cents  per  lb. 

Full  freiglit  aUowcd  to  most  points  east  of  the  Mississippi  anti  nortli  of  tlie  Oliio  river  on  five  roll  Inis, 
All  western  sliipineuts  made  from  C'liicafio.   Send  for  samples  and  price  list. 

PETER  DURYEE  &  CO.,  227  Greenwich  St.,  N.  Y. 


Eggs  Sure  to  Hatch 

—the  kind  that  will  produce  istrone,  Tl^oroug  cblckis  depend  upon  the  vital- 
ity of  the  hen  that  lays  them.  She  most  not  be  fed  on  hcat'ne,  dcbili- 
talne  food.   Keally  the  best  thing  for  the  breeding  hen  is  our 

PIONEER  CLOVER  MEAL, 

It  makes  younfr  chicks  grow  rapidly.  Wonderful  for  broilers.  Makes  sweet,  ten- 
aer.  hiKh-flavored  flesh.  It  Is  made  from  clean  clover  hav,  cured  bv  our  own 
special  process  so  as  to  preserve  all  the  bright  green  color  and  the  delicious 
aroma  and  essential  oils.  It  is  ground  into  the  finest  meal  bv  our  powerful 
and  specially  designed  machinery.  >o  additions,  no  adul'terationH,  but 
clean,  pure,  sweet  and  wholesome  poaltry  food.  Then,  too.it  is  quite 
cheap— only  costs:  50  lbs.  M:  100  lbs.  «2;  5  lbs.  S5c.  Use  it  this  winter  and  get 
eggswheneggs  are  worth  money.  Sample  and  editorial  indorsements  FREE. 

The  Bennett  &  Millett  Co.,  Box  F.P,  Qouverneur,  N.  Y. 


FARM  -  POULTRY 


AND 


The  American  Queen. 

For  One  Year  for  only  $1.10. 


TheAmerionQueen 


To  lovers  of  good  reading  this  proposition  presents  an 
opportunity  that  comes  but  seldom,  and  should  be  taken 
ailvantnge  of  immediately.  The  American  Queen  is  one 
of  the  best  edited  and  illustrated  publications  for  women. 
It  is  tilled  with  healthy  literature,  and  live,  interestinfC 
matter  that  hold  one's  attention  from  cover  to  cover.  Short 
stories  by  the  best  authors,  illustrations  by  the  most  notetl 
artists,  home  hints,  fashions,  how  todress  well  and  econom- 
ically, and  a  thousand  and  one  other  good  features  I  hat  will 
appeal  to  every  woman  mark  The  American  Queen's  claim 
on  your  interest.    Price  oO  cents  a  year. 

The  covers  of  r/<e  American  Queen  are  monthly  crea- 
tions hy  such  artists  as  Charles  Dana  Gibson  and  Itummler. 
Like  n  good  book.  The  American  Queen  is  good  reading 
from  beginning  to  end.  This  paper  and  The  American 
Queen  form  a  pair  of  publications  that  will  find  favor  in 
every  liou>eliold,  and  no  one  not  already  a  subscriber  to 
both  publications  can  afford  to  overlook  this  offer. 
The  American  Queen  should  be  in  every  home  in  America,  and  to  help  accomplish  thispur- 
pnsii  wc  make  the  jiresent  special  offer  of  SI. 10  a  year  for  both. 


Address 


I.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO., 

22  CUSTOM  HOUSE  STREET,        -  -  -  - 


BOSTON,  MASS. 


1899 
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niXON'Ssj^  QRAPHITE  PAINT 

FOR  ROOFS  AND  ALL  EXPOSED  SURFACES,     "i..  ii.si  paint  foi-  »„vii1uk  Neponse< 
ITISABSOLUTELYWITHOUTANEQUAL.    nir '";;i:„ia;!r:,Hi\tru''.s """" 

JOSEPH  DIXON  CRUCIBLE  CO.,  Jersey  City,  N.  J. 
»♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ »♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

A  NEW  BOOK 


ON  POULTRY. 


Baumchcr'a  Mammoth  Mew 
Worth  S2S.OO  to  any  one. 

Si-ntr  iin^tniilil  to  am  aii«in";s 
IP   vol     WUITK    KOW.  FOR 

/#  is  a  Beauty  mm 

wiih  a  fine  Uthograph  pintc 
offowlx  In  their  natural  colors, 

tlilsalono  is  worth  iiiati\  titiics  tin-  ]trii  f  of  tin-  liook. 
Itlntho  IliH'st,  lan.'i  -,r.  iiriil  (Iio   hionI   foiiiplrtc  biMtk 

l^hlr  It  tells  you  everything 


1899  Poultry  Book 

Only  I  sets 


that  you  nmy  want  to  kimw  ulKtui  poultry  uiul  !io\v 
to  make  bin  mont-j  wit }i  t  hi- in.  It  (_'t)ntairis  over  176 
of  the  latCMt  illustnitions.  liundrrds  of  vuluiiblc  rcol- 
pOH,  qiu'j^tions  and  answi-rs.  aiui  nhow3  a  bird's  cvo 
\iow  of  the  largest  aiul  l)est  crmlppcd  poultr>-  farm, 
with  the  most  fiubstAntial  !)uihlin(rsin  thecouiitrj-.  It 
tcllH  how  to  miilvo  henw  lay  womlerlully.  It  j^ives 
descriptions  of  45  of  the  lerullntr  varieties  of  thorouch- 
bred  poultry.  Prices  the  lowest.  Containo  first  prize 
wlnninprfl  of  our  stock  whero  ever  shown.  Write  ot 
once, enclosing  15  cents  for  one  of  theao  mammoth 
books  before  all  are  eold. 


JOHN  BAUSGHER,  Jn, 

Box  140,  Frccport, 


•a 


Prairie  State  Incubators 


Two  Facts. 

Jlr.  Editcir:  —  A  s;venl  iimiiy  people  have 
accused  lliu  W.  I',  liocks  of  being  nioie  sus- 
ceptible to  disease  than  most  other  hreeds, 
but  up  to  Ibis  season  my  experience  with 
them  has  been  very  satis f:ii'lory  along  that 
line;  but  tliis  year  ^apes  has  made  its  appear- 
ance amonfi  my  chicks  for  the  first  time  dur- 
ing my  several  years  of  experience  witli 
poultry.  My  neighbors  also  complain  of  the 
same  disease  among  their  cliicks,  so  I  think  it 
must  be  due  to  llie  recenl  spell  of  wet 
weather.  Never  having  been  bothered  willi 
the  disease  before,  I  have  never  taken  the 
lime  to  study  mucli  upon  the  subject,  so  must 
confess  my  ignorance  as  to  whether  or  not 
wet  weather  would  cause  gapes.  The 
strange  part  of  it  is  that  all  the  afflicted  ones 
have  been  W.  V.  llocks,  with  the  exception 
of  one  AVhite  Wyandotte.  I  bave  more 
'Dottes  than  Rocks,  so  it  begins  to  look  as 
tliough  the  Kocks  were  less  hardy. 

I  will  also  give  a  bit  of  my  experience  with 
chicks  hatched  from  eggs  laid  by  corn  fed 
liens.  Most  hens  in  this  part  of  the  country 
get  corn  to  eat  as  often  —  or  oftener  —  as  the 
Japanese  gets  rice,  for  they  can  usually  go  to 
the  crib  or  bog  lot  and  help  themselves.  I 
feed  ray  liens  very  little  corn,  but  give  them  a 
variety  of  all  kinds  of  food,  tlie  main  grain 
ration  being  wheat,  and  chicks  hatched  from 
their  eggs  are  always  strong  and  healthy.  To 
be  sure  I  lose  some  from  various  causes  — 
some  by  sickness,  varmints,  accidents,  etc. — 
but  who  does  raise  all?  Here  is  my  point: 
During  the  last  three  years  I  have  bought  a 
few  common  eggs  from  four  different  people 
to  raise  poultry  for  our  own  table, —  thorough- 
breds being  too  rich  for  our  blood.  The  hens 
that  laid  these  eggs  seemed  to  be  in  good 
health,  but  they  had  all  the  corn  they  wanted, 
and  were  no  doubt  very  fat.  These  common 
chicks  received  the  very  same  care  I  gave  my 
thoroughbreds,  but  in  each  case  I  lost  from 
thirty  to  forty  per  cent,  caused  by  bowel 
trouble.  Now  don't  think  for  a  minute  that 
I  am  arguing  that  common  chicks  are  not  as 
healthy  as  thoroughbreds,  but  I  do  claim  that 
the  health  of  the  chick  depends  upon  the 
health  of  the  parents  more  than  all  else  put 
together, and  I  do  not  call  an  overfat  corn  fed 
hen  a  real  heathy  ben.  Miles  Grecian. 
Flat  Rock,  Ind. 


A  Boy's  Start. 

Mr.  Editor: — May  3d  I  set  a  hen  whicli 
proved  to  be  a  Buff  Wyandotte.  On  May 
20lh  I  bought  two  Brown  Leghorn  pullets  for 
layers.  They  laid  an  egg  the  very  first  day, 
snd  have  laid  ten  eggs  up  to  the  present  writ- 
ing. May  2Sth.  So  you  see  I  do  not  want  to 
lose  such  good  layers.  On  May  21st  my  sitter 
suddenly  quit  from  no  apparent  cause.  I 
I'OuM  not  find  out  what  made  her  quit  until 
upon  cleaning  out  the  house  I  found  in  one 
corner  a  dead  chicken  partially  eaten  by  a  rat. 

I  intended  to  keep  Butif  Wyandottes,  but 
concluded  if  all  Buff  Wyandottes  were  like 
my  sitter  they  were  not  the  breed  for  me,  so 
I  •'  swore  ofT"  on  them.  I  have  sent  for 
a  Peep-o'-Day  portable  poultry  house,  and 
intend  buying  some  White  Wyandotte  pullets 
If  I  can  get  some  cheap.  I  have  had  hard 
luck,  but  there  are  others  who  have  had 
worse  luck,  and  I  shall  keep  on  trying. 

Jamestown,  X.  Y.  H.  G. 

[Do  not  judge  all  BulF  Wyandottes  by  your 
one  sitter;  and,  in  fact,  she  should  hardly  be 
blamed  for  quitting  with  a  rat  bothering  her, 
and  a  dead  chicken  lying  close  by.  We  think 
you  should  have  looked  more  carefully  after 
things. 

Your  Leghorns,  too,  have  made  a  phenom- 
enal laying  record  for  May.  They  ought  to 
be  doing  their  best  at  that  time,  and  the  two 
averaging  eight  to  ten  eggs  a  week.  We  have 
found  the  Wyandottes  much  better  all  the 
year  round  layers  than  Leghorns,  although 
the  Leghorns  would  hold  the  record  in  the 
spring  and  summer. 

Do  not  be  discournged  over  one  throw 
down.  "If  at  first  you  don't  succeed,  try, 
try  again."— Ed.] 


"  Prof."  Corbett's  Book,  Again. 
Mr.  Editor: — I  am  new  to  the  poultry 
business,  having  commenced  with  twenty- 
two  scrub  hens  and  two  cocks  on  lhe6tliof 
last  March.  From  that  time  to  date  I  have 
paid  out  $3. GO  for  grain;  I  get  all  the  fresh 
boues  I  need  from  the  butcher  for  nothing. 


Since  theGih  of  March  my  hens  have  netted 
iiic  5!U.20  for  eggs  alone,  selling  at  an  average 
price  of  IT^c.  per  dozen.  We  are  seven  tlion- 
sand  feet  above  sea  level.  The  weather  has 
been  awfully  cold  and  snowy. 

I  am  crazy  to  tiy  an  incubator,  but  am  at  a 
loss  to  know  which  one  to  choose,  as  each 
one  of  the  catalogues  claims  that  that  machine 
is  the  best. 

Before  me  I  have  a  <'opy  of  I'l-of.  ( drlicit's 
"Mow  to  Make  i<:m  Yearly  I'rolil  Willi 
Twelve  Hens.'"  I  am  sadly  disappoiiiled  in 
the  book,  which  cost  a  dollar.  It  seems  like 
a  big  swindle.  He  wants  §10  for  Incubator 
plans,  which  might  be  as  big  a  swindle  as  his 
book.  Are  you  conversant  with  his  style  of 
hatching?  Is  it  all  right?  I'lease  mention  in 
F.-l'. ;  perhaps  some  other  subscriber  woukl 
like  to  hear  about  this  professor  of  gallino- 
culture.  AV.  D.  K. 

Mercur,  Utah. 

[We  are  sorry  that  you  have  been  swindlt'd 
by  Prof.  Corbett's  book;  it  has  been  exposed 
ill  these  columns  again  and  again,  and  in 
other  poultry  papers  likewise,  but  some 
cbeai)  agricultural  papers  still  continue  to 
advertise  It. 

On  page  151,  April  loth, '98  F.-P.,  in  answer 
to  a  similar  question  we  wrote:  "  Prof.  Coi- 
bett  is  a  great  humbug,  and  his  method  of 
making  money  is  to  sell  a  (ive-cent  book  for  a 
dollar.  He  has  been  exposed  over  and  over 
again  in  poultry  papers,  but  his  ad.  continu- 
ally crops  up  in  cheap  agricultural  papsrs. 
His  method  consists  of  hatching  chickens  in 
a  manure  heap,  turning  the  eggs  the  twelve 
hens  lay  into  chickens,  and  selling  the  chick- 
ens at  a  dollar  apiece,  or  some  such  fabulous 
figure." 

One  would  very  much  better  buy  a  good 
incubatorlo  turn  his  eggs  into  chickens  with. 

Twelve  hens  that  laid  one  hundred  and 
fifty  eggs  apiece  would  produce  eighteen  hun- 
dred eggs  in  a  year.  If  those  were  all  incu- 
bated, and  50  per  cent  (that  is  one-half)  were 
marketed  chicks,  that  would  be  nine  hundred. 
If  one  could  sell  those  at  an  average  price  of 
a  dollar  apiece,  he  could  probably  make  $500 
a  year. —  Ed.] 


Take  the  Kooster  Away. 

Mr.  Editor:— I  am  thinking  of  taking  the 
rooster  out  of  the  pen  of  fowls  that  I  have 
used  for  breeding  this  year,  as  he  seems  to 
bother  the  hens  a  good  deal,  and  would  like 
to  know  if  the  hens  will  lay  as  well  during 
the  summer  without  him. 

I  would  also  like  to  know  how  large  a  space 
is  needed  to  force  ten  or  twelve  chickens  for 
broilers.  C.  A.  B. 

Yonkers,  N.  Y. 

[By  all  means  take  away  the  obstreperous 
cock.  The  hens  will  lay  better  without  him, 
and  you  will  save  bother  and  cost  of  his  food 
if  you  kill  him  and  eat  him. 

We  would  want  a  pen  about  8  x  10  for  such 
a  tlock  of  chickens.  They  ought  to  have 
enough  exercise  to  promote  good  digestion,  as 
good  digestion  is  a  factor.— Ed.] 


One  Cause  of  Infertile  Eggs. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  A  correspondent  who  signs 
himself  "  Breeder,"  asks  on  page  216,  May  15th 
F.-P.  why  he  does  not  get  fertile  eggs.  I  had 
a  similar  case.  The  male  was  very  vigorous 
and  attentive,  but  only  a  small  per  cent  of  the 
eggs  were  fertile.  I  examined  him  and  found 
that  some  of  the  droppings  had  dried  on  to 
his  feathers  about  the  vent  in  such  way  as  to 
prevent  a  union.  I  removed  the  droppings 
and  dirty  feathers,  and  as  a  result  the  eggs 
began  to  come  all  good  and  fertile. 

Again,  two  hens  became  dirty  behind,  and 
the  eggs  did  not  test  as  well.  Removing  the 
fouled  feathers  remedied  the  trouble.  Some- 
times broken  feathers  about  the  vent  obstruct 
a  perfect  liuion.  I  think  that  he  will  find 
something  of  the  kind  wrong  with  his  hens, 
and  if  he  will  examine  them  and  clean  the 
fowls  up  about  the  vents  there  will  be  less 
trouble. 

I  have  had  extra  good  luck  this  spring,  and 
the  eggs  have  produced  strong  chicks.  One 
reason  is  because  I  fed  lots  of  vegetables  l  ist 
winter.  The  stock  are  in  perfect  health,  and 
have  laid  well  all  winter,  although  it  was  a 
hard  one.  Eggs  are  twentj--five  cents  a  dozen 
now,  and  they  are  alll  laying  as  if  their  lives 
depended  on  it.  O.  Andeksox. 

Maiden,  Mont.,  May  19. 


WKITK  TO 

Jos.  Bregk  &  Sons, 


47  to  54  N.  Market  St.,     Boston,  Mass. 

They  are  New  England  selling  agents,  show  a  full  line 
of  the  Prairie  Stale  INCUHATOK.S  an.l  KKOOI)- 
EKS,  anil  will  mail  calalofriic  KUKE  anil  quote 
factory  prices. 


KeepYour  Chickens 

STRONG  and  HEALTHY. 

Those  wlio  succeed  best  raising  poultry  for  profit  are  those  who  commence 
■with  little  chicks,  giving  small  closes  of  Sh]-;ridan'.s  Condition  Powder 
twice  a  week  ;  then  a  little  larger  doses,  and  so  on  to  the  time  when  getting 
the  pullets  ready  for  early  fall  laying,  a  dose  say  of  one  teaspoonful  to  each 
quart  of  food,  and  so  continue  to  use  it,  as  one  customer  says  she  does,  "from 
the  cradle  to  the  grave,"  and  you  will  succeed  nine  times  in  ten,  and  have 
plenty  of  eggs  to  sell  in  the  fall  and  winter  months  when  prices  are  highest. 


To  make  your  Poultry 
pay,  first  hatch  Strong, 
Healthy  Chickens. 

Then  keep  them  healthy  and  growing  if  you 
want  the  Pullets  to  lay  when  five  months  old. 
When  hens  lay  eggs  for  hatching,  mix  in  their 
food  every  other  day,  Sheridan'9  Powder. 
It  strengthens  the  hens;  makes  the  rooster  more 
vigorous;  finally  you  get  more  fertile  eggs. 


It  is  a  fact  based  upon  the  declaration  of  a  noble  contributor  to  science, 
that  through  the  medium  of  the  circulating  blood,  any  particular  organ  of  a 
living  animal  may  be  reached  and  stimulated  into  renewed  vigor  and  activity 
if  we  will  only  administer  the  proper  material  to  produce  the  desired  effect. 

No  Matter  What  Kind  of  Foods  You  Use! 

Sheridan's  Condition  Powder 

is  needed  wiih  it  to  assure  perfect  assimilation  of  the  food  elements  neces- 
sary to  produce  eggs.  It  is  absolutely  pure;  Highly  concentrated;  Most 
economical,  because  such  small  doses;  No  other  kind  one-fourth  as  strong; 
In  quantity  costs  less  than  one-tenth  cent  a  day  per  hen.   In  use  over  30  years. 

Sold  by  Druggists,  (jrocers  and  Feed  Dealers,  or  sent  l>y  mail.  Large  cans  most  economical  t»  buy. 

If  You  Can't  Get  it  Near  Home,  Send  to  Us.    Ai/k  First. 

■We  send  one  park,  25  cts;  five,  81.00,  A  two-pound  can,  gl. 20;  Six,  g5. 00.  Expre!;8  paid.  .Samplo 
oopy  "best  l-oultry  paper"  seut  free.      I.  S.  JOHNSON  &.  CO.,  ^2  Cuatom  Houae  f  t..lSuiitou,  Mua. 


Fowl  Hits. 
SlHiideriiiK  ISlfldy. 

Kvery  sprin;,'  about  this  particular  tioie,  I 
take  eoiiijsfcl  wilh  wife,  iDotber-in-law  and  the 
haliies.  The  resullaut  rcHolution  eiuanatiug 
from  which  said  profound  discussion  amounts 
to:  We' will  never  Kctanolherhen, but  will 
do  all  our  hat^liin^  with  incubators."  Every- 
boily  who  nets  liens  lias  a  sure  and  infallible 
way  of  overcoruing  biddy's  waywardness. 

I>uring  the  months  between  July  and 
February  I  can  expound  and  exhort  as  to  the 
methods  of  setting  a  hen,  whereby  the  owner 
will  be  guaranteed  a  line  hatch;  but  during 
the  months  of  JIareh,  April,  May  and  June  I 
have  something  else  to  think  about,  for  dur- 
ing those  parlii  ular  mouths  I  am  arguing  the 
'*  sitting  "  question  with  biddy  herself,  and 
if  ever  there  was  a  person  with  an  adamantine 
contradictory  nature  it  is  biddy.  She  makes 
me  so  mad  sometimes  that  I  mutter  sounds 
which  I  am  careful  that  the  children  shall  not 
hear,  and  the  atmosphere  around  me  gets  so 
warm  that  sweat  starts  at  every  pore. 

liy  the  bye,  mother  thinks  I'm  real  smart, 
and  should  she  rea<l  that  any  scientific  subject 
was  being  debated,  never  mind  how  obtuse 
the  question,  she  will  at  once  seek  enlighten- 
ment by  getting  my  views;  I  never  disappoint 
the  deiir  lady,  and  what  I  say  goes  with  her; 
but  when  the  sitting  of  hens  becomes  of  impor- 
tance, then  it  is  that  mother's  hero  worship  of 
her  dutiful  son-iti-iaw  falls  down,  and  she 
greets  his  best  efl'ort  with  a  disdainful  snilf; 
you  see  —  mother  thinks  that  she  can  set  a  hen. 
Early  this  spring  she  roasted  me  quietly  but 
emphatically  on  the  sitting  hen  question,  and 
really  business  was  rushing  me  so  hard  that  I 
couldn't  give  proper  attention  to  the  hens,  so 
1  suggested  that  she  look  after  the  broodies; 
my,  my  I  but  she  just  jumped  at  the  chance; 
she  loves  those  chickens,  and  has  always  been 
jealous  of  whatever  attention  I  paid  them  ;  so 
she  undertook  to  prove  that  it  was  all  my  fault, 
and  not  biddy's.  Xo,  I  won't  relate  what 
happened;  I  think  too  much  of  the  wee  mother 
to  let  you  into  our  secret.  She  still  has  nomi- 
nal charge  of  the  sitting  heus,  but  that  saintly 
look  has  left  her,  and  she  wears  something 
over  her  head  when  she  goes  into  the  brood 
house  —  I  always  kick  if  the  woman's  hair  is 
straggling  all  over  the  country  —  and  she  says 
that  American  hens  are  •'  very  perverse." 

15y  August  she  will  be  bragging  to  all  the 
neighbors  about  the  success  she  had  with  the 
sitting  hens,  and  explaining  how  I  was  unequal 
to  the  occasion,  but  that  she  came  to  the  rescue 
and  thereby  saved  the  "  Hawkeye  strain  " 
from  extinction;  she  will  also  tell  them  how 
to  "  set  a  hen."  I've  been  guilty  of  the  same 
misdemeanor  many  times,  but  I'm  ready  to 
apologize;  that  is,  I  am  just  now;  by  Septem- 
ber I  shall  refute  this  written  confession  as 
the  ravings  of  somebody  suflering  a  weak 
spasm. 

Do  you  really  think  my  hens  are  worse  than 
other  folks'  hens?  Sometimes  I  imagine  that 
I've  gone  and  accomplished  an  end  1  am  work- 
ing for— B.  P.  Uocks  that  are  actually  non- 
sitters;  not  by  reputation,  but"  really." 

I'm  not  trying  to  work  the  editor  for  a 
special  ad.  in  this  bunch  of  nonsense;  but  out 
of  fifty  hens,  all  of  which  were  in  full  lay  early 
in  Kebruary,  only  eight  have  been  broody,  and 
three  of  these  deserted  the  nest  before  time 
was  up.    No,  they  were  not  lousy. 

Eive  years  ago  I  had  three  heus  that  never 
set,  they  were  all  good  specimens;  every  year 
I  have  retained  some  of  their  progeny  on  the 
female  side,  and  the  non-sitting  notion  has 
come  to  stay.  Mother's  troubles  have  mostly 
been  with  borrowed  hens. 

I've  irot  ligures  this  spring  on  the  number  of 
eggs  set,  and  the  percentage  of  loss  by  break- 
age in  the  nest;  al.so  know  as  far  as  we've 
gone  this  sea.son  how  many  the  hen  kills 
before  we  get  them  out  of  the  nest;  and 
liefore  the  summer  is  gone  I  shall  be  able  to 
say  what  percentage  the  hen  raises  when  she 
runs  with  them.  The  verdict  will  be,'"  only 
a  blamed  idiot  would  set  a  hen  when  he  had 
iiu'ubators  and  brooders  Iving  idle  in  the 
cellar." 

V'orgive  the  length  of  this,  but  I'm  all 
worked  up.— AI.  \\'.  U.vi.DW  IX,  in  Uf's/eni 
(ritrden  aiul  I'cultri/  Jouriml. 
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213  EGG  STRAIN 

W.  WYANDOTTES, 

Prize  winners  and  heavy  layers  combined. 

I  am  now  rtaUy  to  selt  nai  l  of  my  out  ytar  olil 
lirueders  al  a  low  price,  (|ualUy  cotuil>lLre<l.  I  lioy  an/ 
not  senilis  or  culls.  1  aiu  also  ready  to  bool»  casb 
unlers  for  tills  season's  stock,  to  l«:  deUvered  at  or 
about  maturity.  Do  not  be  too  lato  this  season ;  order 
now. 

F.  P.  PULSIFER, 

Natick,  Mass. 


OUR  EGGS  ARE  NOT  THE  DOLUR  KIND 

BuirPly. Rucks  p*r  Mi'i;.»a.00   CUT  ClOVERooo  iu.».i.oo 

MIcj  Cry»b.l  <;rit,  100  lbs.  tl ;  U>d  »7  Ifc^f  4B.100  lb8.»2.00 

C«hJO>l>UrSh'lli,100lb8.  «1  ;  Urn  $6.50  |  Crii  ker  fVba  100  lbs.|l.SO 

CLEVELAND  POULTRY  CO.,  Plattabure,  Pi.  V, 

WHITE  WYANDOTTES 

"  PRACTICAL  STRAIN.  " 

Winners  at  Uoston  of  3d  cock,  3d  cockerel,  and 
special  for  best  shape  male,  a«  birds  conipetinK: 
Kood  size,  yellow  skins,  and  brown  e;.';;s— after  May 
IStli  e^gs  $1  per  15;  ir,  per  100.  One  breeding  pen  4 
pullets,  1  cockerel,  lor  sale,  price  $10.00. 

H.  M.  STOWELL, 
Box  20i,  AValpole,  ::\Ia88. 


THENONESUCH  INCUBATORS  and  BROODERS 

The  World's  .Standard  Machine. 

Surpasses  All  Others. 

'THE  NONE  SUCH" 

A  self  roKuUiliiJg  and  fully 
^uaranlet'd  lucubalor  for 
only  $10.  Kijual  to  any  hi}ih- 
prict'tl  machine  on  the  mar- 
ket. Has  improvements 
found  in  no  other,  and  made 
bv  a  reliable  concern. 
Absolutely  the  best  fncuharor  made.  Send  for  cat. 
FOREST  INCUBATOR  CO..  Forest,  Ohio. 

PEEP-O'-DAY 

Portable  Poultry- House. 

"Well  made  and  i).iinted, 
handsome  in  apiH'arance. 
Two  parts:  Srratching 
Shed,  Roosting;  and  Lay- 
ing Koum.  Kasily  moved. 
A  dozen  Hens  will  do  well  in 
this  HooBe  the  year  round. 
Shipped   in  sections, 
weight  2iiO  lbs.,  easily  put 
together.  Price  00. 
Catalogue  of  Pce-n  Day 
Incuhatdvs^  Hroodi-rs  and 
.Speciaifi't  FKI'.r.. 
£.  F.  Hodgaon.Boz  25  Dover.Mau 

BREDTO  LAY 

W.  WYANBOTTE.S, 

B.  PLYMOUTH  KOCKS. 

Carefully  bred  from  dams  of  stan<l:inl  wciK'it, 
whose  egt'  layiuK  record  for  each  succeeding  genera- 
tion was  i  ndividually  known  to  liave  increased  from 
year  to  year.  Males  areall  from  LtKJ-egjr  liens,  S1.50 
per  sitting  of  15. 

BKICillLT  POULTRV  FAKl»r, 

P.  O.  Box  tiS.  Lawrence,  Mass. 

Cures  Roup. 

The  eviileiice  keeps  accumulating  ilay  by 
tlay  that  one  of  the  best  niethotls  of  treating 
Itoup  is  that  de.scribeil  in  Mr.  M.  K.  Bover'.s 
booli  on  Poultry  Diseases  by  the  use  of  our 

JoH'^ilNrMENT 

Ami  wliy  not?  Certainly  there  has  not  been 
a  remeily  useil  in  the  last  century  which  will 
cure  colds  and  sore  throat  in  human  beings 
as  (luickly  as  the  "  Old  Anodyne."  It  is  put 
tip  In  two  sizes,  25  cents  and  50  cent  5- 
the  latter  is  most  eoonoinical,  as  the 
bottle  holds  tliree  times  as  much. 

Sold  by  dealers  iu  medicine,  or  sent  by  mail, 
post-paid,  on  receipt  by  us  of  price  as  above. 
"We  will  send  to  any  address  by  mail, 

P"„_  _  post-paid,  Mr.  ISoyer's  book  on 
•    '"Cj    I'oultry  Diseases  anil  Trealiiieiit. 


I.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO.,  ii-JS,  Boston,  Mass, 


THE  IMPROVED 


There  was  a  roosti'r  In  mir  town. 

And  lii'ln  wisiioiii  L'lew  so. 
The  i<ei|;lihors  called  him  Kohinson, 
.  liecuuse,  they  :aiil,  he  crew  so. 

—  CreJit  Lost. 


VICTOR 

NCUBATOR 

Hnt  clips  Chick  pna  by  St  ram 
.\bsoliitoly  •4oir-reRuln(ir£r. 
The  simplettt^  most  r-'hahlc, 
and  cheapest  hrst-claes  H»tcher 
in  tht>  market,    t'ironlnrs  frro. 

c;i::o.  kuteIj  CO..  Uuiuo  .  iki- 
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Poultry  Keeper 


By  LEWIS  WRIGHT. 


1 


STANDARD  GUIDE  to  the  Management  of  Poultry  for  Domestic 
Use,  the  Market,  or  Exhibition. 


With  Eight  beautifully  Colored  Plates,  showing  twenty-five 
Breeds,  painted  from  life  by  J.  W.  LUDLOW,  and  numerous 
illustrations  in  the  text.  320  pages,  bound  in  cloth,  with 
gilt  stamping.    Price  $2.00. 

CONTENTS 


Honses,  Sims  and  Accommodation 

Domestic  Management  of  Adult  Fowls 

Natural  Hatching  and  Chicken  Rearing 

Artificial  Hatching  and  Rearing 

Table  Poultry,  Fattening  and  Killing 

Poultry  on  the  Farm 

Poultry  Farming 

Breeding  for  Points 

Breeding  and  Rearing  of  Prize  Stock 

Exhibition 

Cochins,  Langshans 

Brahmas 

Malays,  Aseels,  and  Indian  Games 


Game  Fowls 
Dorkings 

Spanish,  Minorcas.  Leghorns,  etc 

Hamburgs 

Polish,  Sultans 

French  Breeds 

American  Breeds 

Miscellaneous  Breeds 

Bantams 

Turkeys,  Guinea-fowl,  Pea-fowl 
Water-fowl 

Diseases,  Vices,  and  Vermin 


THE  PRACTICAL  POULTRY  KEEPER 

Entirely  New  and  Revised  and  Enlarged  Edition. 


The  first  edition  of  this  work  was  pub- 
lished in  ISGT,  its  object  being  to  give  practi- 
cal details  with  such  clearness  and  simplicity 
that  it  might  be  "  put  into  the  hands  of  a  per- 
son totally  ignorant  of  poultry  keeping,  with 
Ibe  reasonable  certainty  that  its  insti  uetions, 
if  followed,  would  command  success."  The 
constant  demand  for  rapidly  succeeding  edi- 
tions has  proved  that  The  Pi{.\ctic.\l  Poll- 
try  Keeper  has  fulfilled  its  intended  pur- 
pose, and 

Supplied  a  Real  Want. 

After  numerous  minor  revisions  for  some 
of  the  many  successive  impressions,  the 
Twentieth  Edition  called  for  more  extensive 
re-casting,  and  was  set  up  afresh  in  entirely 
new  type,  with  Colored  Plates.  That  edition 
also  has,  since  188.=),  been  many  lime  reprinted, 
with  occasional  minor  corrections.  But  the 
lime  has  at  leiv^tli  come  when  an  entirely 
Xew  Edition  seems  to  be  demanded.  In 
this  edition,  fully  one-half  of  the  coiileuts 
have  been 

Entirely  Rewritten, 

and  the  remainder  thoroughly  revised. 

The  work  in  its  new  dress  is  consideka- 
HLV  ENLAHGEl),  and  two   of  the  Colored 


Pl.'Ues  are  devoted  to  varieties  of  poultry 
which  have  been  recently  introduced.  En- 
deavor has  been  made  to  embody  the  essence 
of  that 

Progress  and  Increase  of 
Knowledge 

which  has  taken  place  in  many  points,  and  to 
take  note  of  the  many  changes  which  have 
taken  place  during  recent  years.  The  facts 
and  the  truth  are  becoming  more,  defined 
respecting  the  vexed  question  of 

Poultry  Farming, 

and  some  endeavor  has  been  made  to  set  forth 
that  truth,  and  to  correct  the  e.xaggerations 
which  have  been  published  on  both  sides. 
The  author  has  done  his  best  to  make  this 
new  edition  of  The  I'Kacitcai-  PofLTRY 
Kefpf.k  as  practical  as  ever,  whilst  embody- 
ing the 

Best    Knowledge   and  Methods 
of  the   Present  Day. 

"Those  who  keep  poultry,  or  contemplate 
doinir  ^o,  bad  belter  eonsnll  a  good  manual, 
and  Mr.  \Vii;;lil's  is  certainly  one  of  the 
best."— .S7a)i(/(()-(/. 


Special  Farm-Poultry  Edition, 

Prepared  expressly  for  us,  containino^  nuicli  Practical  and  Original 
Matter  from  our  Mr.  Hunter.  Tiiis  edition  only  for  sale  by  us.  Price 
$2.00,  postpaid. 

Our  Re3derS  can  get  the  above  and  a  full  year's  subscription  to 

Farm-Poui.tkv  for  Only  $2.50. 

If  \()Uf  subscription  is  aliea(l\-  paid  alicad,  send  $2.50  now,  and  we 

will  send  tlie  book  and  extend  \  <Hir  subscriplion  anotlier  \  c-y r  liom  date  ot 
expiration. 

I.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO.,       -        =  =        Boston.  Mass. 


